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DEDICATION

Jesus who planted the seed of an idea and watered it as

it grew into the book you hold in your hand. “You have
been my support from the day of my birth; you took me out
of my mother’s body; my praise will be ever of you” (Psalm
71:6 Bible in Basic English).

With that said, I dedicate this book to you, reader. You have
grappled with thistopic, honestlydesiringtoknowthetruth.
You havebeen curious, have thirsted for knowledge, and are
willing to explore. May the words within these pages inspire
youto question, tolearn, and to grow. I praythisbook will be
ablessingtoyou.

I would like to thank my heavenly Father and His Son

Thank you for reading, and I hope that our paths will cross
again someday.
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PREFACE

am excited to offer you this handbook to my free online
Godhead Course!

As you may already know, the identity of the God of the
Bible hasbeen foryears enshrouded in human tradition and
philosophy. That which Jesus and the apostles made very
clear hasbeen classed as a mystery that no human mind can
comprehend.

As a result, most Christians are confused in regard to who
their God is. Many are holding onto a belief they do not
understand nor can defend.

So, who is our God? Who is the God of the Bible? Who is the
Source of all things? Is there one God or three gods? And if
thereis only one God, is He a triune monotheistic God?

And whoisJesus? What does it mean to be begotten?
How many times was He begotten? Is He God or is He the
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Godhead Course Handbook

Son of God? Is He equal with God?

And what about the Holy Spirit? Is He God the Holy Spirit, a
third person like the Father and the Son? Is He a person?
Does he have a priesthood?

And who is it who dwells in us? What does the Bible mean
when it says, Christ in you the hope of glory?

In this book, I will answer these questions and many more.

Now, I am aware there is much material available on this
topic. So, why this book?

Itis one thing to know the truth; it is something else to teach
the truth. It is one thing to know the conclusion; it is
something else to know howyou arrived at the conclusion.

Myaim with thisbookisto make as muchinformation onthe
topic available as possible in one place. That way, when you
finishthebook, youwillknownotonlywhatthe Bibleteaches
about who the God of the Bible is, but you will also be able to
teachit—toexplainthewhybehind thewhat. Youwillbeable
to give an answer for your faith.

Jesus said that the harvest is plenty but the workers are few.
Iamhopingand praying thatasaresult of thisbook, God will
raise many more able workers to continue spreading this
foundational message.
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CHAPTER 1
IS THE GODHEAD ISSUE IMPORTANT?

hatis “Christianity”?
Many people do not understand the concept of

Christianity.

Some people think Christianity is a philosophy such as
communismor capitalism wherebytheylive. Othersseeitas
asetof morals promoting a good standard of life. Still others
look at Christianity as a business transaction with God in
which they must follow His rules, appease Him, and earn
eternal life.

Christianityisnone of that! Christianityis the way to eternal
life. Jesus said:

This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent (John17:3).
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Christianity is all about knowing God and His Son. When
you become a Christian, you move from an intellectual
knowledge about God to knowing Him personally and
intimately.

James said that the devils believe there is one God and
tremble. See James 2:19. Intellectual knowledge qualifies
you to be a devil. In John 17:3, Jesus was talking about
relational, experiential knowledge.

However, it is important to understand that relational and
experiential knowledge is directly linked with the
intellectual.

How could you have a relationship with a stranger? How
could you experience God’slove if you have a misconception
of His love for you? How could you experience God’s
forgiveness with a misconception of His forgiveness?

Knowledge brings light. Light received into the heart brings
salvation.

Jesussaid:

Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
youfree(John 8:32).

The bed-rock of Christianity is a relational knowledge of
God—an experience with Him.

If, according to Jesus, eternal life is based on knowing the
Father and His Son, why would any Christian refuse to seek
to know who They really are? Wouldn’t it be inconsistent to
claim to be a Christian while regarding God’s identity as
unimportant?

From discussions over the years, I've found that many

10



Is the Godhead Issue Important?

people even refuse to study this topic! Why?
Tradition and fear of the unknown

Doing what we've always done is easy, especially when
“everyone else is doing it.” The same goes with belief.
Believing what we’ve always believed is comforting.

For centuries, the trinity doctrine has dominated
Christianity. It has been the norm so completely and
consistently that if a group does not believe in the trinity, it
isregarded as a cult.

Yet very few believers will stop to objectively examine the
origin of the trinity doctrine.

The Pharisees challenged Jesus about His disciples eating
withunwashed hands. Yousee, the Jewishleadershad come
up with arequirement that every Jew had to wash his hands
in a certain way—even if water was not available. Jews were
expected to go through a ritualistic motion to fulfill a man-
made tradition.

Jesusresponded to their challenge:

Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, asitis
written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but
their heartis far from me. Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men (Mark 7:6, 7).

He went ontosay:

Making the word of God of none effect through your
tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like
thingsdoye (Mark 7:13).

When God’s people replace His teachings with man-made
teachings, their worship becomes meaningless, worthless,
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purposeless, useless. This is because they are honouring
Him with their lips while their heart is far from Him.

This was the condition of the ancient Jew who outwardly
professed God but inwardly refused to let go of man-made
traditions and accept Jesus for who He is. The same is true
for the modern Christian.

Jesus’s response urges us to let go of man’s traditions and
seek the Word of God, His teachings, otherwise our worship
of God will be worthless. By holding onto tradition, we make
“the word of God of none effect” by refusing to objectively
examine it and submit to its authority.

Justbecausethemajoritybelieveditforaverylongtimedoes
not make it right. Doctrinal truth is based on the word of
God. Our faith is based on what the word of God says.

Atruefollower of Jesus must be willing to submit tothe word
of God and accept it as truth and authoritative, irrespective
of any man’s opinion and interpretation. You follow either
man’s tradition as the Pharisees did, and end up
condemning the guiltless (see Matthew 12:7), or you follow
Jesus’s teaching and eat the food He provided.

Youcannothaveitbothways. Lipserviceisnotenough. Here
istheacid test: Areyou willing to follow the biblical evidence
wherever it leads, or have you already determined what
truth is because “everyone believed it for a long time,
irrespective of the evidence?

Whetheryoulikeitornot,youwillmakeachoice. Byrefusing
toexaminetheevidence,youaremakingachoicetosidewith
the “known.”

12
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Notunderstandingits importance

The second reason many people refuse to examine the
Godhead issue is that they do not understand its
importance.

Theymaytrytojustify theirrefusal by claimingit’s a mystery
that we’re not meant to understand. Or their refusal might
come under the guise of wanting to maintain peace and not
causedivisioninthechurch. Yet these same people are more
than willing to cause division and goto courtifsomeonerobs
them of a precious possession.

Why is that?

It is because the precious possession is important to them.
Andrightly so. If youworkhard to buyan expensive house or
car, you should fight to keep it, so long as it belongs to you
legally and morally.

So, the deciding factor that moves one to fight or not to fight
is how important the topic is to him. So many refuse to
examine the topic of who God is because they do not
understand its importance to their spiritual life.

Isthe Godhead issue important/salvational?

Many ask, Why agitate things? Why not leave the topic
alone? After all, the issue in the last days is the Sabbath and
thelaw of God, not the Godhead.

Again and again the same question is asked using different
words: Is the Godhead issue important? Is it a salvation
issue?

Itleads us to either accept or reject Jesus

Throughout the Old Testament, the Jews regarded the
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Sabbath and the temple of great importance.

When Jesus came to His own, they wanted to kill Him
because they thought He had profaned the Sabbath (John
5:18) and wanted to destroy the temple (Matthew 26:61).

ButJesus said to them:

Inthis placeis one greater than the temple
(Matthew 12:6).

They killed the Anointed One and lost their position as the
chosen onesbecause theyfailed torecognise theimportance
of Jesus’s identity, choosing instead to hold onto their
traditions. They rejected Him and He told them, “Behold,
your houseisleftuntoyoudesolate” (Matthew 23:38). Their
Sabbath-keeping and their temple had become worthless to
them.

Solomon said there is nothing new under the sun. See
Ecclesiastes 1:9. We have done the same thing today. We
have replaced the scriptural identity of our God and Savior
with unscriptural, unreasonable, illogical, philosophical,
man-madeideas.

Wehavereplaced the Son of God (Matthew 3:17;16:16; 17:5;
27:54; Mark 14:62; Luke 8:28; John 3:16; 5:18; 10:36; Acts
9:20, etc., etc.), in whom is salvation, redemption, and
eternal life—with “God the Son” (no scripture references).

We have replaced the Spirit of God (Matthew 3:16; 1
Corinthians 2:11; 3:16, etc., etc.) with “God the Spirit” (no
scripture references).

Wehavereplaced the indwelling Christ (2 Corinthians 13:5;
Galatians 2:20; 4:6; Ephesians 3:17; Colossians 1:26, 27)
with “God the Holy Spirit” (no scripture references).

14



Is the Godhead Issue Important?

In light of this predicament, it is alarming that when Christ
knocks on the hearts of His people today (Revelation 3:20),
wanting to reveal His true identity to them, He is pushed
away because of “not important” and “not salvational.”

Many choose to continue holding onto their traditions,
thinking that their Sabbath-keeping and their temple
(denomination) is more important than the Lord of the
Sabbath and the One they should be worshiping in the
temple.

God wants us to know Him. He is not pleased when we hide
behind man-madetraditions, refusing to honestly study the
Scriptures in search of an answer to who He is. After all, the
Scriptures are God’s revelation about Himself and His
character.

Itleads usinto arelationship with the Father
TotheIsraelites of old God said:

Heartheword ofthe LORD, ye children of Israel: for
the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of
the land, because thereis no truth, nor mercy, nor
knowledge of God in the land (Hosea 4:1).

Afewverses later God said:

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge:
because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject
thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast

forgotten thelaw of thy God, I will also forget thy
children (Hosea 4:6).

God wants us to know Him because He wants a relationship
with us. The more we know God, the closer our relationship
will be. That is why, like Hosea, we ought to desire “the
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knowledge of God” more than anything else (Hosea 6:6).

Itleads us to embrace and fulfill Jesus’s mission to reveal
the Father

John described Jesus’s purpose in coming to earth:

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, whichisin the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him (John1:18).

Jesushasmadethe Fatherknowntohumanity. In His prayer
to His Father, Jesus said:

I'made known to them your name, and [ will continue
to make it known, that the love with which you have
loved me may be in them, and I in them
(John17:26 ESV).

JesuscametodotheFather’'swill. Anditwasthe Father’swill
that we know Him and His character.

John said:

We know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us
anunderstanding, that we may know him that is true,
and we arein himthatis true, even in his Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life
(1John 5:20).

Jesus, the Son of God, hasgiven usanunderstanding that we
may know God. We are left with no excuse. God has revealed
Himself to us through His Son Jesus. To hold onto tradition
and man-made teachings on this topic instead of studying
the Scriptures in search of the answer to this topic, is
tantamounttohonouring God with ourlipsbutdenying Him
in our hearts.

16



Is the Godhead Issue Important?

Itleads us to experience God’s grace and peace
Petersaid:

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord
(2 Peter1i:2).

Is knowing God important? It all depends on how much
importance you place on God’s grace and peace.

Itleads us to embrace and share the first angel’s message

In these last days, God has sent a message. The Bible refers
toitasthefirstangel’s message, and it goes like this:

Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgmentis come: and worship him that made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters
(Revelation14:7).

Do not be so naive to think that you are immune from
deception. Satan is like a roaring lion seeking whom he may
devour. See 1 Peter 5:8. The book of Revelation tells us that
in the last days, Satan will deceive the whole world and lead
them to worship him (Revelation 12:9 and 13:3). Because of
this overwhelming deception, God sent a message calling
people back to worshiping Him, the Creator of heaven and
earth.

Man-made tradition has introduced to Christianity another
God, another Jesus, and another Holy Spirit. Make no
mistake—the Bible talks about the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, but it does not talk about “God the Son” or “God
the Holy Spirit.”

If we believe we are living in the last days, it is crucial to
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understand who our God is.
Isthe Godhead issue important? Isit salvational?

What happened to the Jews when they got the identity of
their Messiah wrong? What happened to them when they
refused to accept this Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah, the
Son of God?

The identity of the God one worshipsis salvational!
Jesussaid:

And this s life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent (John17:3).

Like it or not, one has to make a choice whom he worships.
Truth does not fear investigation. Heed biblical counsel and
study to show yourself approved unto God. See 2 Timothy
2:15. Examine all things and hold fast to that which is good.
See 1 Thessalonians 5:21.

Nowlet’sansweraveryimportant questionaboutourGod...

18



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 1

IS THE GODHEAD ISSUE IMPORTANT?

1. Whatis Christianity? SeeJohn 17:3.

2. Isrelational, experiential knowledge of God and
Jesus possible without being able to identify Them?
Why or why not?

3. Why do some people refuse to even study this topic?

4. What happens when God’s people replace His
teachings with man-made teachings?

5. Givethreereasons why the Godhead issueis
important/salvational.
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CHAPTER 2
IS GOD A MYSTERY?

hen discussing the Godhead, the opinion of many
is: It is a mystery and you can’t know it. It only
creates confusion and division in the church over

a mystery that can’t possibly be understood. One cannot
explain creation let alone the Godhead.

That is a faulty foundation on which to base a discussion.

Nowherein Scripture are we told that theidentity of the God
weworshipisamystery. Thisisafalseassumptionthatmany
Christiansaccept. The Bibletalks about mysteries, but never
inrelation to the identity of God.

Jesus came to declare the Father

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, whichisinthe bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him (John1:18).
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Do not miss this point. Jesus was clearly stating that out of
allhumanity, Heisthe only One who has seen and known the
Father. This makes Him the only being capable of declaring,
orrevealing, God to man.

John wrote his Gospel many years after the cross, after
Jesus’s work on earth was completed. He was writing from
an informed point of view, from his personal experience
with Jesus.

If John had lived in an era during which believers did not
know who God is, or if he believed God to be a mystery, he
could not have penned those words; he could not have
written that Jesus had declared, revealed, made known the
Fathertous.

Notice what he wrote in his first letter:

Andwe know that the Son of God is come, and hath
given us an understanding, that we may know him
thatis true, and we are in him that is true, even in his
SondJesus Christ. This is the true God, and
eternal life (1John 5:20).

John included himself in this group of people: “We know.”
What did John know?

He knew that Jesus, the Messiah who came, is the Son of
God.

He knew that Jesus has given us an understanding, or a
revelation, in order that we may know Him who is true.

Who was John discussing? Reading on in the verse, it is
clear. “We are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus
Christ.” The “him whois true” is the Father of Jesus Christ!

In his second letter John wrote:
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Is God a Mystery?

Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father, in truth and love (2John1:3).

John was saying, Jesus has given me and all the believers an
understanding that we might know God, the Father of Jesus
Christ. That we might knowwho God is and what God is like.
That we might have a relationship with God.

Looking at this verse again:

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, whichisin the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him (John1:18).

Having walked with Jesus for three and half years, hearing
allthatJesustaughtand havingexperienced ithimself,John
confidently said that Jesus has declared, revealed, made
God known to us.

When Christians say we cannot know who God is and that
the identity of God is a mystery, they are saying that Jesus
failed in His mission to reveal God to them.

One cannot study the writings of John and arrive at an
opposite understanding than he had. One cannot read his
statements that Jesus declared God to us (John 1:18) and
that Jesus has given us an understanding that me might
know God (1John 5:20), and conclude that God is a mystery
and cannot knowwho Heis. Either John was deluded, or we
have failed to study Scripture properly.

It was John who penned the prayer of Jesusin John 17.

And this s life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent
(Johniy:3).
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According to Jesus, eternal life is based on knowing two
Beings: the only true God and His Son Jesus Christ. Of
course, toknowGod means much morethantointellectually
know His identity. It means having a relationship with
Him—butidentifying Him is part of that process.

How can eternal life be based on knowing and having a
relationship with a mystery? This does not make sense at all.

God’s identity, not His nature

These studies are not an attempt to explain the nature of
God. His nature is beyond our comprehension.

How can a finite being understand and explain the nature of
his Creator? The Bible does not reveal it.

But the Bible does reveal the identity of our God. God’s
identityisnotamystery. And thisbookisdealing purely with
God’sidentity, not His nature.

Did Paul teach that God is a mystery?

Back in the days of the apostles, when pagans and idol
worshipersreceived the gospel, theyreceived the knowledge
of who the true God is, and worshiped the true God. They
were never taught that God is a mystery.

Inone of hisletters, Paul commended the Thessalonians for
reports he and other apostles had heard about them. He
wrote:

For they themselves shew of us what manner of
entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God
fromidols to serve the living and true God; and to wait

for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
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dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath
tocome (1 Thessalonians1:9,10).

When the heathen decided to worship God as a result of
Paul’s preaching, they understood who the God of the Bible
is. They knew the living and true God of the Bible, they knew
Hehad aSon called Jesus, and they were waiting for His Son.
Hence, they understood that the God of the Bible is God the
Father.

Inthepreviousverse, Paul said the believersin Thessalonica
were preaching the word to others in many places (1
Thessalonians 1:8). The Thessalonians had heard the gospel
fromPauland had shared whattheyheard withmanyothers.
The news found its way back to Paul, and he wrote this first
letter to the Thessalonian believers based on these reports.
In other words, those who heard what the Thessalonians
taught, understood that the God they needed to turn to and
worshipwas God the Father and that Jesusisthe Son of God.

This message was delivered from Jesus to Paul (Galatians
1:12), from Paul to the Thessalonians, from the
Thessalonians to Macedonia, Achaia, and everywhere. All
along, the message maintained its precision and
uniqueness. The identity of God was a crucial part of this
message. After all, that is what Paul highlighted in regard to
thereports hehad heard. Hereitis again:

How ye turned to God fromidols to serve the living and
true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom
he raised fromthe dead, even Jesus
(1 Thessalonians1:9,10).

Paul, everyone he taught, and everyone his students taught,
knew the identity of the God of the Bible. They were not
confused; they did not worship a mystery.
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The trinity is a mystery

The identity of the God of the Bible is not a mystery. It is
clearlyrevealed in the Bible.

However, the God most of Christianity worships today is a
mystery. Thetrinityisamystery.Inalmostallthetheological
explanations of the trinity, regardless of which
denomination it is coming from, the word “mystery” is
included.

When people object, The Godhead is a mystery and we
cannot knowit, they areright in a way. Their god, the trinity,
isamystery. But not the God of the Bible.

God’s Son Jesus Christ has revealed His Father, the God of
the Bible, so the God of the Bible cannot be a mystery.

The book of Revelation presents two women, one pure
(Revelation 12) and the other corrupt (Revelation 17). Of
course, the pure woman represents God’s faithful people,
while the corrupt one represents the apostate people, or
corrupt Christians.

God’s faithful people are represented as the 144,000 in
Revelation 7and 14. Chapter 14 reports:

And Isaw, and behold, the Lamb standing on the
mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty and
fourthousand, having his name, and the name of his
Father, written on their foreheads
(Revelation14:1ASV).

The forehead is where the frontal lobe is. The frontal lobe is
the part of the brain with which you think and make
decisions, including decisions relating to God and worship.
In the last days God’s people will have the Father’s name
written on their forehead, symbolising their belief in and
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worship of the God of the Bible. They will know in Whom
they have believed and Whom they worship.

On the other hand, consider what is written on the corrupt
woman’s forehead:

Andupon her forehead a name written, MYSTERY,
BABYLONTHE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE
HARLOTSAND OF THEABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH” (Revelation17:5ASV).

This woman, symbolising apostate Christians, believes in
and worships a mystery. The word “Mystery” is written in
her mind instead of the name of the Father.

Paul and all who heard his message knew who their God is.
They believed in God and waited for His Son from heaven.
Today’s Christians are confused about whom they worship.
The god they worship is enshrouded in mystery that no man
can understand.

Ifyou believe we are living in the last days, as we surely are,
then these things ought to concern you. God revealed this
issue to us in the book of Revelation for a reason. He is not
willing that any should perish. See 2 Peter 3:9. He wants to
have a genuine and close relationship with you. He knows
you and wants you to know Him, hence His Son’s revealing
of Himin Scripture.

Remember, this is not about the nature of God but His
identity. The aim of this book is to answer the question,
“Whois God?” not, “What is God?”

Tobelieve God is a mystery, we must believe that Jesus, who
came to reveal the only true God, failed in His mission. As
believers in Jesus, how could we do that?
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Confusion of worship in the last days

In the last days there will be two groups of people, one
knowing who their God is and the other worshiping a
mystery. This thought ought to make you stop and think,
Who do Iworship? Do I worship a mystery? Or do I worship
the God Whom Jesus and the apostles worshiped?

God predicted this confusion of worship in thelast days, and
the Bible tells us that He will send a message, called the first
angel’s message, calling people back to worshiping the true
God. Consider:

And Isaw another angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgmentis come: and worship him that made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains
of waters (Revelation 14:6, 7).

God sends a message calling people to worship Him. In this
verse who is mentioned and who is the God we are to
worship?

To witness this confusion, attend any church and ask,
“Whom is Revelation 14:7 talking about? Whom is the God
we are toworship?” You will get varied answers, such as: the
Father, Jesus, God in heaven, the trinity. And some will say,
Why are you causing problems by asking this question? It’s
not important to answer it correctly.

God has sent a message in these last days to reveal Satan’s
confusion inthe church and to turn usback to the worship of
the one true God. Many have rejected this because they are
content with a mystery they do not understand.
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Through Hosea God said to His people:

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge:
because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject
thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast

forgotten thelaw of thy God, Iwill also forget thy
children (Hosea 4:6).

Today’s Christians are making the same mistake by refusing
tostudythescripturesin orderto knowwhotheir Godis. The
identity ofthe God of the Bibleisnotamystery; youcan know
who Heis, and you can know Him. Jesus came to reveal God
tous, and He did not fail in His mission.

The idea that God is a mystery as taught by the harlot of
Revelation 17 has no place among God’s people. Any
religious system that adopts a mystery god, has been
influenced and corrupted by this harlot.

Do not be afraid to look into this topic. If you have the truth,
you have nothing to fear.

Compare this book with the Bible. God will give you the
wisdom and courage to believe and live this truth.

Let’s take alook at the gods many Christians are worshiping
today...
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 2

IS GOD A MYSTERY?

1. Whatdid Jesus cometo earthtodo? See John 1:18.

2. What s the difference between God’s identity and His
nature?

3. How doweknow that Paul did not teach that God is a
mystery?

4. Willthe 144,000 be confused about who their God is?
Why or why not?

5. InRevelation 17:3—5, is mystery associated with the
faithful or apostate church?
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CHAPTER 3
THE GODS OF CHRISTIANITY

n the first two chapters, we established from the Bible
that we can know who God is and that it is an important
and salvational topic. We havelearned that the god of the
corrupt woman of Revelation 17 is a mystery, and
conversely, that the God of the pure woman is not a mystery.

Before we discover the identity of the true God of heaven, it
is beneficial to have a basic understanding of the gods most
Christians worship.

Yearsago,Ibelievedin thetrinity. WhenIwas challenged on
thistopic, I did not fully comprehend what was being shared
with me until I understood what the trinityis. Only then was
Iabletoseethedifference between what I believed and what
the Bible says.

There are three main teachings about the Godhead: trinity,
tritheism, and oneness/Jesus only/modalism.
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In any discussion, it is important to define the terminology
being used. For example, both the trinity and the oneness/
Jesus only/modalism theologies are monotheistic beliefs
that teach God is one. In this book, we will also discover that
God is one. However, we all differ on what we mean by “one
God.” Itisthe same with the terminologies “Son of God” and
“Spirit of God.”

Trinity
The trinity doctrine states that the one God of the Bible is

made up of three divine persons, as expressed in the
Athanasian Creed:

But thisis the catholic [universal] faith: That we worship
one God in trinity, and trinity in unity; Neither
confounding the persons; nor dividing the substance.
Forthere is one person of the Father: another of the Son:
anotherofthe Holy Ghost. Butthe Godhead ofthe Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one: the glory
equal, the majesty coeternal. Such as the Father is, such
is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father is
uncreated: the Son is uncreated: the Holy Ghost is
uncreated. The Father is immeasurable: the Son is
immeasurable: the Holy Ghost is immeasurable. The
Fatheriseternal: the Son eternal: the Holy Ghost eternal.
And yet they are not three eternals; but one eternal. As
also there are not three uncreated: nor three
immeasurable: but one uncreated, and one
immeasurable. So likewise the Father is almighty: the
Son almighty: and the Holy Ghost almighty. And yet they
are not three almighties: but one almighty. So the Father
isGod: the Sonis God: and the Holy Ghostis God. And yet
there are not three Gods; but one God. So the Father is
Lord: the Son Lord: and the Holy Ghost Lord. And yet not
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three Lords; butone Lord. Forlike aswe are compelled by
the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person by
himself to be God and Lord, so are we forbidden by the
catholic religion to say, there are three Gods, or three
Lords. The Father is made of none; neither created; nor
begotten. The Son is of the Father alone: not made; nor
created; butbegotten. The Holy Ghostisofthe Fatherand
the Son: not made; neither created; nor begotten; but
proceeding. Thus there is one Father, not three Fathers:
one Son, not three Sons: one Holy Ghost, not three Holy
Ghosts. And in this Trinity none is before or after
another: none is greater or less than another. But the
whole three Persons are co-eternal together, and co-
equal. So that in all things, as aforesaid, the Unity in
Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped. He
thereforethatwill besaved, mustthusthink of the Trinity
(Quoted in Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church
& Ecclesiastical History, The Complete 8 Volume
Edition, Section 132, 690—693).

This creed does contain some biblical truth. For example:

“The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten.
The Son is of the Father alone; not made nor created, but
begotten. The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son;

neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding.”

However, the little unscriptural phrases are enough to

poison the whole thing. For example:

“For there is one person of the Father: another of the Son:
another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one: the glory

equal, the majesty coeternal.”

This statement declares that three persons make up the
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Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. It also
states that the Holy Spirit is not the Father and not the Son
butis a different person all together.

“So the Father is God: the Son is God: and the Holy Ghost is
God. And yet there are not three Gods; but one God.”

“And in this Trinity none is before or after another: none is
greater orlessthan another. Butthe whole three Personsare
co-eternal together, and co-equal.”

This is saying that the Father is not before the Son, that the
three persons are all coeternal. If this is so, then the Son
could not have been begotten of the Father.

“The Son is of the Father alone; not made; nor created, but
begotten.”

Eternally begotten?

Here it becomes a little more complicated and mysterious.
Earlierweread, “Noneisbeforeorafteranother...coeternal
together.” Yet in the same creed, we read that Jesus is
“begotten.” This sounds contradictory. The Creed attempts
toharmonise this by stating that Jesus s eternally begotten:

“The only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, light from light, true God from true God, begotten
not made, consubstantial with the Father” (Niceno-
Constantinopolitan Creed as quoted in Cathechism of the
Catholic Church (Burns & Oates), 57).

The “eternally begotten” teaching is at times called the
“eternal generation of the Son.” Here is how the theologian
Louis Berkhof explainsiit:

“Itisthat eternal and necessary act of the first person in the
Trinity, whereby He, within the divine Being, is the ground
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of a second personal subsistence like His own, and puts this
second person in possession of the whole divine essence,
without any division, alienation, or change” (Louis Berkhof,
Systematic Theology, 94).

Eternal generation of the Son means that the first person of
the trinity, the Father, is eternally and continually (from all
eternity and never ceasing) begetting the second person of
the trinity, the Son of God, yet without producing two gods.
The term “eternal” removes this relationship of Father-Son
fromthelimitations of timeand space, suggesting thereisno
beginning or end of the generation, or begetting, of the Son
by the Father. We are told we cannot fully understand it
becauseitis a mystery to the human mind.

The end result is a philosophical and mysterious argument
maintaining that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are
coeternal. Without them being coeternal, there is no trinity
doctrine.

The idea of eternal generation was created to attempt to
harmonise the trinity philosophy and Christ’s Sonship. It
permits the biblical teaching that Jesus was begotten of the
Father in the “days of eternity” and also supports a doctrine
that deniestheliteral relationship of the Father and the Son.

Admittedly, the mysterious and incomprehensible idea of
eternal generation aligns itself to the biblical truth that
Christ is begotten of the Father. The argument does use
some correct terminology, but the theology behind the
terminology is faulty and destructive. Not all trinitarians
adheretothisteaching. Seeingitslack oflogicand scriptural
evidence, some—especially Protestants—have adopted
other beliefs.
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Became the Son of God?

Some believe that the second person of the trinity became
the Son of God at theincarnation, that He was not the Son of
God prior to the incarnation. Being born of God through
Mary qualified Him to have the title “Son of God,” limiting
Christ’s Sonship to His human birth.

In its comment under Acts 13:33, Dake’s Annotated
Reference Bible strongly rejects the doctrine of eternal
Sonship by stating:

“As God, the person we now know of as Jesus Christ had no
beginning, was not begotten, was not a Son, and did not
come into being . . . but as man and as God’s Son He was not
eternal, Hedid haveabeginning, Hewasbegotten, thisbeing
the same time Mary had a Son. Therefore, the doctrine of
eternal sonship of Jesus Christisirreconcilable to reason, is
unscriptural, and is contradictory to itself” (As quoted in
George W. Zeller and Renald E. Showers, The Eternal
Sonship of Christ: A Timely Defense of of this Vital Biblical
Doctrine), 31.

Dr. Walter Martin, a well-known theologian and author ofa
classic book on the cults, has also rejected the doctrine of
eternal Sonship:

“Scripturenowhere callsJesus Christtheeternal Son of God,
and he is never called Son at all prior to the incarnation,
exceptinpropheticpassagesinthe Old Testament. Theterm
Son itselfis a functional term, as is the term Father and has
no meaning apart from time. . . . Many heresies have seized
upontheconfusion created by theillogical “eternal Sonship”
or “eternal generation” theory of Roman Catholicism,
unfortunately carried over to some aspects of Protestant
theology. Finally, there cannot be any such thing as eternal
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Sonship. . . . The word Son in a temporal sense definitely
suggests inferiority” (Walter Martin, The Kingdom of the
Cults: The Definitive Work on the Subject, 117, 118).

The above authors, and many others, have not only rejected
the “eternal generation” theory but have gone the extra step
of denying the Sonship of Jesus prior to the incarnation.

A metaphor?

Others believe the second person of the trinity has been the
Son of God from all eternity, but they add that the Father-
Son relationship should be taken in a metaphorical sense,
notin aliteral sense. In other words, “Father” and “Son” are
notreal, notliteral, butaremeretitlesreflecting therolesthe
members of the trinity took to save humanity. According to
thistheory, the Sonship of Christisametaphor, notareality.

Fourth, a human child comes from its parents through
natural birth. In the case of the Godhead, however, the
Son proceeded from the Father, not as a divine
emanation or through natural birth, but to perform a
work of creation and redemption (John 8:42; 16:28).
There is no biblical support for the eternal generation of
the Son from the Father. The Son came from God but was
notgenerated by Him. Fifth, the father-sonimage cannot
beliterally applied to the divine Father-Son relationship
within the Godhead. The Son is not the natural, literal
Son of the Father. A natural child has a beginning, while
within the Godhead the Son is eternal. The term “Son” is
used metaphorically when applied to the Godhead. It
conveys the ideas of distinction of persons within the
Godhead and the equality of nature in the context of an
eternal, loving relationship (“A Question of Sonship,”
Bible Questions Answered, Adventist World, 2015,
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https://issuu.com/adventistworldmagazine/docs/
november_2015_nad).

“The Father-Son relationship in the Godhead should be
understood in a metaphorical sense, not in a literal sense”
(Max Hatton, Understanding the Trinity, 97).

The one thing in common between all these variations of the
trinity doctrine is the consistent denial of the real Father-
Son relationship.

One God in three?

To simplify this, the term “trinity” refers to one God in three
persons. Pope John Paul IT defined it:

“The one God whom we worship is a unity of Three Divine
Persons, ‘equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, yet one
Lord, one God, ever tobe adored’” (Address of His Holiness
John Paul IT, New Orleans, Saturday, 12 September 1987).

Pope Francis said:

“On this feast day in which we celebrate God: the mystery of
the one God. And this God is the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Three persons, but God is one! The Father is
God; the Son is God; the Spirit is God. But they are not three
gods:itisone God inthree Persons. Itis amystery that Jesus
Christ revealed to us: the Holy Trinity” (Angelus, Saint
Peter’s Square, Trinity Sunday, 30 May 2021).

This definition has spread everywhere within Christendom.
Catholics and the majority of Protestants adhere to it. Here
are some examples from Protestant churches:

Anglican Church

“There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without
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body, parts, or passions; of infinite power, wisdom, and
goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible
and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there be three
Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost” (“The Thirty-Nine Articles of
Religion,” Anglican Compass, https://anglicancompass.
com/the-thirty-nine-articles-of-religion/).

Methodist Church

“There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without
body or parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the
maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invisible.
And in unity of this Godhead there are three persons, of one
substance, power, and eternity—the Father, the Son,and the
Holy Ghost” (“The Articles of Religion in the Methodist
Church, The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist
Church—2016, http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/
the-articles-of-religion-of-the-methodist-church).

Presbyterian Church

“In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one
substance, power, and eternity; God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, neither
begotten, nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of
the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the
Father and the Son.” (“Through the Westminster
Confession,” Reformation 21, Alliance of Confessing
Evangelicals).

Seventh-day Adventist Church

“Seventh-day Adventist Christians believe there is one God.
And that this one God is three co-eternal Persons who work
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together in unity. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
have always been, and always will be” (“What Adventists
Believe About the Trinity,” Seventh-day Adventist Church,
https://www.adventist.org/trinity/).

“We do not believe in three Gods but one God in three
persons. In other words, God has revealed his nature as
Trinity, that is, three coeternal persons, who, though
distinct, constitute the one divine Trinitarian being”
(“Reflections,” Biblical Research Institute, General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, July 2008).

Not all members of these denominations subscribe to the
trinity doctrine. Some within these churches reject the
trinity and believe in tritheism.

Person orbeing?

It is also important to understand that in the trinitarian
teaching, the word “person” does not mean a “being.” Three
persons do not equal three beings; that is why they believe
thereis only one God, not three. Most theologians prefer the
term “hypostasis” rather than “person” because it is a word
that refers to the theological concept of a person that is
halfway between mere personality and an individual being.
This concept is explained in the following way:

The doctrine of a subsistence in the substance of the
Godhead brings to view a species of existence that is so
anomalous and unique, that the human mind derives
little or no aid from those analogies which assist it in all
other cases. The hypostasis is a real subsistence—a solid
essential form of existence, and notamere emanation, or
energy,ormanifestation—butitisintermediatebetween
substance and attributes. It is not identical with the
substance, for there are not three substances [or beings].
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It is not identical with attributes, for the three Persons
each and equally possess all the divine attributes. . . .
Hence thehuman mind is called upon to grasp the notion
of aspecies of existence that is totally sui generis, and not
capable of illustration by any of the ordinary
comparisons and analogies (Dr. Shedd, History of
Christian Doctrine, Volume 1, 365, as quoted in Philip
Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Volume 3,
Section 130, 676, 677).

Augustine could not define it

This strange idea of God is so difficult to understand that
even Augustine did not understand it. Augustine was the
most influential church writer to define the trinity and is
widelyrespected asan authorityamongtrinitarians. Ofhim,
Philip Schaff wrote:

“Ofallthe fathers, next to Athanasius, Augustine performed
the greatest service for this dogma [the trinity]” (Philip
Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Volume 3, Section
131,684).

Augustine said, “If we be asked to define the Trinity, we can
only say, it is not this or that” (As quoted in Philip Schaff,
History of the Christian Church, Volume 3, Section 130,
672).

Athanasius, one of the earliest and very influential
propagators of the trinity, “has candidly confessed that,
whenever he forced his understanding to meditate upon the
divinity of the Logos, his toilsome and unavailing efforts
recoiled onthemselves; that the more he thought, thelesshe
comprehended; and the more he wrote, the less capable was
heofexpressinghisthoughts” (Edward Gibbon, The History
ofthe Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Volume 3, 50).
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Athanasius and Augustine, the two men who did more to
formulate the doctrine of the trinity than any other, both
admitthattheydid notunderstand itand could not defineit.
This concept of God, as confusing and mysterious as it is, is
the most commonly accepted view among Christians.

Trinityillustrated

Hereis howthe trinityisillustrated by various churches:

Inthisillustration, the Holy Spiritisnot the Fatherand is not
the Son, and each of them is individually God yet together
make up the one God of the Bible.

Tritheism

Tritheismisthe concept that the one Godhead of the Bibleis
composed ofthreeseparatebeings/godswhoareoneintheir
nature, goals, plans, and purposes. This concept does not
teachone God, ratheritteachesone Godhead, whichismade
up of three gods.
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Remember, the Athanasian Creed says, “Neither
confounding the persons; nor dividing the substance.” The
term, “nor dividing the substance” refers directly to
tritheism. According to orthodox trinitarians, tritheism
divides the substance of God into three separate beings,
which would be three gods, hence tritheism. Notice the
following definition of the “orthodox trinity” in which the
definition of Tritheismis brought out:

The term person [hypostasis] must not be taken here in
thesensecurrentamongmen, asifthethreepersonswere
three different individuals, or three self-conscious and
separately acting beings. The trinitarian idea of
personality lies midway between that of a mere form of
manifestation, or a personation, which would lead to
Sabellianism [also called modalism], and the idea of an
independent, limited human personality, which would
result in tritheism. In other words, it avoids the . . .
unitarian trinity of a threefold conception and aspect of
one and the same being, and the . . . tritheistic trinity of
threedistinct and separate beings (Philip Schaff, History
of the Christian Church, Volume 3, Section 130, pages
676,677).

Tritheism teaches one godhead made up of three separate
beings or gods, which is a polytheistic theology (multiple
gods).

Of course, within tritheism, noneis before or after the other.
None was begotten of the other. Hence, the Father/Son
relationshipis notreal. Itis ametaphor.

And in tritheism, the Holy Spirit is not the Father, neitheris
itthe Son. Itis a third separate god.
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Oneness/Jesus only/modalism

Anotherviewthatisnotaswidelyaccepted is “Jesus only” or
modalism. This belief teaches that there is one god, a
singular divine spirit or being, who manifests himself as
three modes/manifestations: father, son, and holy spirit.

The core of this doctrine is that Jesusis the father, and Jesus
is the spirit. One god reveals himself in different “modes.”
There are no three persons/beings, only one person/being
with three manifestations.

Hence, thereis no literal Father or Son because there are no
two separate persons or beings. It is the same being
appearingin three different forms.

The trinity teaches one God made up of three persons, a
monotheistic theology. Tritheism teaches one godhead
made up of three beings or gods, a polytheistic theology.
Modalism teaches one being manifesting himself in three
different forms, a monotheistic theology.

These three beliefs are not the only way to define God within
Christendom, but they are the most widely known and
taught.

So, howmany Gods are there?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 3

THE GODS OF CHRISTIANITY

1. What are the three main beliefs about God within
Christianity?

2. What does the trinity teach?
3. Whatdoes tritheism teach?

4. What does oneness/Jesus only/modalism teach?
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CHAPTER 4
How MANY GODS ARE THERE?

one must consult the Bible, not tradition or man’s
philosophical ideas. In this topic, the first and most
basicfactthatneedstobeestablishedisthatthereisone God.

T o come to the correct understanding of Who God is,

The monotheistic (one God) teaching is a widespread belief
not only within Christendom, but also in other religions,
such as Islam and Judaism. However, not all monotheistic
believers worship the same God.

Our focus in this book is the God of Christianity. Almost all
Christians agree there is “one” God, and monotheism—the
oneness of God—is clearly the biblical truth.

However, simply believing in the oneness of God does not
mean one believes biblical truth. As we’ve seen, many
believe in a triune monotheistic god—the trinity; others
believe in three gods in one—tritheism; and still others
believe in a numerically one monotheistic god—modalism.
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How many Gods, according to the Bible?

The Bible clearly teaches there is one God. Both the Old and
New Testaments testify of this. Considerthese monotheistic
statements:

Hear, OIsrael: The LORD our Godis one LORD”
(Deuteronomy 6:4).

Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the
circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision
through faith (Romans 3:30).

As concerning therefore the eating of those things that
are offeredin sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol
is nothing in the world, and that there is none other
God but one (1 Corinthians 8:4).

Now amediatoris notamediator of one, but God
isone (Galatians 3:20).

One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all (Ephesians 4:6).

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well:
the devils also believe, and tremble (James 2:19).

For thereis one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).

Clearly, the God of Christianity is one God. The Bible is a
monotheisticbook. It does not present one godhead orthree
gods but one God.

Elohim and theos

The Hebrew word for God is elohim, and it is a plural word.
Hence, a tritheist might use this line of reasoning to try to
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prove a plurality of God. A trinitarian would use a different
variation of the same argument.

Please note that the New Testament was not written in
Hebrew but in Greek. The Greek word translated “God” in
theverses aboveis theos, which is the singular form for God.

The Greek plural form of the word theos is theoi. The plural
form is used five times in the New Testament. See John
10:34; Acts 14:11; 19:26; 1 Corinthians 8:5.

Notice how Jesus used the plural form:

Isitnotwritteninyour law, I said, Ye are gods? [theoi]
(John1o:34).

John, the writer of this Gospel, deliberately used the plural
form of the word.

Jesus was quoting from Psalm 82:6:

“Thavesaid, Ye are gods [elohim]; and all of you are
children of the Most High.”

When John recorded the words of Jesus, he interpreted the
plural Hebrew word elohim as theoi (plural in Greek). He
understood that the word elohim was not referring to the
God of heaven but to the believers.

In contrast, when talking about the true God, Jesus used the
singular form of the Greek word:

And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandmentsis, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God
[theos]isone Lord (Mark 12:29).

Jesus was quoting the verse we read earlier:

Hear, OIsrael: The LORD our God [elohim]is
one LORD (Deuteronomy 6:4).
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The Hebrew word for “God” in this verse is elohim, the same
word used in Psalm 82:6 referring to the believers. It is
revealing that when referring to God, Jesus translated this
plural Hebrew word as theos (singular), not theoi (plural).

This indicates that the God of the Bible is a singular,
monotheistic God. When referring to the true God, Jesus
and the disciples did not understand the word elohim to
mean a plurality of gods (polytheism).

The concept of three gods (tritheism) contradicts Scripture.
If tritheism is correct, the New Testament writers would
have always used the plural Greek word theoi instead of the
singular theos when referring to God.

Paul confirmed this:

Forthough there be that are called gods [plural theoi],
whether in heaven orin earth (as there be gods many,
and lords many), but to us thereis but one God
[singulartheos], the Father, of whom are all things,
and wein him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are
all things, and we by him
(1 Corinthians 8:5, 6).

The verses stating that God is one, and the New Testament
authors’ intentional use of the singular Greek word when
referringto God, issufficientevidencetoruleouttritheism—
three gods. Jesus, the disciples, and all the New Testament
writers believed and taught monotheism.

The problem is that trinitarian theology, oneness/Jesus
only/modalism theology, and one true God theology, all
agree there is one God. Hence, simply stating there is “one
God” does not clearly define where one stands.

A trinitarian can say amen to the above verses and still hold
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to his trinitarian belief, because according to the trinity,
there is “one” god, although made up of three persons. A
onenesstheologybeliever could also agree with theseverses.
These theologies are monotheistic, but they are not biblical.
Therefore, one must study the Bible to discover the truth.

Both Father and Son referred to as “God”

Jesus was called God more than oncein the New Testament.
Thomas called Him “my Lord and my God” (John 20:28).
God the Fatheralsoreferred to Jesus as God in Hebrews 1:8.
And though Jesus testified that He is the Son of God, and
never directly claimed to be God, the New Testament
presents Him as:

« Equal with God — Philippians 2:6

« Divine —John1:1

« Usingthe name of God —John 8:58

» Receiving worship — Matthew 14:33
The Old Testament testifies to this as well:

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
yetheway of the LORD [Jehovah], make straight in the
desert a highway for our God [elohim]

(Isaiah 40:3).

Matthew quoted this verse:

Forthisis he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias,
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepareye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight (Matthew 3:3).

This prophecy speaks about John the Baptist, who would
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prepare the way for the Messiah. Interestingly, Isaiah called
the Messiah Lord (Jehovah) and our God (elohim).

Thomas was doing the same thing when he referred to Jesus
as “my Lord and my God.” As a Jew, he no doubt knew these
prophecies and was waiting for the promised Messiah, as
werethe other Jews. By hiswords “my Lord and my God,” he
was proclaiming to Jesus, “You are the One Isaiah
prophesied—the promised Messiah to whom the prophecies
pointed!”

Hereis another verse in Isaiah declaring Jesus to be God:

Forunto us a childis born, unto us asonis given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God [elohim] (Isaiah 9:6).

We find another example by comparing a prophecy in Joel
with Peter’s and Paul’s applications of it:

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on
thename of the LORD [Jehovah] shall be delivered: for
in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance,
asthe LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the
LORD shallcall (Joel 2:32).

Peter quoted this verse in reference to Jesus:

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on
thename of the Lord shall be saved (Acts 2:21).

Peter was referring to Jesus in his discourse on the day of
Pentecost. If you keep reading, you will come to verse 36,
where he said:
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Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whomye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36).

Hereis Peter’smessage: Jesusis the Lord and the Christ. He
isdivine. Heisthe Onewhowasprophesiedinthescriptures.
Peter took a prophecy that speaks of Jehovah and applied it
to Jesus. It shows his conviction of Christ’s deity.

Paul did the same thing:

Forwhosoever shall callupon the name of the Lord
shallbe saved (Romans 10:13).

So, is Jesus God? Yes! Most unequivocally—Jesus is God.
This presents a problem in some people’s understanding:

Ifthe Fatheris God, and Jesusis God, yet there aren’t two or
three Gods but only one God, then doesn’t this mean the
trinity is the most logical answer to this conundrum?

Some have resorted to believing in the trinity while others
deny that Jesus is God—either by denying His deity
altogether or by describing Him as a lesser God than the
Father. Both positions are extreme and miss the Bible’s
intended meaning.

To arrive at a harmonious and biblical understanding, we
need to answer few questions:

« What does the Bible mean by one God?
« Whoisitreferringto?

« Why isJesus called God?
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Five stages

We will address these questions in future chapters as we
examine Scripture in relation to these five stages:

The Old Testament

Whom did the Jews worship? What did monotheism mean
tothem? WastheirmonotheisticGod atrinityorwas Heone,
individual, divine Person?

John the Baptist

What did this divinely chosen man who announced the
coming of the Messiah understand about God?

The Gospels

During His incarnation, what did Jesus teach about God?
Whatversion ofmonotheismdid Headvocate? Andwhatdid
the Jewsin His day believe?

The apostles’writings from Pentecost onward

What version of monotheism did they advocate?

The Revelation

In this book that gives us insight into the future and what
goes on in heaven, what version of monotheism do we find
there?

54



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 4

How MANY GODS ARE THERE?

. Howmany Gods does the Bible say there are? List five
Bible passages to support your answer.

. Why does elohim, a plural Hebrew word, not point to
aplural God?

. Whenreferring to God, did Jesus use a plural or
singular word?

. Does the Bible refer to Jesus as God?

. Inwhat ways does the Bible call Jesus God?
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CHAPTER 5
WHO IS THE GOD OF THE BIBLE?

nthepreviouschapter, weestablished fromthe Biblethat
there is one God. The Bible is a monotheistic book. We
also saw that there are different monotheistic concepts.

Is the God of the Bible a triune monotheistic God, oris He a
one individual monotheistic God?

This chapter will be a very short and direct answer to these
questions. Chapters 6 through 10 will be a more detailed
answerin which we will examine morebiblical evidence that
runs harmoniously throughout the whole Bible.

The only Source

Our first verse is from the lips of Jesus:

Andthisis life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent
(Johniy:3).
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AccordingtoJesus, the only true God is God the Father—the
Onewhosent Himtothisearth. Jesuswasbeingveryspecific
and exclusive when He said “the only true God” by using the
word “only”—meaning no one else is God.

WasJesus saying that He Himselfis not a divine being? That
cannot be. The Bible clearly tells us that Jesus is divine.

Jesus was saying that the Father is the only Source of
Godship, or divinity.

Consider these verses:

Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;
who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which
no man can approach unto; whomno man hath seen,
nor can see: towhom be honour and power
everlasting. Amen (1 Timothy 6:15, 16).

“Whom no man hath seen nor can see” clearly refers to God
the Father, as Jesus was seen by many when He was on this
earth.

If “who only hath immortality” points to God the Father,
what about angels? Enoch? Moses? Elijah? What about the
“firstfruits” resurrected at Jesus’s crucifixion who were
created, translated, and resurrected—don’t they all have
immortality? What about Adam and Eve before the fall, and
what about the redeemed at the end of time?

Paul answered in his words about the redeemed:

Inamoment,in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
beraised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For

this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
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mortal must put on immortality
(1 Corinthians 15:52, 53).

Clearly, the dead in Christ will have immortality, although it
is conditional.

So, how can only God the Father have immortality? The
answer is that God the Father is the only Source of
immortality.

This understanding honours the exclusivity brought out in
the text, “who only hath immortality,” and harmonises it
with therestofthe Bible, which statesthat other beings have
immortality.

The same principle applies with the phrase “the only true
God.”

Consider these verses:

As concerning therefore the eating of those things that
are offeredin sacrifice unto idols, we know that anidol
is nothing in the world, and that there is none other
God but one. For though there be that are called gods,
whether in heaven orin earth (as there be gods many,
and lords many), but to us thereis but one God, the
Father, ofwhom are all things, and we in him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
him (1 Corinthians 8:4—6).

After stating that there is no other God but one, Paul
identified this one God. Writing to the believers in Jesus, he
said, “There is but one God, the Father.” This verse clearly
statesthattheone God ofthe Bibleisnotacommitteeofthree
but God the Father. Then Paul explained why the Father is
the one God by saying, “Of whom are all things.” God the
Father, the one God of the Bible, is the Source of all things.
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Theterm “one God” refers to the one Source of all things, not
the only one being with a divine or God nature.

This is in perfect harmony with what Jesus said, that the
Father is the “only true God,” meaning, the only Source of
divinity and Godship.

God the Father is the one God of the Bible. He is the
monotheistic God since He is the Source of all things.

Notice what Jesus said:

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given
to the Son to have life in himself (John 5:26).

The life mentioned in this verse is an eternal and immortal
life. The Father “hath life in himself,” meaning it is an
unborrowed and underivedlife. The Fatherisnotdependent
on anyone else for thislife; He is the Source of life.

Givinglife to the Son

Jesus went on to say that as the Father hath life in Himself,
so hath he given to the Son to have life in Himself.

There are two important facts in this verse:
The Father gave the life He hasin Himself to His Son.

As aresult, Jesus has the same life in Himself as the Father
hasin Himself.

This means Jesus has this immortal, divine, original and
unborrowed life in Himself. Why? Because the Father gave
itto Him. Thisemphasises that the Fatheris the Source of all
things, including the life of His Son.

Here is another verse that clearly states who the God of the
Bibleis:
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Thereis one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all,

and through all, andinyou all
(Ephesians 4:4-6).

Although Paul mentioned one Spirit and one Lord, he still
emphasised only one God. He also specified who this one
Godis. Itisnot the Spirit, neitherisit the Lord, neitherisita
combination of all three. It is the Father. Why? Because He
is “above all, and through all, and inyou all.”

The Father is the Source of all things. He is the origin of
everything and everyone.

Justasidenotehere. In orderto prove a triune monotheistic
God, many Christians look for verses that mention Father,
Son, and Spirit and think that is evidence of a triune God.
They assume that since all three are mentioned, then all
three must make up the one God of the Bible.

That is incorrect thinking. It’s important to understand
what the author meant by the verse. This passage from
Ephesiansis a perfect example of misusing scriptures.

Three = atrinity?

Paul did mention one Lord, one Spirit,and one God, but that
does not mean a trinity. A simple reading of the text reveals
who the one God is. Itis God the Father, not a trinity.

Hereis another text used to prove a trinity simply because it
mentions the three:

Goyetherefore, and teach all nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost (Matthew 28:19).
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Looking at the context of this verse, we discover that Jesus
was not talking about who God is. He was not identifying the
God of the Bible. The word “God” is not even mentioned in
the whole chapter!

Jesus was instructing the disciples about baptism. He said
there is a Father, a Son, and a Spirit but did not speak to the
relationship between them. To examine what the Bible says
about that, we must look to other Bible passages, such as 1
John 5:7. You can explore these passages in the Objections
section of my online Godhead Course. Scan the barcode on
the back cover of this book to go there.

To this point, Scripture has shown that the one God of the
Bibleis Godthe Father,and that Heisthe Source ofall things.

Consider this verse:

Andwhen all things shall be subdued unto him, then
shallthe Son also himself be subject unto him that put
allthings under him, that God may be allin all
(1 Corinthians 15:28).

Why will Jesus be subject unto the Father?
“That God [the Father] maybeallin all.”

Why? Because the Father is the Source of all things,
including the life of His Son.

Itisveryimportant to have a good understanding regarding
the monotheistic nature of God, that He is God the Father.
This is the foundation of identifying who God is.

The Bible does not teach a triune monotheistic God. It tells
usvery clearlythatthe one God ofthe Bibleis God the Father.
He,the Father,isthe Source of all things, including the life of
His Son.
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There are many more verses to prove this conclusion. This
study wasjust a brieflook into this topic.

Let’s dig deeper into what the Bible says about the
monotheisticGod...

63



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 5

WHO IS THE GOD OF THE BIBLE?

1. AccordingtoJesus, whoisthe only true God?
2. How can only God the Father have immortality?
3. Why is the Father the monotheistic God of the Bible?

4. Why does Jesus have immortal, divine, original,
unborrowed life in Himself?

5. Does Matthew 28:19 present God as a trinity? Why or
whynot?
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CHAPTER 6
MONOTHEISM IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT

is monotheistic (one God) and not tritheistic

indicates that the teaching of three gods is not in
harmony with Scripture. However, there are two other
optionsto consider:

I I aving established the fact that the God of the Bible

First, the trinity. Did the Old Testament Jews worship a
triune monotheistic god?

Second, oneness/Jesus only/modalism. Or did they
worship a one individual monotheistic God?

The Jews of that era were of course limited to Old Testament
Scripture in understanding who they worshiped. With New
Testament Scripture, a greater knowledge of God is afforded
to the Christian. However, the Old Testament shows us four
key facts that shaped those Jews’ identification of God:
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1. Godisone.

2. Theword elohim, translated as “God,” is a plural
Hebrew noun.

3. Though there is only one God, there is evidence of two
divine Beings.

4. Thereis an entity called the Spirit of God—the Holy
Spirit.
Godisone

Thou shalt have no other gods before me
(Exodus 20:3).

Unto theeit was shewed, that thou mightest know that
the LORD heis God; thereis none else beside him
(Deuteronomy 4:35).

Hear, OIsrael: The LORD our Godis one LORD
(Deuteronomy 6:4).

Clearly, the Jews of the Old Testament believed that God is
one.

Does this prove that the ancient Jews believed their
monotheistic God was a plurality?
Elohim = God a trinity?

The word elohim is the plural form of the word el. However,
it does not automatically imply that God is a trinity:

The plural form of the word elohim can be used for a singular
person:
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Andthe LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a
god [elohim]to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall
be thy prophet (Exodus 7:1).

Andthe LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the
Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very greatin
theland of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants,
and in the sight of the people (Exodus 11:3).

Although elohim is a plural noun, it is used in reference to
Moses, asingular person, toindicate greatness and majesty.
This means that even though it is a plural word, it does not
automatically prove a plurality of persons.

Likewise, the use of elohim in reference to God can be
understood to indicate greatness and majesty, instead of
plurality of persons.

When kings or queens use the pronouns “we” or “our,” they
are only referring to themselves as (one singular person).
This is called the “plural of majesty” and is the reason why
God used this plural noun to describe how He would make
Moses mighty and powerful in Pharaoh’s eyes.

The use of elohim is an indication of greatness and majesty,
not a trinity.

Elohim is not the only Hebrew word that is grammatically
plural but used singularly:

Andthe angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of
water inthe wilderness, by the fountain in the way
to Shur (Genesis16:7).

The word “water” comes from the plural Hebrew noun
mayim.
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And he [Joseph]washed his face, and went out, and
refrained himself, and said, Set on bread
(Genesis 43:31).

Theword “face” comes from the plural Hebrewnoun panim.
Joseph didn’t have more than one face. Again, a plural
Hebrew word is used in a singular way. This is unique to the
Hebrewlanguage.

Although elohimis a plural word, it does not mean that God
is a plurality of persons. We must rightly divide the Word of
God.

If Jesus and the apostles understood the word elohim as
plural, theywould have translated itinto the pluralin Greek.
But they translated it into the singular, shedding light on
how they understood the word elohim:

And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandmentsis, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God
[theos]isone Lord (Mark 12:29).

The Jews did not read triunity into the plural word elohim.
Hence, itis not a decisive argument to use the plural form of
el as proof of a trinity.

The plural word elohim can be used in its singular meaning
todescribe a singular Being using the plural of majesty, orto
describe a triune being, as when the word elohim is used in
referencetoidols. Interpretationisnotanargumentthatcan
stand alone. One must consider the full weight of biblical
evidence, and then allow the Bible to determine how to
interpret the word.
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Two divine Beings

Sodom and Gomorrah

Thenthe LORD [Jehovah] rained upon Sodom and
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD
[Jehovah] out of heaven (Genesis 19:24).

Thisverse speaksoftwobeingsreferred toasJehovah. Inthe
previous chapter one finds the conversation between
Abraham and the being who appeared to him. In that
conversation, the One who appeared and spoke with
Abraham was called Jehovah.

Consider:

And the men turned their faces from thence, and went
toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the
LORD [Jehovah].And the LORD [Jehovah]said, IfI
findin Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will
spare allthe place for their sakes (Genesis 18:22, 26).

So,Jehovah, who appeared to Abraham with the two angels,
rained down fire and brimstone from up in heaven. This is
evidence of two divine Beings referred to as Jehovah in the
Old Testament.

Joshua and the heavenly being

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that
he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there
stood aman over against him with his sword drawn in
his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto
him, Art thou for us, or for
our adversaries? (Joshua 5:13).

The heavenly being replied:
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Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now

come. AndJoshua fell on his face to the earth, and did

worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto
his servant? (Joshua 5:14).

Joshuaworshiped the Captain of the host of the LORD.

Two Beings are mentioned in this verse: the captain of the
host (angels), and Jehovah, to whom the heavenly host
belong.

The Captain cannot be simplyahigh-ranking angel, because
angels reject any worship from men. We see this
demonstrated when an angel appeared to John:

Andwhen I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship
beforethefeet of the angel which shewed me these
things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: forI
am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the
prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this
book: worship God (Revelation 22:8, 9).

The angel who appeared to John rejected John’s worship,
but the Being who appeared to Joshua, and identified
Himself as the “captain of the host of the LORD” did not
reject Joshua’s worship, indicating that this Being is divine
and worthy of worship.

Joshua and the heavenly Being give evidence of two divine
beings worthy of worship: the Captain of the angels, and
Jehovah, to whom the angels belong.

These two examples disprove the oneness/Jesus only/
modalismtheology. The fact that there are two divine beings
disprove the idea of only one divine being manifesting in
three different forms.

Ifthe oneness theologyis correct, then there cannotbe more
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than one divine being; however, the scriptures clearly
disprove this notion.

So far, tritheism (three gods) and the oneness (Jesus only/
modalism) theology have been ruled out.

Evidence of the Spirit of God—the Holy Spirit

Below are key Old Testament references regarding the Holy
Spirit:

Inthe beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God moved upon the face of the waters
(Genesisi:1,2).

Note the possessive terminology used in this verse: “the
Spirit of God.”

It does not say: “God the Spirit.” Big difference!

Itiscleartherearetwo Beingsreferredtoaselohiminthe Old
Testament. There is no mention of a third being called
elohim the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is referred to only as the
Spirit of elohim.

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and
allthe host of them by the breath of his mouth
(Psalm33:6).

The Hebrew word for “breath” is ruah, which is the same
word translated as “Spirit” in Genesis 1:2, where the Bible
says, “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters” (Genesis 1:2).

Psalm 33:6 and Genesis 1:2 demonstrate that “the Spirit of
God”is “the breath of God.”
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Jesus confirmed this in His interaction with His disciples:

Andwhen he had said this, he breathed on them, and
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost
(John20:22).

Jesus breathed His own breath, or Spirit, upon them.

“Spirit of God” and “breath of God” are associated in other
places in the Bible as well:

The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the
Almighty hath given me life (Job 33:4).

The Spirit of God is the breath (life) of God. That is the
definition of ruah.

Therefore, Genesis 1:2 tells us that when God created the
world, His Spirit, or His breath, moved upon the face of the
waters. When you speak, your breath comes out with your
words. The Bible tells us, “By the word of the LORD were the
heavens made” (Psalm 33:6), and, “He spake and it was”
(verse9).

Thus, the creative words:
Let there be light: and therewas light (Genesis 1:3).

When the Bible says, “And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters,” it is not referring to a third divine being
or person called “God the Holy Spirit.” We must conclude
that “the Spirit of God” refers to the breath of God, the word
of God, and the life of God:

The Spirit of the LORD [Jehovah] spake by me, and his
word was inmy tongue (2 Samuel 23:2).

Jehovah, by His Spirit, spoke through David. “His word”—
Jehovah’s word—was in David’s tongue. The “his” refers to
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Jehovah, not to another entity called God the Spirit. It is a
possessive pronoun. The word belongs to Jehovah, just as
the Spirit belongs to Jehovah. The following verse sheds
light on this as well:

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy
holy spirit fromme (Psalm 51:11).

This verse equates the Holy Spirit with the presence of God.
God can be everywhere present through His Spirit. It is His
veryown life,breath, and energising presence with which He
anointed His prophets:

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the
LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto
the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound
(Isaiah 61:1).

Just as God anointed His prophets in the Old Testament,
Jesus would also be anointed with the Spirit, or life, of God.
This is revealed in Isaiah’s prophecies of Jesus and in the
account of Jesus’s baptism:

And the spirit ofthe LORD shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the
fear ofthe LORD (Isaiah 11:2).

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mineelect, in
whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon
him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles
(Isaiah 42:1).

And Jesus, when he was baptised, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were
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opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him
(Matthew 3:16).

These verses say nothing about “God the Holy Spirit” but
speak of the Spirit of a holy God. And because the Spirit of
God is the life and presence of God, God the Father Himself
wasindJesus Christreconcilingtheworld unto Himself,aswe
read in the following verses:

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them;
and hath committed unto us the word
of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:19).

Believest thou not that I amin the Father, and the
Fatherin me? The words that I speak unto you I speak
not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth theworks (John14:10).

Now, let us turn to a mistranslated and misunderstood
verse:

Comeye near untome, hear yethis; I have not spoken
in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was,
theream I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath

sentme (Isaiah 48:16).

Hereisthe same verse in a few other translations:

Andnow the Lord God has sent me, and given me
his spirit (BBE).

Andnow the Lord GOD has sent me and
his Spirit (RSV).

Andnow the Lord Jehovah hath sent me, and
His Spirit (YLT).
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Accordingtothe context, the speaker appearstobe Christ. It
was God the Father who sent Jesus on His mission to earth.
SeeJohn 3:16.

When Jesus came into the world as the Messiah, God sent
His Holy Spirit to rest upon Him, as mentioned repeatedly
in the Bible (Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 61:1—3; Matthew 3:16; Luke
4:18;John1:32,33; Acts 10:38).

In Isaiah 48:16, Christ was simply stating that God the
Father sent Him and anointed Him with the Father’s Spirit.
There was only one sender, the Father, not two. Jesus
expressed this in the New Testament many times (John
5:30,36,37;6:39,44,57;8:16,18,29,42;12:49;14:24;17:21,
25;20:21; Galatians 4:4—-6; 1John 4:10, 14).

Jesus explained Isaiah 48:16 when He said:

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as
my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And when
he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost
(John20:21, 22).

Jesussentthedisciplesinthe samewaythe Fathersent Him.
He gave them the commission to go, and He breathed on
them the Holy Spirit (John 20:22). That is exactly what the
verse we are examining says. Here it is again from the Bible
in Basic English translation:

“And now the Lord God has sent me, and given me
his spirit.”

The Old Testament does not teach that the Holy Spirit is a
third member of the Godhead or is an individual named
“God the Spirit.” Rather, it teaches that it is the ruah, the
breath of God, the Spirit and life of God. It is the presence of
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one divine Being that He gave to the other.

Let’s let the Bible identify these two divine Beings.. .
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 6

MONOTHEISM IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

. Iselohim, a plural Hebrew word, used as a plural or
singular word in the Old Testament?

. Howmany divine Beings does the Bible present?

. Which term does the Old Testament use—“Spirit of
God” or “God the Spirit”?

. Doesthe Old Testament teach that a spiritisits own
being or that it belongs to another being?

. Doesthe Spirit of God moving on the face of the
waters indicate that the Holy Spirit is the third person
ofthe Godhead? See Genesis 1:2. Why or why not?
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CHAPTER 7
THE Two DIVINE BEINGS IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT

he Old Testament is clear that:
Thereis one God.
Elohim is a plural word but the Bible uses it in a singular

sense.

The Holy Spirit is not another God, is not called “God the
Holy Spirit,” but is the spirit, presence, and life of God that
He placed on His Son Jesus.

Therearetwodivine Beings, and the Old Testamentrefersto
both as God.

But who exactly are They?

The Old Testament describes the two divine Beings in more
than one way.
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The LORD and His Angel, or Messenger

And the angel of God [elohim], which went before the
camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and
the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and
stood behind them (Exodus 14:19).

Andit cameto pass, that in the morning watch the
LORD [Jehovah] looked unto the host of the Egyptians
through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled

the host of the Egyptians (Exodus 14:24).

Note: These two verses together identify the angel of God as
the LORD, or Jehovah.

Noticealsothewordsin Deuteronomy, referringtothesame
“angel”:

Yet in this thing ye did not believe the LORD [Jehovah]
your God [elohim], who went in the way before you, to
search you out a place to pitch your tentsin, in fire by
night, to shew you by what way ye should go, andina
cloud by day (Deuteronomy 1:32, 33).

The angel of God is said to have been the one leading Israel
in the pillar of cloud and of fire, yet this individual is also
referred to by the name Jehovah and the title elohim. Both
God and His Angel are referred to as Jehovah and elohim,
henceboth are divine. But nonetheless, Oneis referred to as
the Angel, or Messenger, of the Other.

There are two divine Beings, yet One is the Messenger of the
Other.

Another interesting insight about this “Angel” is found in
Isaiah. Heis called the Angel of His presence:
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Twill mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and
the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD
hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward
the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them
according to his mercies, and according to the
multitude of his lovingkindnesses. For he said, Surely
they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was
their Saviour. In all their affliction he was afflicted, and
the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in
his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and
carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled, and
vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be
their enemy, and he fought
against them (Isaiah 63:7-10).

Here the Angel of God is called the Angel of His presence,
whois also called elohim and Jehovah. In verse 8 Jehovah is
theSaviour of His children;inverse 9, the Angel of Jehovah’s
presence saved them.

This passage teaches that:

The Angel of God is the presence of Jehovah. Wherever He
is, Jehovah is. He represents Jehovah. He is the Messenger
and presence of God.

Both Jehovah and His Angel are referred to as having saved
the people. Two divine Beings are involved in the work of
redemption. Yet One is described as the presence of the
Other.

It is important to look at the full context, because it sheds
somelight on the Ten Commandments:

And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD
thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of
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Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no
other gods before me (Exodus 20:1-3).

God continued speaking, but the people were afraid, so they
asked Moses to speak to God for them:

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near
unto the thick darkness where God was. And the LORD
said unto Moses, thus thou shalt say unto the children
of Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked with you from
heaven (Exodus 20:21, 22).

The same Being referred to as Jehovah and elohim
continued speaking with Moses. There is no interruption in
the speech until the end of Chapter 23.

Notice what this same Jehovah, who spoke the Ten
Commandments, says at the end of the same conversation,
with no interruptions:

Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the
way, and to bring thee into the place which I have
prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke
him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions:
formynameisin him. Butifthou shaltindeed obey his
[the Angel’s]voice,and do all that I[GOD] speak; then I
will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary
unto thine adversaries. For mine Angel shall go before
thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the
Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off
(Exodus 23:20—23).

Notice two things from this passage:

First, God said in verse 22, “But if thou shalt indeed obey his
[the Angel’s] voice, and do all that I[GOD] speak...”
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In other words, God said, “this Angel will speak my words; I
speak through His voice. He is my Word. He is the Word of
God. He is My thoughts made audible.”

Second, God said, “My name is in him,” implying that this
Angel bears God’s own nature and authority.

The other divine Being;:
« Isthe Angel, or Messenger, of God
« Isthe Presence of God
e Isthe Voice of God
+ Isthe Word of God
« Hasthe name (nature and authority) of God in Him

With this in mind, who was it who spoke the Ten
Commandments, and to whom does the first
Commandment refer?

Just before Stephen was stoned, he said:

When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he
drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto
him, saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold. Then said
the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the
placewhere thou standest is holy ground. I have seen, I
have seen the affliction of my people which isin Egypt,
and I have heard their groaning, and am come down to
deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into
Egypt. This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who
made thee aruler and ajudge? The same did God send
to be aruler and a deliverer by the hand of the angel
which appeared to himin the bush. He brought them
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out, after that he had shewed wonders and signs in the
land of Egypt, andin the Red sea, and in the wilderness
fortyyears. This is that Moses, which said unto the
children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him
shallye hear. This is he, that was in the church in the
wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the
mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the
lively oracles to give unto us (Acts 7:31—38).

In light of this, it was the Angel of God who spoke the 10
Commandments—the same Angel who spoke to Moses from
the burning bush. However, He spoke the words of God,
Jehovah, the Ancient of Days, because He is the voice—the
logos or WORD—of God. Interestingly enough, Stephen
calls Him “the voice of the Lord” (Acts 7:31).

Therefore, the Commandmentthatsays “Thoushalthaveno
other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3), must refer to Jehovah
rather than to the Angel of Jehovah whose voice was heard
speaking those words.

Furthermore, notice what is recorded when the Angel of
Jehovah appeared to Moses in the burning bush:

Andthe angel of the LORD appeared unto himina
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked,
and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush
was not consumed. And when the LORD saw that he
turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here
am I. Moreover he [the Angel of the LORD]said, I am
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for
hewas afraid to look upon God
(Exodus 3:2,4,6).
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Here we see the Angel, or Messenger, of Jehovah saying:

Iamthe God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob (Exodus 3:6).

What does this claim mean?

Was the Angel of Jehovah claiming to be the One God of the
Bible, or was the One God of the Bible speaking through His
Word?

Notice whom Peter understood the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacobtobe:

The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the
God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom
ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of
Pilate, when he was determined to let
himgo (Acts 3:13).

According to Peter, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is
the Father of Jesus. Hence, a more accurate understanding
of Exodus 3:6 is that the One God of the Bible was speaking
through His Messenger. It was the words of God through the
voice of His Angel, who is equally divine with Him.

Here we see two divine Beings referred to as Jehovah and
elohim. One of these two Beings is said to be the:

» Angel of Jehovah

« Presence of Jehovah

« Voice of Jehovah

« Onein whom Jehovah put Hisname

Evenifthatwereallthe Old Testamentreveals aboutthetwo
divine Beings, it does not support a trinity—at best, two
Gods, or one God made up of two Persons/Beings.
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After all, the evidence so far shows the existence of two, not
three, Beings/Persons referred to as Jehovah and elohim.
And the Holy Spirit is never referred to as “God the Holy
Spirit” in the Old Testament. The trinity requires three
divine persons, not two. However, the Old Testament
reveals more information that sheds light on this topic.

God and His Son (Proverbs 8:22—-30; 30:4)

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before hisworks of old. Iwas set up from everlasting,
fromthe beginning, or ever the earth was. When there
wereno depths, [ was brought forth; when there were
no fountains abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought
forth: while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the

fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world.

When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he
setacompass upon the face of the depth: when he

established the clouds above: when he strengthened

the fountains of the deep: when he gave to the sea his

decree, that the waters should not pass his
commandment: when he appointed the foundations of

the earth: then Iwas by him, as one brought up with

him: and I'was daily his delight, rejoicing always
before him (Proverbs 8:22—30).

Somewouldliketoapplythis passagetothe “wisdom” of God
since, contextually speaking, that is what is being spoken
about. However, if we apply this passage to the attribute of
wisdom alone, we will run into deep trouble.

The text clearly states that “wisdom” was “possessed” or
“brought forth” at a certain “point” in the days of eternity
before anything was created. If the text is referring to the
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attribute of wisdom only, it would imply that before that
“point,” God was not wise or did not possess the attribute of
wisdom!

Moreover, the way the author records it does not fit with it
being simply an attribute. It is more fitting to apply it to a
“person”or a “being.”

Notice the following phrases in Proverbs 8:30:
» “Iwasbyhim.”
« Iwasas “onebrought up with him.”
 “I'wasdaily his delight.”
« Twas “rejoicing always before him.”
Now consider how Proverbs refers to Wisdom:
« The giver of life and death (8:35, 36)
« The giver of wealth (8:18—21) and security (1:33)

 The source of counsel, wisdom, understanding, and
strength (8:14)

 The source of government, rulership, and authority
(8:15)

 The source of happiness (3:13,18)

« The source of revelation (8:6—10, 32, 34)

 The oneto be sought after/found/called (1:28; 8:17)
« The one wholoves and isto beloved (8:17)

» The one who calls to men and seeks for them (8:4)

» The onewholeadsin the way (3:17; 8:20, 32)
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This language is not describing an attribute. It is describing
a Person—Jesus Christ!

The verses from Proverbs 8:22 to the end of Proverbs 9 all
apply to Jesus, for He is the “wisdom of God.” See 1
Corinthians1:24,30 and compare Matthew 23:34 with Luke
11:49.

Also consider:

Then Iwas beside him, like a master workman; and I
was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always
(Proverbs 8:30 RSV).

Contextually, this is referring to the time of creation. The
point of the text is that during the work of creation, Wisdom
was there as a “master workman”—a skilled architect.

Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? Who
hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who hath bound the
watersin a garment? Who hath established all the ends
of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s
name, if thou canst tell? (Proverbs 30:4).

Again, while referring to the work of creation, the author
attributes creation to two Individuals and identifies Them
by relationship as Father and Son. The Son of God, Wisdom,
was with the Father during creation.

Proverbs 8 presents two divine Beings involved in creation,
God and His Son.

The Son of God is the Angel of God, the presence of God, the
Voice of God, the Word of God, and the Wisdom of God.
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A God and His God

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of
thy kingdom s a right sceptre. Thou lovest
righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God,
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness
above thy fellows (Psalm 45:6, 7).

This passagereferstotwo Beings. The one being spokentois
referred to as God:

“Thythrone, O God...”

Then the passage goes on to say, “Therefore God, thy God,
hath anointed thee.”

Thus, the one whois being spoken to has a God, even though
he himselfis referred to as God.

Let’s compare this passage with Hebrews 1:8, 9:

But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy
kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

Wediscover that the one being spoken toin Psalm 45:6, 7, is
the Messiah. We can conclude that the Messiah has a God,
even though He himselfis referred to as God.

It is clear that the Angel of God, who is called Jehovah, has
Jehovah as His God. Put simply, God refers to Himselfas the
God of His Son.

Summingup, the Old Testament presentstwodivine Beings,
bothreferred toasJehovah and elohim. Both areinvolved in
the work of creation and redemption.
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They are referred to as:
« Jehovah and His Angel
« Jehovah and His Son
« Jehovah’s Son and His God (Jehovah)

The Angel of the Lord is referred to as Jehovah and elohim
because He:

« Isthe Son of Jehovah — Proverbs 8:22-30; 30:4
« Isthe presence of Jehovah — Isaiah 63:7—9

« Isthe voice/Word of Jehovah — Exodus 20:1-17;
Proverbs 8:4; Acts 7:31

« HasJehovah’snamein Him — Exodus 23:20, 21

» Hasthedivine nature of Jehovah and is elohim, or
God, by nature because He is the Son of Jehovah

According to the Old Testament, there is one God, yet two
divine Beings. There is one God because the Father is the
Source of all things, including His Son. Itis not because God
has a triune nature, or because only one Being is referred to
as God. The term “one God” means “One Source of all
things.”

The Son Himself said:

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before his works of old. When there were no depths, I
was brought forth (Proverbs 8:22, 24).

In other words, the Son Himself said, Jehovah gave Me life.
He,Jehovah, brought Meintoexistencebefore creationtook
place. Heis the Source of My life and My existence.

90



The Two Divine Beings in the Old Testament

Ifboth divine Beings, Jehovah and His Son, wereinvolved in
creation, and Jehovah is the Source of His Son’s existence,
then it follows that Jehovah is the Source of all things,
including thelife of His Son. It is by inheritance that the Son
is equally divine with His Father. That is why the Old
Testament explicitly teaches monotheism yet refers to two
divine Beings.

One came out of, came forth, or was begotten from, the
Other. He was begotten, not created.

The term “one God” refers to the one Source of all things,
namely, the Father, the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:9, 13). It
does not mean only one divine being, or only one being with
the God nature. It means one Source of all things—one
Supreme Being who is above all, who has no God or Father,
and always has been.

The Old Testament presents a truly monotheistic picture of
God—only one divine Source. It does not teach a triune or a
biune monotheistic God. This means that the Jews,
including Elijah, worshiped the one true God of the Bible—
Jehovah, the Father of Jesus, the Father of all—as the one
God ofthe Bible. Views such astrinitarianism and modalism
were completely foreign to them.

A crucial point worth mentioning here is that God gave His
people, the Jews, special instructions to kill any person,
including prophets and dreamers, whowould entice themto
worship other gods, other than “the LORD your God, which
brought you out of the land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 13:1—
10).

We have established from the scriptures that the one true
God is the Father. It was the Father, through His Son, who
created, delivered, and led the people. The Father was the
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One worshiped and adored as the God of Abraham, Isaac,
andJacob. Itwas Hewho spoke thecommandment, through
His Son, saying, “Thou shalt have none other gods before
me” (Deuteronomy 5:7).

The Jews believed that if anyone else—even if it were an
angel of light—had taught the people to worship any other
god than the One revealed in the Old Testament, he would
have been stoned, or killed.

This is important to highlight because, as our study now
moves into the New Testament, we will see that Jesus
Himself commended the Jews for their correct
understanding of who God is.

Let’stakealook...
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 7

THE TWO DIVINE BEINGS IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT

. Howdoesthe Old Testament present the two divine
Beings?

. Howdoes the Old Testament describe the
relationship between the two divine Beings?

. Who spoke the Ten Commandments, and to Whom
does the first commandment refer?

. Whom does the Bible identify as “wisdom”?

5. Whom did the biblical Jews worship, including

Elijah?

93



94



CHAPTER 8
MONOTHEISM IN THE GOSPELS

not clearly reveal who God is. It is true that Jesus

cameto giveafullerrevelation of God to humanity,
butitisoften alsotaught thatthrough Histeachingswelearn
that the God of the Bible is a trinity.

M any Christians believe that the Old Testament did

Isthis so? What did Jesusteach? Do His words and teaching
support the trinitarian theology? Were His teachings in
harmony with Old Testament Scripture?

In this chapter, we will examine the identity of God
according to the Gospels and its main figures:

« John the Baptist
o The New Testament Jews

o Jesus Christ
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John the Baptist

The man God ordained to declare the fulfillment of the Old
Testament prophecies, proclaiming that the Messiah’s
coming was at hand, was John the Baptist. He was the one
prophesied as the “voice of one crying in the wilderness”
(Matthew 3:3).

Hispurposeand missioninlifewastopreparethewayforthe
Lord.

His birth was a miracle. An angel came from heaven and
announced to his parents what was to take place.

Jesus described John as:
 The greatest of all the prophets — Luke 7:28

« The promised Elijah to come, the “second” Elijah —
Matthew17:10—-13

Surely, John the Baptistknewwho God is and worshiped the
true God of heaven. If John was the one who came in the
spirit and power of Elijah, it is only logical to believe that he
worshiped the same God Elijah worshiped!

Did John believein atriune monotheistic God? The fact that
he was a first-century Jew indicates that he did not worship
atrinity.

The Bible presents a significant detail that answers this
question:

“And it cameto pass, that, while Apollos was at
Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts
cameto Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, he said

unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said
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unto them, Unto what then were ye baptised? And they
said, UntoJohn’s baptism (Acts 19:1—3).

These twelve people (see Acts 19:7) were baptised into
John’s baptism. Whether John himself or someone else
baptised them isirrelevant at the moment. The point is that
these people had not even heard of the Holy Ghost.

If John worshiped a triune god, wouldn’t he have at least
mentioned God the Holy Spirit? Presumably, he or his
disciples would have told the people being baptised about
the God they were to worship.

It is rather illogical to believe that John worshiped a trinity
when those baptised into his baptism had not even heard of
the Holy Spirit—let alone God the Holy Spirit!

Looking objectively at this account, we must accept the fact
that John the Baptist, the promised Elijah, did not worship
atrinity,alongwiththeoriginal Elijah. Rather,heworshiped
the same God his fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
worshiped.

The Jews

Did the New Testament Jews worship a trinity, a three-in-
one god? Who was their God?

It is helpful to know the answer to these questions when
studying the Gospels, especially when reading
conversations relating to this topic between Jesus and the
Jews of Hisday. Consider a conversation between Jesus and
ascribe:

Which is the first commandment of all? (Mark 12:28).

Jesus’s answer began with the words:
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The first of all the commandmentsis, Hear, O Israel;
The Lord our Godis one Lord (Mark 12:29).

To a Jew, this was the most important verse to memorise.
EveryJewknewitbyheart. Noticethescribe’sreplytoJesus:

Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for thereis one
God; and thereis none other but he:
and to love him with all the heart, and with all the
understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more
than allwhole burnt offerings and sacrifices
(Mark12:32,33).

This was the confession of a monotheistic belief: “There is
one God...noneotherbuthe.”

Keep in mind that the scribe was not a twenty-first century
trinitarian Christian. He was a first-century Jew. Jesus was
a first-century Jew as well. Before reading Jesus’s reply to
thescribe, we must understand what the scribe believed and
what he meant by his words.

Any twenty-first century trinitarian can say amen to what
both Jesus and the scribe said. A trinitarian who
understands the trinity would believe in one God and would
refer to this one God as “He” or “Him”!

Itisincorrect to suppose that the singular terminology used
in the Bible in relation to God is proof against the trinity.

Itisincorrect to argue that use of the terminology “He” and
“Him” instead of “they” and “them” when referring to God,
serves as evidence against the trinity doctrine.

Thetrinity beliefis monotheistic. Therefore, any arguments
about the oneness of God will harmonise with it. It is
important to accurately understand any concept of God, so
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as not to misrepresent it. To say that the trinity doctrine is
polytheistic is to set up a straw man argument and attempt
to defeatit. Thatis not the way to arrive at the truth.

Which monotheistic God?

Returningtothediscussion between Jesus and the scribe, to
what monotheistic God were they referring? Were they
referring to a triune monotheistic god or to one individual
(onebeing) monotheistic God called “God the Father”?

The answer to this question requires another question: Did
the first-century Jews worship a triune monotheistic god?
Or did they worship a one individual monotheistic god?

We have already established that Old Testament Jews did
not worship a trinity and that neither did John the Baptist.
The Jews in the days of Jesus would be no different.

Notice the following conversation between Jesus and the
Jews:

Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication;
we have one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, If
God were your Father, ye would love me: for I
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of
myself, but he sent me (John 8:41, 42).

Which Godweretheytalkingabout? Weretheytalkingabout
atrinity?

Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honouris
nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; ofwhom
yesay, that heis your God (John 8:54).

Jesus told the Jews: The one that you say is your God, is my
Father! Itis your God who honours Me.
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Jesus was born as a Jew and lived thirty-three years among
first-century Jews. He mingled with them and worshiped in
the same synagogue where they worshiped.

He knew what they believed. That is why He told them:
My Father is the one whom you Jews say is your God!
Did the Jews worship a triune God? Not at all!

The first-century Jews believed in one monotheistic God.
Jesus’s testimony to them was that the One they worshiped
was his Father.

IAM

Continuing the discussion, another misunderstood verse
comes up:

Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty
yearsold, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before
Abrahamwas, I am. Then took they up stones to cast at
him: but Jesus hid himself (John 8:57-59).

Did Jesus claim the name of God as His? He did.

Was Jesus the One who spoke to Moses out of the burning
bush? He was. He was the Angel of the Lord referred to as
Jehovah (Lord) and elohim (God). The Angel of the Lord
who appeared to Moses is the Son of God. He is the Word of
God and the Voice of God, and in Him is found the name of
the Father: “Mynameisin him” (Exodus 23:21).

Christ was the One who spoke to Moses saying, “I AM THAT
I AM” (Exodus 3:14). Although, He was speaking the words
of His Father. All things proceed from the Father. Back then,
in the Old Testament, He spoke the words of God, and in the
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New Testament, He did the very same thing.

This is not foreign to the New Testament. John tells us that
Jesusisthe Word of God, whowaswith Godinthebeginning,
and was God (divine).

Inthe beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God (John1:1).

Moreover, while on earth, He testified that He spoke the
words of His Father:

Believest thounot that I amin the Father, and the
Fatherin me? The words that I speak unto you I speak
not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth theworks (John14:10).

For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which
sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should
say, and what I should speak. And I know that his
commandment is life everlasting : whatsoever I speak
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak
(John12:49,50).

Jesus made the thoughts of God audible. He was the
mouthpiece of God, His Father, in both the Old and New
Testament, and He continues to be the Word and Voice of
God to the human race today. Very often, people will use
Jesus’s claim to the name of God (I AM) as proof that Jesus
isa part of a triune God. But this conclusion is not correct.

Jesus was pointing the first-century Jews to the fact that He
had been the One who had appeared to Moses and spoken
with him. He was revealing the fact that He had existed
before Abraham, using this encounter with Moses as the
example, since every Jew knew this story well. In this He
demonstrated His divinity and His identity as the Voice and
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Word of God. This is not the same as claiming to be the one
true God of the Bible, the Ancient of Days. This Jesus never
did.

Jesus and the woman at the well

Jesus met a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well and told her
the things she had done. The woman thought He must be a
prophet and said:

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say,
thatinJerusalem s the place where men ought to
worship (John 4:20).

Jewsand Samaritans had differentunderstandings ofwhere
and whom to worship, thus the woman’s implied question.
Jesusresponded:

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour
cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet
atJerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know

not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is
of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and
intruth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
Godis a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship himin spirit and in truth
(John 4:21—24).

Jesus told the Samaritan woman two things.

First, with His words, “Salvation is of the Jews” (verse 22),
He was saying that the Jews knew the identity of God.

Second, by saying “the true worshippers shall worship the
Father” (verse 23), He was indicating Whom she should
worship—the Father.
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In this conversation, just as in the previous one, the term
“God,” used by Jesus and by the Jews, did not refer to a
triune, monotheistic God; it referred to God the Father.

Scriptureis clearabout whom the Jews worshipedin the first
century. They worshiped God the Father:

o The Jews said the Father was their God
« Jesustold the Jews, My Fatheris your God

« Jesus told the woman at the well to worship the God of
the Jews—the Father

In Jesus’s day, John the Baptist and all the Jews did not
believe in a triune monotheistic God. They believed in one,
individual, monotheistic God, who according to Scripture,
is the Father of Jesus Christ.

Jesus and the Scribe

The scribe said to Jesus:

Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for thereis one
God; and thereis noneother but he (Mark 12:32).

Whom did the scribe have in mind?

Was he referring to a triune, monotheistic God, or was he
referringto God the Father, asasingular,monotheisticGod?

It is obvious from Scripture the scribe was referring to God
the Father alone, not to a unity of three persons. He believed
in a singular, monotheistic God. This is what every first-
century Jew believed.

Andwhen Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he
said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of
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God.And no man after that durst ask him
any question (Mark 12:34).

This would have been a perfect opportunity for Jesus to
clarify tothescribe, and to us, that the one God of the Bibleis
a unity of three persons. However, instead of a clarification
or a correction, Jesus gave an affirmation: “Thou art not far
from the kingdom of God.”

Moreover, notice how Mark recorded the account almost
forty years after the crucifixion:

Andwhen Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he
saiduntohim...(Mark12:34).

Thisis what Mark had been taught. Mark believed the scribe
answered wisely or discreetly. Not only that, he believed
Jesus thought the scribe’s answer was correct.

John Mark, the author of the Gospel of Mark, was recording
what happened. It clearly expressed Mark’s understanding
of the situation. Mark believed that Jesus was pleased with
thescribe’s answerin that Jesus thought the scribe’s answer
was wise and prudent.

The majority of researchers believe Mark was written about
thirty-six years after the crucifixion, around 70 A.D. If he
were a trinitarian, he would not have thought the scribe’s
answer was wise. The insight this passage gives of Mark’s
thinkingindicateshewasnotatrinitarianand thatheagreed
with Jesus’s approval of the scribe’s understanding of a
singular, monotheistic God in making no attempt to correct
him. This passageleadstotheunderstanding that the God of
the Bible, referred to by Mark, by the scribe, and by Jesus
Himself, is none other than God the Father.
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Jesus Christ
Now let’s consider more of how Jesus identified God.
AsJesus prayed to His Father, He said:

And this s life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent
(Johniy:3).

According to Jesus, eternal life is based upon knowing and
having a relationship with two Persons or Beings: God and
Jesus. Notice that Jesus referred to His Father as the only
true God. Also, there is only one true God, meaning one God
of all and above all; one Source of all life and being. In His
prayer, Jesus did not present this one true God as a unity of
three persons but as a single individual—His own Father.

The Lord’s Prayer

Jesustaughtthe Samaritan woman to praytothe Father. See
John 4:23, 24. And when the disciples asked Him to teach
them how to pray, He began by saying;:

Afterthis manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which
artin heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be donein earth, as it is in heaven. For
thineis the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever. Amen (Matthew 6:9, 10,13).

By this Jesus taught that the Fatheris the God of heaven and
earth. We pray to the Father, asking His kingdom come and
will be done, as all things belong to the Father.

Lord ofheaven and earth

Inthat hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou

105



Godhead Course Handbook

hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so
it seemed goodin thy sight (Luke 10:21).

According to Jesus, His Father is the Lord of heaven and
earth.

No claim tobe God

Jesusnever claimed tobe the God of the Bible. He claimed to
be divine, equal with God, and took the Father’s name I AM

upon Himself. He also clearly stated who He is: the Son of
God.

Wecannotapproachthescriptureswith preconceivedideas.
That causes us to see what we want to seeand ignore therest.

Many quote some of Christ’s words but ignore other words
that shed a different light on what they are trying to prove.
Forexample:

They quote “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30) and
ignore “My Father is greater than I” (John 14:28).

They quote “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58) and
ignore “Iam the Son of God” (John 10:36).

They quote “I am the way, the truth, and thelife” (John 14:6)
and “the Son quickeneth whom he will” (John 5:21) and
ignore “Forasthe Fatherhathlifein himself; sohathhegiven
to the Son to havelife in himself” (verse 26).

Two divine Beings give eternal life and are involved in the
redemption ofman,yet Onereceived Hislife from the Other.
In other words, the Father is the Source of all life and being,
including thelife of Jesus, whois the Saviour and the Author
of life to the human race. See Hebrews 12:2.
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Notice also the following words of Jesus. As you read them,
please ask yourself, “Whois this God?”

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that

the world through him might be saved
(John 3:16,17).

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,
saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? That is to say, My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
(Matthew 27:46).

Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father;

and to my God, and your God (John 20:17).

The purpose of Christ’s earthly mission was to reveal God to
humanity. Inthese passages, the following characteristics of
God are clearly revealed:

« He hasan onlybegotten Son
o Heisthe God of Jesus
» Heisthe Father of Jesus

JesuswasspeakingasaMan,butdid Hemeanwhat He said?
Isit possible tobuild a theology and faith on the teachings of
Jesus while He was on earth?

Jesus declared that God the Father is not only our God, but
also His God. Before and after His resurrection, He testified
that the Father was His God.

Jesus also said:
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Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that

meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the

Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the
Father sealed (John 6:27).

The term “God the Father” is not a name. Other translations
say:

For him did the Father seal—even God (YLT)
For himthe Father, even God, hath sealed (ASV)
For him has the Father sealed, even God (DARBY)
For himthe Father, even God, hath sealed (ERV)

While on earth Jesus identified the God who sealed him as
His Father. He clearly declared that His Father is the only
true God. He is my God and your God. Yet when speaking
about Himself, Jesus declared Himself to be the Son of God:

Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he
said unto them, Ye say that I am (Luke 22:70).

Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and
sentinto theworld, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I
amthe Son of God? (John 10:36).

Jesus stated in no uncertain terms who God is and who He
Himselfis. Hereareafewotherwitnessesinthe Gospelswho
testified that Jesusis the Son of God:

» God the Father — Matthew 3:17and 17:5
« Demons — Luke 4:41; 8:28
« Followers of Jesus:

« Martha—John11:27
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 Peter — Matthew 16:16
« Roman soldier — Matthew 27:54
« Allthedisciples — Matthew 14:33

« John —John 1:1 (Jesus is the divine Word of God Who
was with God before time began)

The Gospels clearly reveal the Sonship and divinity of Jesus.
Jesus claimed to be divine when:

o HeclaimedtobetheI AM

+ He claimed equality with God by claiming to be the
Son of God

But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews sought the
more to kill him, because he not only had broken the

sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making
himselfequal with God (John 5:17,18).

He asked His followers to believe in Him in the same way
they believed in God, making Himself equally the object of
true faith:

Let notyour heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe alsoinme (John14:1).

Hewanted Hisdisciplestohavethesamefaithin Himasthey
havein God. He put Himself on an equallevel with God when
it comes to our faith.

Jesus is equally divine with His Father. He is God in that He
hasthe God nature. Scripture does not shy away from calling
Jesus God, Jehovah, and elohim; neither should we.

Thomas called Him “my Lord and my God” (John 20:28).
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HeisGod.YetScripture—the Old Testament prophets,John
the Baptist, the Jews, Jesus Himself, and His followers—
maintains the singular oneness of God, who is identified as
the Father of Jesus Christ.

The Gospels clearly reveal that Jesus is divine and God by
nature, yet at the same time they explain why He is called
God. Itis not because He is the God of the Bible, neitheris it
because Heis a third part of the God of the Bible. He is called
God because He is the Son of God, the Word of God, and the
presence of God, as we saw earlier. This is what we
discovered in the Old Testament as well —two divine Beings
yetone God.

Jesus’s teachings in the Gospels were in perfect harmony
withwhatthe Old Testamenttaughtregardingmonotheism.
They both testify that the monotheistic God of the Bible is
God the Father, not a triune God.

Our aim in these first few chapters is to examine what
Scripture teaches about the one God of the Bible. Hence, the
verses that have to do with Jesus’s Sonship or with the
identity of the Holy Spirit have not been examined yet. We
will address these topics in later chapters.

A correct understanding of who the one God of the Bible is
laysasolid foundation on which theidentity of Jesusand the
Holy Spirit will be easily built.

Two Divine Beings, Yet One God

The Gospels reveal two divine Beings, yet one God. They
reveal One who is identified as “the only true God” (John
17:3) and the ultimate Source of all things, including the life
ofthe Son. The other divine Being is identified as:
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e The Son of God
o The Word of God
« Equally divine with God

Inthe Gospels, we'velearned aboutthe same “onlytrue God”
we found in the Old Testament—the Source of everything,
including His Son.

In the Old Testament, the two Beings are:
« Jehovah and His Angel — Exodus 14:19, 24
 Jehovah and His Son — Proverbs 8:22-30; 30:4
« Jehovah being the God of His Son — Psalm 45:6,7
« The two Beingsin the Gospels:
« God and His Messenger —John 17:25, 26
« God and His Son —John 17:3

» God the Father being the God of His Son —John 20:17,
etc.

In the Old Testament, the Son of God is divine because:
« Heisthe Son of Jehovah — Proverbs 8:22-30; 30:4
« Heisthe presence of Jehovah — Isaiah 63:9
« Heisthe Voice and Word of Jehovah — Exodus 23:22
« He hasJehovah’s name in Him — Exodus 23:21
In the Gospels, Jesusis divine because:
» Heisthe Son and presence of God —John 10:36, 30
« Heisthe Voice and Word of God —John 1:1;12:49
« Hehas God’sname, I AM, in Him — John 8:58
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Both the Old Testament and the Gospels testify of the
relationship between God and His Son.

They testify of two divine Beings, yet one God of all and one
Sourceofall, whomwehave cometoknowas Godthe Father.

Now let’s examine how the apostles came to know the one
God...
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 8

MONOTHEISM IN THE GOSPELS

. Whatsignificant detail about John the Baptist
indicates he did not worship a triune god? See Acts
19:1-3.

. Did the New Testament Jews worship a triune God?
SeeJohn 8:54.

. Did Jesus calling Himself “I AM” in John 8:57—-59
mean He was claiming to be God in the same way His
Fatheris God? Why or why not?

. What two things about God did Jesus tell the woman
atthe well?

. What does Jesus’s conversation with the scribe tell us
about who Godis? See Mark 12:28—-34.
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CHAPTER 9
MONOTHEISM ACCORDING TO
THE APOSTLES

in the Gospels. One would assume that this would

lead all to come to the same conclusion about the
identity of God. But not all Christians share the same
understanding about God. The problem is not in the words
written but in how the reader understands them.

Q 11 Christians have the same words of Jesus recorded

Jesus once asked alawyer:

Whatis writtenin the law? How readest thou?
(Luke10:26).

“How” does oneread and understand it?

For example: Consider the difference between the Bible’s
inspired words and the trinitarian interpretation:
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* “One God” — “triune God” (3in 1)
 “Son of God” — “God the Son”

« “Spirit of God” — “God the Spirit”

+ “Onlybegotten Son” — “unique son”

This chapter will examine how the disciples understood the
teachings of Jesus regarding biblical monotheism. We will
examine their understanding of the Sonship of Christ and
theidentity of the Holy Spirit in later chapters.

We have established that when the Bible says “one God,” it
refers to God the Father, not a unity or triunity or a family.
Therefore, our understanding of the Sonship of Jesus and
the identity of the Holy Spirit must fit in with this biblical
concept of monotheism.

In this chapter we will examine the writings of the apostles
to discover what they believed and taught regarding the
identity of God.

Surely the disciples who walked and talked with Jesus, saw
Him ascend to heaven, received the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost, and wrote the New Testament, would have
correctly understood Jesus’s teaching about God.

So, what did they understand from the Old Testament and
the teachings of Jesus on this topic? Did they believe in
monotheism? And if so, what type of monotheism?

Did the disciples believe in monotheism (one God)?

Seeing itis one God, which shalljustify the
circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision
through faith (Romans 3:30).
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As concerning therefore the eating of those things that
are offeredin sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol
is nothing in the world, and that there is none other
God butone (1 Corinthians 8:4).

One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all (Ephesians 4:6).

Forthereis one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well:
the devils also believe, and tremble (James 2:19).

It is rather obvious that the apostles believed in
monotheism. However, someonewhobelievesin thetrinity,
or one, singular God and His Son, can say amen to these
verses. It is important to understand what the apostles
meant by one God.

What did they understand about the identity of this one
God?
Paul

In 1 Corinthians 8:4, he said, “There is none other God but
One.” Inverse 6 he told us who this one God is:

Butto us thereis but one God, the Father, of whom are
all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things, and we by him
(1 Corinthians 8:6).

When Paul wrote “one God,” what did he mean by it? Did he
meanatriune God,orwashereferringtoone, singular God—
God the Father?

The question is not what a twenty-first century Christian
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understands. The question is what Paul understood,
believed, and taught.

Paulwas not uncertain about whothe one God ofthe Bibleis.
It is the Father, the Source of all things. He repeatedly
brought this point out:

That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
(Romans15:6).

Thereis one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
inone hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all,
andthrough all, andinyou all (Ephesians 4:4-6).

Although Paul mentioned one Spirit and one Lord, he still
emphasised only one God. He also specified who this one
God is. Itisnot the Spirit, neitherisit the Lord, neitherisita
combination of all three; it is the Father.

Simply quoting verses that mention Father, Son and Spirit
doesnotautomaticallymean atrinity. Onemustunderstand
whattheauthorwassaying. He clearly and repeatedly stated
that God is the Father of Jesus:

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of
all comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3).

Godisthe Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Again, notice:

Andwhen all things shall be subdued unto him, then
shallthe Son also himself be subject unto him that put
all things under him, that God may be allin all
(1 Corinthians 15:28).
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Jesus will be subject unto the Father! Why?
Sothat God, the Father, might be all in all. Why?

Because the Father is the Source of all things, including the
life of His Son.

Paul understood the term “one God” in the scriptures and in
Christ’s teachings to refer to God the Father, the one Source
of all things. He did not understand the term “one God” to
refer to a unity of three beings.

James

Thou believest that thereis one God; thou doest well:
the devils also believe, and tremble (James 2:19).

Whatdid Jamesmeanby “one God?” Atriune God or God the
Father?

Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and
therewith curse we men, which are made after the
similitude of God (James 3:9).

According to James, this one God is the Father. As did Paul,
James said that the God of whom Jesus and the Old
Testament spoke, the God they worshiped and whom
Christians ought to worship, is the Father of Jesus Christ.

Itis safe to understand the words of Jesus the same way His
disciples did.

Peter

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten

us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ fromthe dead (1 Peter1:3).
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Peter was repeating the same understanding. The one God
of the Bible is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Heisnot only our God, but He is the God of Jesus as well.

John

In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him (1 John 4:9).

Hereinis love, not that we loved God, but that he loved
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1
John4:10).

According to John, who is God? It is He who had a Son to
send, the Father of Jesus.

Ifwereceive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath
testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God
hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God
hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the
record that God gave of his Son. And this is the record,
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life (1John 5:9—12).

Clearly, John was speaking about God the Father—the
Source of all things—who has a Son.

God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in
hisSon (1John5:11).

Eternal life is not found in words, deeds, or efforts. Eternal
life is found in a Person—Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He
who has the Son has eternal life. If life is found in the Son,
then the enemy of souls is aiming to take away your eternal
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life by taking the Son of God from you. God chose to give us
life through His Son.

Tragically, the enemy has managed to do this in people’s
lives by replacing the Son of God with “God the Son.” These
titles might sound similar, but in reality, they are worlds
apart.

The term “Son of God” identifies whose Son He is. This
identity qualifies Him as the only possible Saviour of the
world, as the only divine Being who could die on man’s
behalf. However, theterm “God the Son” nolongeridentifies
a true Son, but rather introduces another god whose title is
“Son.” A good way to illustrate the difference is with the
following parallel:

“The dog of John” versus “John the dog.”
Itisratherobviousthatit makesabigdifferencein meaning.
Goingoninthe passage, John wrote:

Andwe know that the Son of God is come, and hath
given us an understanding, that we may know him
thatis true, and we are in him that is true, even in his
SonJesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life (1
John5:20).

Does this verse say Jesus is the true God?
Read it again:

Andwe know that the Son of God is come, and hath
given us an understanding, that we may know him
thatis true, and we arein him that is true, even in his
SonJesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life
(1John5:20).
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“Him thatistrue” has a Son named Jesus. “Him that is true”
istherefore the Father.

According to Jesus, in the Gospel of John, the Father is the
only true God. In prayer to His Father, Jesus said:

And this s life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent (John17:3).

It was John who wrote that Gospel. Would he contradict the
words of Jesus he had earlier recorded? Absolutely not!

Jesus referred to His Father as the only true God. In his
letter, John was reiterating the same idea: Christ’s Fatheris
the true God.

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son

(2John1i:9).

Whois “God” inthe above verse? Two Beings are mentioned
inthefirstsentence—Christand God.Johnisexplainingthat
if you reject One, you reject the other. In the next sentence,
hepresentsthe opposite scenario—thatif you have One, you
also have the Other—and here he identified God as the
Father, and Christ as the Son.

This is in perfect harmony with the words of Jesus recorded
by John in his Gospel:

Jesus answered and said unto him, Ifaman love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him (John 14:23).

In his second letter, John again echoed the words of Jesus as
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recorded in his Gospel, revealing the existence of two divine
Beings, God and His Son.

Accordingto Paul, James, Peter, and John, the one true God
of the Bible is the Father. The apostles, after Christ’s death
andresurrection, and afterreceiving the Holy Spirit to guide
them into all truth, believed in and taught that God is one,
singularindividual. They did notteach that God wasatrinity
ofthree persons.

Clear verses

Allow me to highlight only one verse out of the ones
mentioned. To me, 1 Corinthians 8:6 is one of the clearest
verses in Scripture regarding this topic.

But tous thereis but one God, the Father, of whom are
allthings, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom are allthings, and we by him
(1 Corinthians 8:6).

If Paul believed in a triune God, this passage would have
been the perfect place to reveal it! He could have easily said,
“But to us Christians, there is but one God, the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, of whom are all things.” But he didn’t. He
identified his “one God” as the Father alone, who is the
Source of all things. He then presented Jesus Christ as his
one Lord, or Master, “through whom are all things.”

Obviously, Paul believed and taught that the Father is the
Source of all things, and that His Son is the Channel through
whom God creates, sustains, and redeems His creation. He
described thisin several other places:

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in
these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
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hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made theworlds (Hebrews1:1, 2).

And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 3:9).

Regarding God’s Son:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
every creature: for by himwere all things created, that
arein heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him: and heis before all things, and by
him all things consist (Colossians 1:15—17).

He understood that there were two divine Beings, both
involved in creation. However, One—the Father—is the
Source of all things, and the Other—the Son—is the Channel
by whom God made all things. According to Scripture, there
isonlyoneSourceofallthings, the Father. Twodivine Beings
are discovered in the Old and New Testament, yet there is
only one Source. Two involved in the work of creation and
redemption, but One is the Son of the Other. One is the
Messenger, Presence, Voice, and Word of the Other.

This is important to understand because the Bible refers to
Jesus as God. Jesus is divine and worthy of our worship. He
was begotten, not created. Unless we understand the
foundational principle that the term “one God” refers to the
“one Source of all things”—the Father—we will run into all
kinds of confusion.

What about monotheism in the book of Revelation?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 9

MONOTHEISM ACCORDING TO
THE APOSTLES

. How did Paul identify the one God? Give three Bible
passages to support your answer.

. What two passages confirm that James saw God as
the Father?

. According to Peter, does Jesus have a God? See 1
Peteri:3.

. AccordingtoJohnin1John5:9—12, whois God?

5. Whatis the difference between “Son of God” and

“God the Son™?
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CHAPTER 10
MONOTHEISM ACCORDING TO REVELATION

we find monotheism? Ifso,isitatriuneorasingular,

C onsidering Revelation, thelastbookofthe Bible,can
monotheistic God?

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto
him, to shew unto his servants things which must
shortly cometo pass; and he sent and signified it by his
angelunto his servant John (Revelation1:1).

God gave thisrevelation to Jesus. Whom is this God?

If God gave something to Jesus, the identity of God cannot
include Jesus. It must be a different individual, whom the
following verses clearly identify as Jesus’s Father:

And fromJesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and
the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the
kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us
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kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen
(Revelationi:s, 6).

Not only doesthe book of Revelation confirm that God is the
FatherofJesus, butitalsoconfirmsthatthe Fatheristhe God

of Jesus:

Him that overcometh will  make a pillar in the temple
of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write
upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city
of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh
down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon
him my new name (Revelation 3:12).

Thisis consistent with the Old Testament, with the Gospels,
withthewritings oftheapostles,and with thewords of Jesus.

Revelationg4
Andimmediately Iwasinthe spirit: and, behold, a
thronewas set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.
And he that sat was to look upon like ajasper and a

sardine stone (Revelation 4:2, 3).

And the four beasts had each of them six wings about
him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest
not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, whichwas, andis, andis to come. And when
those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him
that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, the
four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on
the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and
ever, and cast their crowns before the throne,
saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power: for thou hast created all things,
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and for thy pleasure they are and were created
(Revelation 4:8-11).

Johnsaw“One”sittingonthethronewhoiscalled “Lord God
Almighty” (verse 8). He is worshiped by the four beasts and
by the twenty-four elders.

Sidenote: When the four beasts cry “holy, holy, holy” they do
not say it three times because of a trinity. No—the context
tells us exactly why they say it three times:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was,
andis, andis to come.

God is holy in the past, holy in the present, and holy in the
future. Thereis only “One” sitting on the throne:

AndIsawintheright hand of him that sat on the throne
a book written within and on the backside, sealed with
seven seals (Revelation 5:1).

The Lord God Almighty, whom John saw sitting on the
throne, had abookin His hand.

Afewverseslater, in verse 6, another individual entered the
scene. John saw One like a slain lamb, standing in the midst
ofthe throne of God and the twenty-four elders:

AndIbeheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of
the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a
Lamb asit had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth
into all the earth. And he came and took the book out of
theright hand of him that sat upon the throne
(verses 6 and 7).

No one would deny that the One symbolised by the slain
lamb is Jesus Christ. This means the “One” sitting on the
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throneinheaven,and worshiped asthe One God of the Bible,
isthe Father.

Thisvision bears closeresemblancetothevisionrecordedin
Daniel 7:

Ibeheldtill the thrones were cast down, and the
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his

thronewas like the fiery flame, and his wheels as

burning fire. I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one

like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and

came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near
before him (Daniel 7:9, 13).

Both visions reveal two Beings involved in the work of
redemption and judgment. One of the two Beingsis referred
to as “the Ancient of Days” or “the Lord God Almighty.” In
both visions, only One was seated on the throne and
worshiped as the God of heaven. Both visions present God
the Father asthe one God of heaven and earth.

Revelation?”

AfterthisIbeheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms
in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying,
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round
about the throne, and about the elders and the four
beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and
worshipped God, saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory,
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and
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power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever.
Amen (Revelation 7:9—12).

Notice what the great multitude said:

Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb (verse10).

All the redeemed in heaven know who their God is who sits
upon the throne.

They understand that the Father is their God, and that His
Sonisthe Lamb. The Fatheris the “God” the angels worship
and adore inverses 11and 12.

Revelation 20—23

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall

reign with him a thousand years (Revelation 20:6).

AndIsaw no temple therein: for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it (Revelation
21:22).

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb. Andthere shall be no more curse: but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants
shall serve him (Revelation 22:1, 3).

It is very clear who “God” is. Two Beings are mentioned
together repeatedly. One is called God, and the other is
called Christ or the Lamb.

The book of Revelation portrays the same truth as seen
throughoutthewholeBible. Itisamonotheisticbook. Itdoes
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not reveal a triune monotheism, but rather a single,
individual God, of Whom are all things.

Asdoestherest of the Bible, the book of Revelation presents
two divine Beings:

God and the Lamb—in other words, God and His Son.

Two divine Beings, yet one God, one ultimate authority in
heaven. As Jesus said, it is the will of God the Father that is
donein heaven. See Matthew 6:9, 10.

The first angel’s message
Inlightofthis,of whomisthefirstangel’smessage speaking?

Saying with aloud voice, Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship
himthat made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the

fountains ofwaters (Revelation 14:7).

Who is this God we are asked to fear, give glory to, and
worship? Isit talking about a triune monotheistic God, or is
it talking about God the Father?

The book of Revelation clearly testifies that it is referring to
God the Father. Every time the term “God” is used in
Revelation, it refers to God the Father. Therefore, the first
angel’s message is not instructing us to fear and worship a
triune monotheistic God. It commands us to worship God
the Father, as the one true God of the Bible, the Sovereign
King of the universe.

After all, it was in the Gospel of John, the writer of
Revelation, that we read the following words from Jesus:

But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
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truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him
(John 4:23).

John’s record of Jesus’s words points the true worshiper to
worship the Father. Therefore, it is illogical to believe John
would contradict the words of Jesus in the three angels’
messages, the very messages which are meant to turn the
heart of the true seeker to worship and serve the God of the
Bible.

After being threatened and released by the priests and
rulers, John and Peter went back to their own company and
joined their voices in prayer and thanksgiving to God. They
prayed in one accord:

Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and all that inthemis: For ofatruth
against thy holy child Jesus. .. (Acts 4:24, 27).

Obviously, in this prayer, they believed that their Lord God,
“which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea” (same
description in Revelation 14:7) is God the Father, and that
He has a “holy child” named Jesus. They could have been
speaking only to the Father. Jesus is “the holy child” of the
Godreferred toin Revelation 14:7.

The Bible is clear about the oneness of God, but it does not
leave room forinterpretation of what that “oneness” means,
or what kind of monotheism is presented. It emphatically
teaches that the one true God of the Bible is one individual
Being called God the Father.

This truth is harmoniously taught and revealed in the:
+ Old Testament

 Gospels, especially the testimonies of John the
Baptist, Jesus, and the Jews
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« Writings of the apostles
» Lastbook of the Bible, the book of Revelation
This means:

The first Elijah, a Jew, worshiped the Father as the one true
God.

Thesecond Elijah, Johnthe Baptist, worshiped the Fatheras
the one true God.

Andthethird Elijah, God’slast-daypeople (see Malachi4:5),
will give the Elijah message, the three angels’ messages, to
point people back to the Father as the one true God. Is it a
wonder they have the Father’s name written in their
forehead? See Revelation 14:1.

As God’s last-day people proclaiming the three angels’
messages to the world, we must worship and point people to
the same God Whom the first and second Elijah worshiped
and to Whom they pointed.

Trinity foreign to Scripture

The trinity doctrine, which teaches triune monotheism, is
foreign to Scripture. It presents a different god than the One
worshiped throughout the Bible. At best, it is only man’s
confused interpretation of Scripture. This is evidenced in
the following quote:

“While no single scriptural passage states formally the
doctrine of the Trinity, itisassumed as afact by Bible writers
and mentioned several times. . .. Only by faith can we accept
theexistenceofthe Trinity” (Adventist Review,Vol.158,No.

31,1981, 4).
Charles Ryrie, Systematic Theology professor and Dean of

134



Monotheism According to Revelation

Doctoral Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary, who also
served as president and professor at what is now known as
Cairn University, in his respected work, Basic Theology,
writes:

Many doctrines are accepted by evangelicals as being
clearly taught in the Scriptures for which there are no
prooftexts. The doctrine of the Trinity furnishes the best
example of this. It is fair to say that the Bible does not
clearly teach the doctrine of the Trinity, if by clearly one
means there are prooftexts forthe doctrine. In fact, there
isnoteven one prooftext, if by prooftext we mean a verse
or passage that “clearly” states that there is one God who
exists in three persons. . . . The above illustrations prove
the fallacy of concluding that if something is not proof
texted in the Bible we cannot clearly teach the results. ... .
If that were so, I could never teach the doctrines of the
Trinityor. .. (Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology, 89, 90).

In light of what Charles Ryrie, and the Adventist Review
wrote in the above statements, please notice a challenge put
out by the Catholic Church:

“The Protestant Churches have themselves accepted such
dogmas, as the Trinity, for which there [is] no such precise
authority in the Gospels” (Graham Greene, “Assumption of
Mary,” Life Magazine, October 30, 1950, 51).

To enforce the trinity doctrine within Christian circles and
make it a test of fellowship, is to make man’s understanding
and tradition, and not the scriptures, a test of fellowship.

True biblical monotheism leaves no room for a triune God.
The truth of the one true God and His only begotten Son is
harmoniously taught throughout the whole Bible. From
Genesis to Revelation, it presents only two divine Beings.
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Old Testament:

« Jehovah and His Angel — Exodus 14:19, 24

« Jehovah and His Son — Proverbs 8:22—-30; 30:4

 Jehovah, the God of His Son — Psalm 45:6,7
Gospels:

» God and His Messenger —John 17:25, 26

» God and His Son —John 17:3

» God, the Father of His Son —John 20:17, etc.
Apostles and Revelation:

« God and the Lamb — Revelation 7:10

» God and His Son — Romans 15:6 and 2 Corinthians 1:3

» God, the God and Father of His resurrected Son —
Revelation 3:12

Two divine Beings, yet one God, the One Source of all
things—including His Son. This is biblical monotheism.

Butto usthereis but one God, the Father, of whom are
all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things, and we by him
(1 Corinthians 8:6).

A correct understanding of the term “one God” reveals not
only the God of the Bible but also why, though both the
Father and Jesus are divine in nature, there is only one true
God, one Source of all things.

So, who exactlyis Jesus?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 10

MONOTHEISM ACCORDING TO REVELATION

1. Howdoes Revelation 1:5, 6 identify God?

2. InRevelation 4:8, whatis the real reason the four
beasts say “Holy” three times?

3. Howdo we know the great multitude in heaven will
acknowledge two divine beings and not a triune god?
See Revelation 7:10.

4. What are the two divine Beings called in Revelation
22:1,37

5. Of whom s the first angel’s message speaking? See
Revelation 14:7.
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CHAPTER 11
WHoO IS JESUS?

ehaveclearlyestablished thatthe God of the Bible
is a singular, monotheistic God, the Father of
Jesus, the Source of all things, and the only true

God. This chapter answers the question, Who is Jesus?

In chapters 6 through 10, we established the following about
Jesus:

In the Old Testament, He:
« Isthe Son of Jehovah — Proverbs 8:22-30; 30:4
« Isthe presence of Jehovah — Isaiah 63:9
« Isthe Voice or Word of Jehovah — Exodus 23:22
« HasJehovah’s name in Him — Exodus 23:21

And in the Gospels, He:
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« Isthe Son of God —John 10:36

« Isthe presence of God —John 10:30

« Isthe Voice or Word of God —John1:1and 12:49

« Has God’snamein Him —John 8:58
Being referred to as the Son of God raises more questions
about His origin and divinity.
Whom did Jesus claim to be?

Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and
sentinto theworld, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I
amthe Son of God? (John 10:36).

Jesus claimed tobethe Son of God. He never ever referred to
Himselfas “God the Son,” and neither did any Bible writer.

In another conversation between Jesus and the Jews, we
read:

Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because
he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that
Godwas his Father, making himselfequal with God
(John5:18).

The reason the Jews wanted to kill Jesus is because He

claimed to be the Son of God by saying God was His Father.

The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our
law he ought to die, because he made himselfthe Son of
God (John19:7).

Hetrusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will
have him: for he said, I am the Son of God
(Matthew 27:43).
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Jesus clearly claimed to be the Son of God, and those who
heard Him clearly understood what He claimed.
How did the Father identify Jesus?

The Gospels record God the Father speaking from heaven
three times. Twice the Father said, “This is my beloved Son,
inwhom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17; 17:5).

Surely God’s words are trustworthy!

Some would say that God was speaking in simple, easy to
understand human language.

Thisline ofreasoningisusuallyused topromotetheideathat
Jesusisnottheliteral Son of God butis called the Son just so
we can understand the triune nature of God, emphasising
that Heis really “God the Son,” coeternal with the Father.

If Jesus wanted his followers to believe that God is a trinity,
that He is “God the Son” and that He was never begotten in
the days of eternity, then why didn’t He just say so?

Why would He confuse us by claiming to be the Son of God,
if in reality He was not? The confusion disappears when we
accept by faith what Jesus said.

Whom did the disciples believe Jesus is?

John the Baptist
AndIsaw, and barerecord that this is the Son of God
(John1:34).
Nathanael

Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King
of Israel (John1:49).
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Peter

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God
(Matthew 16:16).

Paul

After his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus:
“And straightway he preached Christinthe synagogues, that
heisthe Son of God” (Acts 9:20).

God s faithful, by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord
(1 Corinthiansi1:9).

Martha

She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art
the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
theworld (John11:27).

Matthew’s record of Jesus walking on the water

Then they that were in the ship came and worshiped
him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God
(Matthew 14:33).

Whom did fallen angels say Jesus is?

When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before
him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with
thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee,
torment menot
(Luke 8:28; see also Matthew 8:29).

Godthe Fatherdeclared Jesus His Son, and the apostles and
demons also believed and confessed Jesus’s Sonship.

142



Who Is Jesus?

AtJesus’s trial and crucifixion

But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the
high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the
Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am:
and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven
(Mark14:61,62).

Jesus’s claim about His Sonship was important enough for
Him to be crucified forit.

The Bible emphatically testifies of Jesus as the Son of God:

« Paul preached it (Acts 9:20), and John the Baptist
testified of it —John 1:34

 The disciples proclaimed it — Matthew 14:33

« Christtaughtitto Nicodemus —John 3:16

« Jesuswas crucified forit — Mark 14:61, 62

« The Fatherrevealed it to Peter — Matthew 16:16, 17

 Twice the Father proclaimed it from heaven —
Matthew 3:17and 17:5

» The soldier under the cross confessed it — Matthew
27:54

» The devils believed and proclaimed it — Luke 8:28
« Jesustaughtit—John10:36 and 5:18
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Jesus’s Sonship a prerequisite for baptism and
eternal life

Philip
And as they went on their way, they came unto a
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he

answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christis the Son
of God (Acts 8:36, 37).

John

Butthese are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through his name (John 20:31).

Believing that Jesusis the Son of God leads to eternal life:

Whosoever shall confess that Jesusis the Son of God,
God dwelleth in him, and hein God (1 John 4:15).

These things have I written unto you that believe on the

name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have

eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the
SonofGod (1John5:13).

The Sonship of Jesus is a crucial foundational truth of the
gospel and the plan of salvation. “God the Son” is not found
in Scripture; Jesusis referred to as the “Son of God.”

Jesus’s Sonship cannot be metaphorical

If Jesus’s Sonship is metaphorical:
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The Jewish leaders in His day would not have considered it
blasphemy.

Thosehearing His words would not have understood Himto
be claiming that He was begotten of God in the days of
eternity and would not have accused Him of blasphemy
saying: “For a good work we stone thee not; but for
blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest
thyself God [divine]” (John 10:33).

Jesus would not have said: “Say ye of him, whom the Father
hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest;
because Isaid, I amthe Son of God?” (John 10:36).

Those listening to Jesus did not understand His Sonship in
a metaphorical way. They understood His Sonship to make
Him equal with God and to give Him a divine nature.

In this chapter, we've established from Scripture that Jesus
istheliteral Son of God, not God the Son.

But howis He the Son of God?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 11

WHoO Is JESUS?

1. Whom did Jesus claim to be?
2. Howdid the Fatheridentify Jesus?
3. Whom did fallen angels say Jesus is?

4. Nametwo reasons Jesus’s Sonship is very important.
See John 20:31and Acts 8:36, 37.

5. Why cannot Jesus’s Sonship be metaphorical?
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CHAPTER 12
How IS JESUS THE SON OF GOD?

nthe previous chapter we established from the Bible that
Jesus is the Son of God. The question we need to answer
nowis, Howis Jesus the Son of God?

Is He the Son of God through:

« Creation?

« Metaphor?

 Begetting?
The Bible repeatedly answers this question:
Jesus told Nicodemus:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16).
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Hethat believeth on himis not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath

not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God (John 3:18).

John wrote:

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth
(Johni:14).

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, whichisin the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him (John1:18).

In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him (1John 4:9).

“Begotten” = only-born or only unique?

Somebelieve that the word doesnot mean “born” but simply

“unique.”

The Bible is very clear. The word “begotten” comes from the
Greekword monogenes, whichisused ninetimesin the New
Testament. Three of the nine times cannot mean anything

elsebut born.

Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold,
there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his
mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the
city was with her (Luke 7:12).

For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of
age, and she lay a dying. But as he went the people
thronged him (Luke 8:42).
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And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying,
Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for heis mine
only child (Luke 9:38).

In the above verses, monogenes, translated “the only son,”
“one only daughter,” and “only child,” clearly means born,
not “unique.”

The meaning of the word monogenes itself confirms this.
According to Strong’s Concordance, monogenes is a
compound word of monos and ginomai and is defined as
“Only-born, i.e.,sole—only(begotten, child) (James Strong,
LL.D.,S.T.D., The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of
the Bible, New Strong’s Concise Dictionary of the Words in
the Greek Testament, 59).

So, according to how the Bible uses it, and according to its
definition in Strong’s Concordance, the word means “only-
born.”

Some claim the Bible uses monogenes to mean “unique”:

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up
Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up
his only begotten [monogenes] son
(Hebrews11:17).

Even though the Bible is clear that monogenes means
“born,” some conclude that since Abraham had more than
one child, the word must mean “unique.” However, they fail
to realise that Abraham had only one child from his wife
Sarah. Isaac was “the only begotten” child of promise. He
was the only son born to Abraham by a special divine
promise, his only son from his wife Sarah.

Does that make him unique? Yes! But Isaac’s uniqueness
does not negate that he was the only son born of Sarah.
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So far, the word begotten (monogenes) clearly refers to
birth. Why then, whenit comes to Jesus, must the word have
anothermeaning? Such would notbe consistent Biblestudy.

Five times the Bible refers to Jesus as the only begotten Son.
SeeJohn1:14,18;3:16,18;1John 4:9.

Allowing the Bible to be its own interpreter simplifies the
understanding of Christ being the “only begotten” Son of
God. This, no doubt, makes Him unique, just as Isaac was
unique. There is no other Being in the whole universe who
was “begotten” of God other than Christ. But again, Christ’s
uniqueness does not negate the fact that He wasbegotten, or
born, of God.

This is the point John was emphasising when he used the
word monogenes.

Brought forth in the days of eternity

In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him (1 John 4:9).

According to Scripture, Jesus did not become the only
begotten when He was born of Mary. Jesus was the only
begotten Son of God before He cameintotheworld, meaning
God had aSon priortotheincarnation. Thatis why the verse
says, “God sent his only begotten Son into the world.” God
had aSonto send.

Notice what Isaiah wrote:

Forunto us a childis born, unto us asonis given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
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mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

For a child to be born, a Son had to be given. This is exactly
what John said. And it is the same point Jesus made to
Nicodemus:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16).

God had a Son before the incarnation. He loved you and me
so much that He decided to send His Son into the world to
save us. This happened when the child Jesus was born into
the world through Mary.

Forthe Saviourto be born on earth, God had to give His only
begotten Son. God had a Son to give. Jesus was the Son of
God before He was born on earth as a child.

Here’s another passage stating the same point:
Regarding Jesus:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
every creature [the firstborn before all creation;
begotteninthe days of eternity]: for by him [by the
firstborn]were all things created, that are in heaven,
andthat areinearth... allthings were created by him,
and for him: and he [the firstborn] is before all things,
and by him all things consist
(Colossians 1:15—17).

Jesus was the firstborn before anything was created. Notice
how the Bible in Basic English (BBE) translates verse 15:

Whois theimage of the unseen God coming into
existence before all living things.
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Jesus came into existence, or was begotten, before all living
things, or before all creation.

Micah wrote:

Bethlehem Ephrath, you are one of the smallest towns

in the nation of Judah. But the Lorp will choose one of

your people to rule the nation—someone whose family
goes back to ancient times (Micah 5:2 CEV).

His beginnings are from ancient times, from long, long
ago (ERV).

Both the Old and New Testaments support the truth that the
Son of God came into existence, or was begotten, back in the
days of eternity before anything was created.

Consider Proverbs 8:

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting,
fromthe beginning, or ever the earth was. When there
were no depths, [was brought forth; when there were
no fountains abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills was I
brought forth (Proverbs 8:22-25).

Weestablished in a previous chapter thatin this passage the
Son of God was speaking about Himself under the title of
wisdom. Note what Jesus said about Himself in verses 24
and 25:

When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when
there were no fountains abounding with water. Before
the mountains were settled, before the hills was I
brought forth (Proverbs 8:25).
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The phrase “brought forth” meansbegotten, orborn. Here it
isin other translations:

When there was no deep Iwas given birth, when there
were no fountains flowing with water. Before the
mountains were put in their places, before the hills was
my birth (BBE).

When Iwas born, there were no oceans or springs of
water. My birth was before mountains were formed or
hills were putin place (CEV).

The Bible is clear that in the days of eternity, Jesus was
brought forth (begotten, or born).

Regardless of how difficultitisto explain God’s speaking the
creation into existence, resurrecting the dead, calming the
sea, or healing the sick, the fact remains that it did happen.
Our lack of understanding the “how” of it does not stop us
from believing it.

And in the same way, Jesus was born in the days of eternity
before anything was created. We do not understand the
“how” of it, yet we believe it because the Bible says it
happened!

Jesus is the Son of God because He was begotten of God in
the days of eternity. God saysitin hisword, and so it is final.
Begotten = created?

Whenthe BiblesaysJesuswasbegotten,itdoesnot mean He
was created. “Born” and “created” are different words that
describe two different things.

Adam and Lucifer (Satan) were both created. Jesus was not
created; He was begotten (born) of God.

153



Godhead Course Handbook

The fact that two different words are used indicates that the
author had different meaningsin mind. To be begotten does
not mean to be created.

As human beings we understand what birth is. We
understand that to be born of our parents means we are
human like them; we inherit their qualities and nature. And,
unfortunately, in this fallen world we inherit some of their
weaknesses.

The point is, to be born means to come out of existing
substance possessingits nature and qualities.

To be created, however, is to come out of nothing. Only God
can create. We read that He spoke and it was. He created
things out of nothing, such as Lucifer:

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou
wast created, till iniquity was found in thee
(Ezekiel 28:15).

Jesuswas begotten (born) of the Father and is adivine being
having his Father’s nature and qualities. Lucifer was not
begotten but created and is a creature. There is a huge
difference between thetwo. Luciferisa creature. Jesusisthe
Creator.

How is Jesus the Son of God? He is the Son of God because
He was begotten of God in the days of eternity before
creation happened. That is what the Bible says.

And the good news is that God’slove for you and me led Him
to send His only begotten Son into the world. The begotten
Son of God became the begotten Son of Man in order to save
us.

Hallelujah!
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How Is Jesus the Son of God?

What love, what mercy, what grace does the true gospel
show—a gospel that speaks of an unfathomable love thatled
the God of the universe to send His only begotten and
beloved Son to die for sinners like us.

Gloryto God.

Now, let us examine the concepts of equality and
sovereignty...
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 12

How Is JESUS THE SON OF GOD?

1. Howdowe know Jesusis the Son of God by birth?

2. What Scriptural evidence can you provide that Jesus
is notjust the “unique” Son of God?

3. What Bible passages suggest that Jesus was the Son
of God before Bethlehem?

4. Howare “begotten” and “created” different?

5. How can Jesus’s Sonship deepen our appreciation for
God’slove?
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CHAPTER 13
EQUALITY AND SOVEREIGNTY

ehaveestablished from ScripturethatJesusisthe
Son of God because He was begotten/brought
forth from the Father in the days of eternity.

Nowthequestionmustbeasked: IsJesusdivine—equal with
God and worthy of our worship? The answer becomes clear
when we understand what Jesus inherited from his Father.

Jesus inherited His Father’s name

Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath
by inheritance obtained a more excellent name
than they (Hebrews1:4).

Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the
way, and to bring thee into the place which I have
prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke
him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions:
formynameisin him (Exodus 23:20, 21).
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The Son of God inherited the name of God. He has God’s
namein Him.
Biblically, a name signifies:
» Nature — Genesis 5:2
» Character — Exodus 34:5—7
« Identity — Proverbs 30:4

 Reputation, fame, glory — Proverbs 22:1 and
Ecclesiastes7:1

« Authority —John 5:43; John 10:25; Matthew 21:23
» Power — Luke 9:1;10:17; Acts 4:7

Jesus inherited His Father’s life

Not only did the Son of God inherit the nature of God from
his Father, He also had the same life as his Father:

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given
tothe Son to have life in himself (John 5:26).

God the Father gave His Son the same life He had. An
immortal, original, underived life. He gave it to Him to have
in Himself. Meaning, the Father made His Son an Author of
life, or a Giver of life.

Just as the Father raises the dead and gives life, so the
Son gives life to anyone he wants to (John 5:21 CEV).

Forin him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily (Colossians 2:9).

Foritpleasedthe Father that in him should all
fulness dwell (Colossians 1:19).

It was God’s will that His Son be divine.
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Equality and Sovereignty

Is Jesus equal with God?
Does that make Jesus equal with God?
Yes—it does. Paul wrote:

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God (Philippians 2:6).

Whatisthebasis of Jesus’s equality and divinity (Godship)?
Is Jesus divine and equal with God because He is God the
Son, the second member of the trinity? Or is He equal with
God because He is the Son of God?

Fromwhatwehaveseensofar,the one God ofthe Bibleis not
a triunity of persons. It is God the Father. The Bible is very
clear onthat. He, the Father, is the Source of all things.

From the study of the verses presented so far, one cannot
conclude a trinity.

If what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 8:6 is true—that to us
thereisone God anditisthe Father—thentheconclusioncan
never be that the one God of the Bible is Father, Son, and
Spirit. Either Paul was wrong or the trinitarian theology is
wrong. They can’t both be right.

This alone tells us that Jesus’s equality with God cannot be
based on Him being God the Son, the second member of the
trinity.

Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because
he notonly had broken the sabbath, but said also that
God was his Father, making himselfequal with God
(Johns:18).

TheJewsunderstood thatJesus’s Sonship makes Him equal
with God:
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The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we
stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that
thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered
them, Isit not writteninyour law, I said, Ye are gods?
Ifhe called them gods, unto whom the word of God
came, and the scripture cannot be broken; say ye of
him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son
of God? (John10:33—36).

According to the Jews, claiming to be the Son of God was
equal to claiming equality with God and claiming to be
divine.

Jesusinherited His Father’s nature

Achildisasmuchahuman asits parents because it came out
of them. It inherits their nature and life. This also applies to
the Son of God. He inherited the nature and life (divinity) of
his Father. Thus, Jesus has the God nature.

Consider what the book of Hebrews says:

And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into
theworld, he saith, And let all the angels of God
worship him. And of the angels he saith, Who maketh
his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But
unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever: asceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy
kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above
thy fellows (Hebrews 1:6—9).

Jesusis God because Heis the Son of God. See Hebrews 1:8.
His Sonship is the basis of His Godship.

160



Equality and Sovereignty

The Jews were correct in understanding that His claim to
Sonship equated a claim to divinity.

Do not miss what the rest of the passage says. Yes—Jesus is
called God, but verse 9 says that the Father is the God of
Jesus:

Therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with
theoil of gladness (Hebrews1:9).

Jesusisdivineandis called God because heisthe Son of God
and inherited His Father’s God nature. That is why He is
worthy of our worship:

That all men should honour the Son, even as they
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent him
(Johns:23).

Jesus asked His followers to believe in Him in the same way
they believed in God, making Himself equally the object of
true faith. He said:

Let notyour heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe alsoin me (John14:1).

So,toanswerour question, Jesusisequal with God asmyson
isequal tome.

The Gospels clearly reveal the Sonship and divinity of Jesus.
The Father and the Son are two individual divine beings
possessing the God nature. Both have the power to raise the
dead and to give life, to create and to judge. However, one,
the Father, is the Source of the Other and of all things.

The Bible reveals that the Fatheris:

 The ultimate Source of all things — 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2
Corinthians 5:18; Romans 11:36; Ephesians 3:14, 15
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» The God of Christ, in both His incarnation (Matthew
27:46) and in His resurrection —John 20:17;
Ephesians 1:3; Hebrews 1:9; 1 Peter 1:3; Revelation
3:12

« Exclusively called the Most High—compare Psalm
78:17with Isaiah 63:8—10)—while Jesusis called the
“Son of the Most High” — Mark 5:7; Luke 8:28

« Isgreaterthanall —John10:29
» The Head of Christ — 1 Corinthians 11:3
« Aboveall — Ephesians 4:4—-6

» Lord of heaven and earth — Matthew 11:25 and Luke
10:21

The Bible also reveals that Christ received from the Father:

« Hislife, power, and authority — John 5:26; Matthew
11:27;28:18; John 5:22—27; 17:2

« Hiskingdom — Daniel 7:14; Luke 1:32; 1 Corinthians
15:24—28; Ephesians 1:22

 Hisright toreceive worship —John 5:22, 23; Acts
2:36; Philippians 2:9, 10; Hebrews 1:6

« Hisname — Philippians 2:9; Hebrews 1:4

o Allthings —John 3:35; 13:3; Hebrews 1:2

Equality and sovereignty

Jesusisequal with His Fatherin nature and divinity. But this
does not mean a trinity, neither does it negate the truth that
God the Fatheristhe Source of all things.
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The Bible presents an equality between the Father and the
Son, but it maintains the sovereignty of the Father:

Andwhen all things shall be subdued unto him, then
shallthe Son also himself be subject unto him that put
all things under him, that God may be allin all
(1 Corinthians 15:28).

When sin is finally dealt with, Jesus will be subject unto the
Father, that God the Father might be all in all because the
Father is the Source of all things. He is the ultimate
authority.

Jesus is the Son of God, begotten of Him in the days of
eternity. This makes Him divine and equal with God in
nature. Thus, He is referred to as God because He has the
God nature.

The Bible is clear that Jesus’s equality with the Father does
not negate the Father’s sovereignty. The Father is the one
God of the Bible because He is the Source of all things,
including thelife of His Son. Therefore, the Son is equal with
God and yet subject to God.

The Sonship of Jesus brings equality and sovereignty
together. It explains His equality with God, His Father, and
at the same time explains the sovereignty of the Father.

But whatisJesus’s triune Sonship?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 13

EQUALITY AND SOVEREIGNTY

1. Whatdid Jesusinherit from His Father?
2. What makes Jesus equal with God?

3. Howdoes 1 Corinthians 8:6 disprove that God is a
trinity?

4. Whatisthebasis of Jesus’s Godship?

5. What attributes do God and Jesus share, and what
attributes do They not share?
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CHAPTER 14
JESUS’S TRIUNE SONSHIP

Sonship (begotten as God), His human Sonship
(begotten through Mary), and His resurrected
Sonship (begotten from the dead).

T he Sonship of Jesus has three phases: His divine

Let’s discuss how His threefold, or triune, Sonship affects
the plan of salvation.
His divine Sonship (begotten as God)

The divine Sonship of Jesus is the first, most important, and
most controversial phase of His Sonship.

Jesus, the Saviour of mankind, had to be a divine Being in
whom is found life and righteousness. Thus, Jesus had to be
100 percent divine—otherwise there is no plan of salvation.

We have established from Scripture that Jesus is the Son of
God because He was begotten in the days of eternity,
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possessing the nature of God and equally divine with his
Father.

The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before hisworks of old. Iwas set up from everlasting,
fromthe beginning, or ever the earth was. When there
wereno depths, [ was brought forth; when there were
no fountains abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills was I
brought forth (Proverbs 8:22—25).

“Possessed” means to have “gotten” a son. See Genesis 4:1.
“Brought forth” means tobe born.
“Setup” meansto be anointed.

According to this passage, back in the days of eternity, God
the Father begat His Son and anointed him with His Spirit.
Two things occurred: He was begotten and anointed.

Wedon’tknowmuch about whathappened back then, other
than He was begotten and anointed.

His human Sonship (begotten through Mary)

The second phase of Christ’s Sonship began when He
entered the human race.

In order to save mankind, God not only had to bring eternal
life and righteousness into the human race, but He also had
torestorethebrokenrelationship. Hehad toreunitedivinity
and humanity.

That is why Jesus was “made of a woman, made under the
law” (Galatians 4:4). Jesus was begotten of God through
Mary. Already the Son of God, He became the Son of Man. In
Him, divinity and humanity were united.
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Jesus's Triune Sonship

Why was it necessary to be made like us?

Whereforein all things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priestin things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he
himself hath suffered being tempted, heis able to
succour them that are tempted (Hebrews 2:18).

To be the divine Son of God was not enough. He had to be
born of a woman. He had to become a Man in order to be a
merciful and faithful High Priest, in order to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people. Hence Jesus was
born of Mary. This is the second time He was born, or
begotten.

Jesus was begotten and anointed in Heaven. Thatis why He
is the divine Son. This qualified Him to give humanity
righteousness and eternal life. It qualified Him to represent
God to Man.

Jesus was also begotten and anointed on the earth. He was
anointed from birth by being born of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 1:18), and He was anointed at His baptism with
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16, 17). This made Him the
divine-human Son. This qualified Him to represent Man to
God and to reunite humanity with divinity.

Hisresurrected Sonship (begotten from the dead)

The third phase of Jesus’s Sonship is His being begotten
from the dead:

And fromJesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and
thefirst begotten of the dead, and the prince of the
kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed
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us fromour sins in his own blood
(Revelation1:5).

And heis the head of the body, the church: who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; thatin all
things he might have the preeminence
(Colossians1:18).

God used the death and resurrection of Jesus to secure
mankind’s salvation.

Andif Christ be not risen, thenis our preaching vain,
and your faithis also vain (1 Corinthians 15:14).

Through His death and resurrection, Christ conquered
death:

Iam hethat liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and
of death (Revelation1:18).

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began, but is now made manifest by
the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel
(2 Timothy 1:9, 10).

It is important to understand that Jesus’s death was
dependent on and closely tied to His first birth in heaven.
The ability to lay down His life was because He received it
from the Father.

Jesus was and still is the divine son of God, possessing
eternal life and the fullness of the Godhead. Regardless, He
still died!
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Jesus's Triune Sonship

Had He not been begotten in the days of eternity, as some
would have usbelieve, He would not have been able to die, to
lay down His life and cease to exist. Christ’s death and
resurrection, Hisbegetting from the dead, broughtlife tothe
human race. Through His death we were reconciled to God,
but through His life we were given life (Romans 5:10).

Consider a fishing hook. Initially, it is in your hand. By
attaching bait, it takes upon itself the form of food. As far as
fish are concerned, itlooks like food. Thrown in the water, it
sinks deep and when reeled in, it brings up fish.

Jesus came from heaven. He took upon Himself the nature
of man. He died. And when He was begotten, or raised from
the dead, He brought with Him the whole human race. And
as He sat on the right hand of God, the human race can be
seated with Him in heavenly places.

Evenwhen we were deadin sins, [God] hath quickened
us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved) and
hath raised us up together, and made us sit togetherin
heavenly places in Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 2:5, 6).

In Christ, the human race has been given life and made to sit
in heavenly places.

WasJesusanointed after Hisresurrection? The Bibletellsus
that Jesus was anointed on the day of Pentecost (Hebrews
1:8,9; Acts 2:32,33; 3:13).

The three times Jesus was begotten (born):

1. Inheaven —fully and only divine — Proverbs 8:22,
Psalms

2. Onearth — divine and human in the likeness of sinful
flesh — Romans 8:3
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3. Fromthe dead — divine and human with glorified
flesh — 1 Corinthians 15:35—58
Allthree instances differin their application.

As a Man, Jesus was born of Mary. He had a human mother
and adivine Father.

His divine birth, however, was not like that. He did not have
amother. God the Father did not have a wife.

And his begetting from the dead was different as well.

None of the three phases of Jesus’s Sonship happened in the
same manner, but the underlying principle is the same,
hencetheyare allillustrated as being begotten. The Sonship
principleis applied to the three of them.

The reason the Sonship, or begetting, principle applies to
Jesusin these three stages is because in all three, the Father
gave life to His Son:

 Inheaven, God was the Source of life for His Son —
Johns5:26

« In Hisincarnation, God was the Source of life for His
Son — Luke1:35

« Andin Hisresurrection, God was the Source of life for
His Son—God raised His Son — Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:10;
10:40;17:3; 1 Peter1:21

The first birth was the source of His divinity.
The second was the source of His humanity.
The third was the source of His glorified humanity.

He completed the deal for the human race.
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Hewas also anointed three times:
 Inheaven — Proverbs 8:23; Psalm 2:6,7

« Atbirth (born of the Spirit) and at His baptism —
Matthew1:18 and Matthew 3:16, 17

« After Hisresurrection (Pentecost) — Hebrews 1:8, 9;
Acts2:32,33;3:13

This sealed the deal and unleashed God’s blessing on
humanity.

Jesus’s Sonship is crucial to His identity and to the plan of
salvation:

« Hisdivine Sonship qualified Him to represent God to
man

« Hishuman Sonship qualified Him to represent man to
God

 Hisresurrection qualified Him to present eternal life
and righteousness to the human race—it qualified
Him to fill all things — Ephesians 4:10

Itisimportant to understand the threefold Sonship of Jesus
and the three times Jesus was begotten. Surface readers will
point to the fact that Jesus was begotten from Mary, or
begottenfromthedead, and say Hisresurrection, orbirthon
earth, is the reason why Jesusis called the Son of God.

This fallacy crumbles when the biblical teaching is
understood that:

« The Sonship or begetting principle is applied to Jesus
atthree different stages: in heaven, at the Incarnation,
and at theresurrection
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« Each ofthose three differin their application—the
begetting was manifested differently

« Even though the manifestation or application
differed, the underlying principle is the same: the
Father gave life to His Son

The Sonship of Jesus indicates many things, one of which is
the fact that He received His life from the Father.

When considering the second and third Sonship, no one
debates the fact that He was both begotten and anointed. It
is widely accepted that Jesus’s begetting from Mary and
from the dead indicates Him receiving life from God.

Why accept thelasttwo and reinterpret the first one tomean
something else? That cannot be. Scripture, logic, and
consistency demands we apply the same principle toJesus’s
first begetting, when He was brought forth from the Father
inthe days of eternity.

Jesus’s Sonship is everything to us as a people. His first
Sonship was the source of His divinity, the second was the
source of His humanity, and the third was the source of His
glorified humanity and our salvation.

Nowlet’s take alook at which Messiah Jesusis. ..

172



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 14

JESUS’S TRIUNE SONSHIP

. Whatare the three phases of Jesus’s Sonship?

. Which phase is most important—and most
controversial?

3. What two things happened to Jesus in the first phase?

. Why did Jesus have to become a human Son?

5. Whatdid Jesus’s resurrection bring to the human

race?
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CHAPTER 15
WHICH MESSIAH?

begotten in the days of eternity, equal with God in

divinity, worthy of our worship, and begotten three
times (in heaven, in the Incarnation, and at the
resurrection), some still say, The Sonship of Jesus is a
metaphor. They say, Yes—the Bible does say He is the Son of
God and that He is begotten of God, but this is a metaphor;
this is God is speaking to us humans in a way we can
understand.

E ven when considering that Jesus is the Son of God,

True enough, God is speaking to us in human language,
speakingin a simple waythatisunderstandable. Why didn’t
Jesusteachwhattoday’stheologiansteach? Whydid neither
God nor Jesus even hint that there might be a trinity?

When God said, “This is my beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17;
17:5), and Jesus said “I am the Son of God” (Matthew 27:43;
John 10:36), They meant what They said and said what They
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meant! In simple human language God was telling man that
Jesus is His Son and that He, God, is the Father of His Son
whom He begat. There is no metaphor involved in this
relationship!

Another evidence of Jesus’s literal Sonship is His claim to
Messiahship, and the Jews’ reaction toit.

Messiah

The word “Messiah” comes from the Hebrew word masiah,
meaning “anointed.” It is translated into English as
“Messiah” only two times in the Old Testament:

Know therefore and understand, that from the going
forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalemunto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall
be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be
cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince
that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood,
and unto the end of the war desolations
are determined (Daniel 9:25, 26).

The same word is used to refer to many people in the Old
Testament.

The Old Testament says that the anointed priest was masiah
(Leviticus 4:3), thatthekingwasthe Lord’sanointed masiah
(1 Samuel 24:6), and that even Cyrus was the LORD’s
anointed masiah (Isaiah 45:1).

To simply say Jesus was the Messiah is not good enough.
That was not enough to make Him the promised Messiah.
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Mark ofthe Messiah

Consider what Jesus said in relation to the promised
Messiah:

Saying, What think ye of Christ? Whose son is he? They
say unto him, The Son of David
(Matthew 22:42).

Notice what Jesus asked them. What do you believe about
the Messiah, the Anointed One? He didn’t ask them, What
do you believe He will look like? or, What do you believe He
will do? or, What do you believe will happen to Him? He
focused their attention on the most important aspect about
the Messiah: Whose Son is He? The question wasn’t about
beinganotherking, prophet,orevenagood man. Theunique
aspect about this Messiah was His Sonship!

Naturally, the Jews responded with, He is the Son of David!
They believed the Messiah would be another anointed
man—probably a mighty king such as David—who would
conquer Rome and free Jerusalem.

Consider Jesus’s response:

How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right
hand, till  make thine enemies thy footstool? If David
then call him Lord, how is he his son? And no man was
able to answer him a word, neither durst any man
fromthat day forth ask him any more questions
(Matthew 22:43—46).

Jesus pointed out that the promised Messiah would not be a
normal man and not purely human. King David, under
inspiration, said, Jehovah said to My Lord—to Adonai—sit
thou on myright hand.
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The promised Messiah would be seated on the highest
throne in the universe. He would not be just another king,
priest, or messenger of the Lord. He would be divine and
would be seated on the right hand of the throne of God.

The key to understand who the Messiah would be is closely
tied with understanding whose Son He is.

The mark of His messiahship is His Sonship!

More than human Sonship

When the Pharisees said He is the son of David, Jesus told
them, No—you are wrong. He told them there is much more
to the Messiah’s Sonship than His Sonship to David.
Although Matthew says:

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham (Matthew1:1).

WhywasJesus not satisfied with the Jews’ answerregarding
the Messiah’s Sonship? Matthew, under inspiration, said
Jesusisthe Son of David, a term used many timesinrelation
to Jesus. So, why was Jesus not satisfied with the same title
as an answer to His question?

Consider what Paul said to the Romans:

Concerning his SonJesus Christ our Lord, which was
made of the seed of David according to the flesh; and
declaredto be the Son of God with power, according to
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead
(Romans1:3,4).

Paulsaid that concerning Hisflesh, Jesusisthe Son of David,
but as far as His divinity and holiness are concerned, He is
the Son of God, to which His resurrection from the dead
testifies.
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When talking to the Pharisees, Jesus had a specific Sonship
in His mind. Ifthe Messiah is only the Son of David, well, He
isno different than the other messiahs.

Solomon, the king of Israel, was the literal son of David and
was anointed as a king. He was Solomon the anointed
masiah, or christ.

If the Christship, or Messiahship, of Jesus is based on His
human birth, then Heis no different than the other anointed
people.

However, Jesus was the Christ. His anointing was based on
a different Sonship—a divine Sonship.

ThatisthereasonJesusasked them, Whatthinkye of Christ?
Whose Sonis He?

Two parables

The same day, talking to the same people, Jesus gave two
parables thatillustrated the answer very clearly:

Parable of the Tenants — Matthew 21:33—41

Butlast of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They
will reverence my son. But when the husbandmen saw
the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir;
come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.
And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard,
and slew him (Matthew 21:37—39).

Parable of the Wedding Feast — Matthew 22:1—14

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king,
which made a marriage for his son (Matthew 22:2).
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Bothparablesareintended to conveythe same message. The
message revolves around God sending His Son, and the
world rejecting and killing His Son.

It was in this context that Jesus asked the Jews, Whose Son
doyouthink Heis?

Believing that Jesus is only the Son of David, the son of a
human being, prevented the Jews from understanding that
Jesusisthe Son ofthe Most High God. Jesus wanted them to
understand that the promised Messiah will be the Son of the
Most High God, hence divine.

Jesus’s Messiahship and divinity is intrinsically linked with
“whose Son Heis.”

The followers of Jesus understood this point:

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi,

he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I

the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou
artJohnthe Baptist: some, Elias; and others,

Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them,
Butwhom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter

answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the

living God (Matthew 16:13—16).

Not only are You the Christ, the anointed One, but you are
also the Christ, the Son of God. You are not just an anointed
priest, king, or even a prophet. You are the anointed Son of
God. This is mentioned many times in the Gospels,
including: Mark1:1; Luke 4:41;John 6:69;11:27; 20:31; Acts
8:37.

The people who confessed this not only highlighted that
Jesus is the Christ/Messiah but also specified what they
meant: “whose Son He is.” “Thou art the Christ, the Son of
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Which Messiah?
theliving God,” highlighting that He is the Son of God.

Areal or metaphorical Son?
Why did Jesus’s Sonship annoy the Jews?

The Jews believed themselves to be the sons of God. See
Exodus 4:22; Isaiah 64:8; John 8:41.

King Solomon, for example, would have had the right to be
called “Solomon, the messiah, the son of David, the son of
God.”

If Jesus’s claim of Sonship was a metaphor, or referring to a
spiritual ancestry (adoption), then he was not claiming
anything new, in that the Jews also claimed sonship! Why
did the Jews want to kill Jesus when he claimed tobe the Son
of God? It was because he applied a different meaning than
what they understood:

Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye
would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from
God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me
(John 8:42).

Jesus used three different verbsin this verse:
 “Proceeded forth”
« “Came from”
» “Sent”

Consider whatthe commentatorJohn Gill wrote aboutJohn
8:42:

ForIproceeded forth; and came from God; the former
of these phrases is observed by many learned men to be
used by the Septuagint, of a proper natural birth, as in
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Genesis 15:4; and here designs the eternal generation
of Christ, as the Son of God, being the only begotten of
the Father, and the Son of the Father in truth and love;
and the other is to be understood of his mission from
him, as Mediator
(“Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible,”
John 8:42 Commentaries, Biblehub.com).

This unbelievable doctrine of the “eternal generation of
Christ” was invented to attempt to explain how Jesus could
be begotten of the Father in the days of eternity as Scripture
says, and at the same time be coeternal with the Fatherasthe
trinity says. Jesus was begotten in the days of eternity, a one-
time event, not an ongoing process as eternal generation
proposes.

Jesusclearlysaid: Iwasborn ofthe Father,Icamefrom Him,
and He sent me.

The Jews understood what He meant by claiming to be the
Son of God. They understood He was saying “I am the Son of
God because I was born of God in heaven.” And that meant
he was divine. That is why they did not like His claim of
Sonship to God and wanted to kill Him:

Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because
he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that
Godwas his Father, making himselfequal with God
(John5:18).

Again, the Jews clearly understood that Jesus’s claim to be
the Son of God and that God was his Father was literal, not
metaphorical. They understood he was making Himself
divine and equal with God, and for that they wanted to kill
Him.
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This explains why when Jesus claimed to be the Son of God,
the Jews accused Him of blasphemy:

Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and
sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I
amthe Son of God? (John 10:36).

They truly understood what He meant.
Now consider what Jesus said in His prayer:

For I have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received them, and have
known surely that I came out from thee, and they have
believed that thou didst send me (John 17:8).

They have known surely that I came out from God, that I
proceeded forth from God, that I was born from God.

It was important that the disciples be convinced that Jesus
came out from God because it is the identifying mark of the
promised Messiah and is the basis of His divinity.

Proving His divinity

Twenty-first century Christians approach the scriptures
backwards because they already believe in the trinity and
divinity of Jesus. They read the scriptures with a
preconceivedideathatJesusisdivine, that Heis God the Son
and coeternal with the Father. Thus, when they read the
words about Him being the Son of God and begotten of God,
they interpret them backwards, trying to make them mean

Hewasnotliterallybegotten because Heis God the Son, part
ofthe trinity.

That is not how one should approach the scriptures—
especially the stories in the Gospels. One should approach
from the writer’s perspective, not a preconceived idea.

183



Godhead Course Handbook

Before they were chosen, the apostles did not believe Jesus
wasdivine. Hiswordsand teachings were how He convinced
them of His divinity. Their willingness to be convinced is
why He chose them and taught them.

How did Jesus explain to them that He was divine? Did He
say, “I am God”? “I am divine”? Or, “I have the nature of
God™?

There is no record in the Gospels of Jesus making such a
claim.

Jesus convinced His followers of His divinity by teaching
them, and making sure they understood, that He is the Son
of God, begotten of God, hence possessing the same nature
as His Father.

Hetaughtthem Hewasdivinebutneversaid, “lam God.” He
never said, “I am divine.” He simply taught them that He is
theliteral Son of God.

The disciples, and all those who believed their words,
accepted Jesus as the promised Messiah, as the begotten
Messiah, as the Son of God. That is why they often referred
to Him as “Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Only begotten

And that is why John said Jesus is the only begotten Son of
God. He understood that Jesus is the Son of God in a
different sense than we are the sons of God.

John understood that Jesus is the literal Son of God in a
different sense than born again Christians are sons of God.
Thus, he called him the only begotten Son of God!

For Jesus to be the true Messiah, He had to be:
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 Jesusthe Anointed — Christ
o And Jesusthe Son of David — from the seed of David

+ And begotten Son of God —born of God and
possessing the nature of God

The fact that Jesusis the promised Messiah negates theidea
that His Sonship is a metaphor.

Either Jesus is the literal Son of God, the true Messiah,
possessing the nature of God, or Heis not the Messiah at all.

One must decide which Messiah to believe in. Eitheritis the
promised Messiah—the literal Son of God—or it is another
Messiah who has been interpreted wrongly as a
metaphorical son.

Correctly understanding the literal Sonship of Jesus is to
understand that Jesus was begotten of God in the days of
eternity, inheriting the nature of God. Thus, His Sonship to
God is the mark of His Messiahship.

By denying Christ’s Sonship and turning it into a metaphor,
twenty-first century Christians are destroying the mark of
his Messiahship. If Jesus is not the literal Son of God, then
Heisnot the promised Messiah!

Which Messiah do you believe in—the promised Messiah
who is the literal Son of God, or another messiah who is not
theliteral Son of God?

Now let’s explore what was likely Paul’s greatest fear. ..
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 15

WHICH MESSIAH?

1. Whyisitnot good enough to say that Jesusisthe
Messiah?

2. Whywas Jesus not satisfied with being known as the
Son of David?

3. Whydid the Jewsin Jesus’s day get so angry at His
claim to Sonship?

4. Howdid Jesus prove His divinity to His disciples?

5. What negates the idea that Jesus’s Sonshipisa
metaphor?
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CHAPTER 16
ANOTHER JESUS

n previous chapters, we have biblically established that:

There is one God. He is God the Father, not a trinity or a
committee, of three.

Jesusisthe Son of God, not God the Son, the second member
of the trinity. He is the Son of God because he was begotten
of God in the days of eternity and is therefore equal with God
in divinity.

Nowhere does the Bible teach a three-in-one God.
Misunderstanding Scripture has Christians worshiping a
different god than is mentioned in the Bible.

In light of this, Paul’s warning to the Corinthians becomes
very relevant:

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be
corrupted fromthe simplicity that is in Christ. Forif he
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that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have
not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye
have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not
accepted, ye might well bear with him
(2 Corinthians11:3, 4).

Paul, under the inspiration of God, warned the Corinthians
about a deception that would introduce a new Jesus and a
new spirit, which in turn would give them a different gospel.

Notice the identifying mark about the true Jesus. Paul said:

“Another Jesus, whom we have not preached.” This means
that Paul preached the true Jesus.

Knowingthe Jesus Paul preached identifies any counterfeit.

According to Paul, who is Jesus?

And straightway he preached Christ in the
synagogues, that he is the Son of God (Acts 9:20).

God s faithful, by whomye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord
(1 Corinthians1:9).

Forthe Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached
among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and
Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea
(2 Corinthians1:19).

TheJesus Paul preachedtothe Corinthiansisthe Son of God,
not “God the Son.”

Paul preached aJesus whoisthe Son of God, notaJesuswho
is part of a God or who is the one God of the Bible:

But tous thereis but one God, the Father, of whom are
allthings, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by
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whom are all things, and we by him
(1 Corinthians 8:6).

There is only one God, and He is the Father of Whom are all
things (the Source), and there is only one Lord, and He is
Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things.

According to Paul, the one God is not Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christis the Son of the one true God:

But Iwould have you know, that the head of every man
is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and
the head of Christis God (1 Corinthians 11:3).

The head of Christ is God. The Jesus Paul preached to the
Corinthians is not the God of the Bible. The God of the Bible
isthe head of Christ.

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort
(2 Corinthians1:3).

Repeatedly Paul taught the Corinthians that the God of the
Bibleis the Father of Jesus Christ, implying that Jesus is the
Son of the God of the Bible.

Paul warned the Corinthians about another Jesus, one who
is not the Son of God. This raises the question, has another
Jesus been introduced into Christianity, a Jesus which Paul
did not preach?

Denying Christ

The majority of Christendom believes and worships Jesus,
but not the Jesus Paul spoke about and worshiped.
Christendom has accepted a Jesus who is not the Son of God
in the fullest sense. The majority of Christendom believesin
the trinity, in tritheism, or in modalism (Jesus only).

189



Godhead Course Handbook

All of these teachings deny the reality of Christ’s Sonship.

Modalism denies the existence of more than one being, thus
theSonshipisonlyametaphor,oraroleplay.Jesuscould not
be the Son because thereis no other being to father Him!

Tritheism teaches that the Father, Son, and Spirit are three
separate gods. No one came out of the other, hence denying
the Sonship of Jesus. If Jesus was not begotten of Another,
He could not be the Son of Another.

The trinity teaches that Jesus is God the Son, the second
personin the Godhead and coeternal with the Father. And if
He is coeternal, He could not have been begotten at some
stage in the days of eternity as the Bible teaches. If Jesus
never came out of the Father, and was never really begotten
of the Father, then He could not be a real Son—a metaphor,
yes, but not real.

Examples of what the trinity hasled teachers to teach:

“The sonship of Jesus, however, is not ontological but
functional. In the plan of salvation each member of the
Trinityhasaccepted aparticularrole” (Gerhard Pfandl, “The
Trinityin Scripture,” Biblical Research Institute, June 1999,
3,emphasis mine).

AsGod, the person we nowknowofasJesus Christhad no
beginning, was not begotten, was not a Son, and did not
comeintobeing. ... Butas man and as God’s Son He was
not eternal, He did have a beginning, He was begotten,
this being the same time Mary had a Son. Therefore, the
doctrine of eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ is
irreconcilable to reason, is unscriptural, and is
contradictory to itself (Finis Jennings Dake, Dake’s
Annotated Reference Bible, Comment on Acts 13:33, as

190



Another Jesus

quoted in George W. Zeller and Renald E. Showers, The
Eternal Sonship of Christ: A Timely Defense of this Vital
Biblical Doctrine, March 2008, 31, 32).

The Scripture nowhere calls Jesus Christ the eternal Son
of God, and He is never called Son at all prior to the
incarnation, except in prophetic passages in the Old
Testament. The term “Son” itself is a functional term, as
isthe term “Father” and has no meaning apart from time
... Many heresies have seized upon the confusion created
by theillogical “eternal Sonship” or “eternal generation”
theory of Roman Catholic theology, unfortunately
carried over to some aspects of Protestant theology.
Finally; there cannotbeanysuchthingaseternal Sonship
... the word “Son” definitely suggests inferiority (Walter
Martin, The Kingdom of the Cults, (Minneapolis:
Bethany House, 1985), 117, 118).

Fifth, the father-son image cannot be literally applied to
the divine Father-Son relationship within the Godhead.
The Son is not the natural, literal Son of the Father. A
natural child has a beginning, while within the Godhead
the Soniseternal. The term “Son” is used metaphorically
when applied to the Godhead. It conveys the ideas of
distinction of persons within the Godhead and the
equality of nature in the context of an eternal, loving
relationship (Angel Manuel Rodriguez, “A Question of
Sonship,” Adventist World, November 2015, 42; also
published in Angel Manuel Rodriguez, “A Question of
Sonship,” Seventh-day Adventist Church Biblical
Research Institute website, November 30,2015, https://
www.adventistbiblicalresearch.org/materials/a-
question-of-sonship/).
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The Jesus preached and believed upon in most
denominationsis God the Son, a divine being whowas never
begotten of the Fatherin eternity but whose Sonshipisjusta
metaphor—arole play.

This is a different Jesus from the One Paul preached. Based
on the Word of God, it is obvious that “another Jesus” has
beenintroduced into Christianity. And the sad reality is that
most Christians have been deceived into receiving him.

Through the trinity doctrine, Satan has managed to
introduce another Jesus to God’s people, a Jesus who is not
the Son of God.

Gospelimplications

The concept of Jesus as only a metaphorical Son impacts the
biblical gospel.

Consider this passage:

Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priestin things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he
himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to
succour them that are tempted (Hebrews 2:17,18).

Jesus’s experience in humanity gave Him the experience or
qualification needed to be a “faithful high priest” and “to
succour [help] them that are tempted.”

For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
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may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need (Hebrews 4:15,16).

We are tempted, and Christ, our High Priest, was tempted.
He was tempted and overcame temptation. He condemned
sinin the flesh.

InorderforJesustocondemnsinintheflesh, twothingshad
tobeinplace:

1. Hehad totake our nature upon Himself, not the
nature of angels

2. Hehad to be tempted—to come face to face with sin
and conquer it

Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on
themthat are out of the way; for that he himself alsois
compassed with infirmity (Hebrews 5:2).

Paul meant that Jesus was subject to like passions as His
people are. His personal, experimental knowledge with the
weaknesses and temptations of the flesh led Him to have an
empatheticunderstanding of the weaknesses and failures of
others, and qualified Him to give counsel and help to those
in temptation.

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal salvation unto all them

that obey him (Hebrews 5:8, 9).

Jesus was made perfect through suffering. See Hebrews
2:10. Hebecame the Author of eternal salvation.

His life on earth qualified Him to be the author of eternal
salvation. It was during His life on earth that He conquered
sin and learned obedience through suffering. He
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experienced what it means to be a human being, what it
means to be tempted with sin, what it means to be tempted
towalk away from God’s will and plan.

His temptation played a major part in qualifying Him to be
the High Priest of His people, and it was a major part of the
gospel preached. The most cherished doctrine in
Christianity, the trinity, denies this aspect of the gospel. It
turns the temptations of Christinto a mockery.

Tempting God

Letnoman say when heis tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man (James1:13).

James tells us God cannot be tempted. Yet the Bible says
Jesus was “in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin” (Hebrews 4:15).

If Jesus were God in the fullest sense that God is God, and if
Jesus were the second person in the trinity, God the Son,
then how could God be tempted to sin against Himself?

God makesthelaws, and thereforeitisimpossible for God to
sin or even be tempted to sin because God cannot sin against
Himself.

According to the trinity, the one God of the Bible is God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Not just one person, or two
persons, butthree persons makingup Hisone substance. He
isthe indivisible God. So, when James says that God cannot
be tempted with evil, according to the trinity, the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit cannot be tempted with evil.

Question: If God is a trinity, then how could God be tempted
to sin against Himself? Obviously, He cannot.
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John Ankerburg, in answer to the question “Could Jesus
have sinned?,” quotes the following theologian:

If it be argued that Christ’s humanity seemed to act
separately in matters of knowledge, human weakness,
and limitations, this may be conceded; yet not without a
reminder that, though His humanity might seem to act
independently in certain ways which involved no moral
issues, because of the unity of His Person His humanity
could not sin without necessitating God to sin.. ..

This vexing problem is thus reduced to the simple
question whether God could sin; for Jesus Christ is God.
If it be admitted that God cannot—not
merely would not—sin, it must be conceded that
Christ could not—not merely would not—sin. It remains
only to observe that . . . He is “the same yesterday, and
today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8)” (Excerpted from The
Facts on “The Last Temptation of Christ,” 15—18; as
quoted in “Could Jesus Sin?” The John Ankerberg Show,
August 23, 2013, https://jashow.org/articles/could-
jesus-sin/).

Notice how this Christian website answers the question,
Could Jesus have sinned?

Answer: “...Theclearteaching of Scriptureis that Jesus was
impeccable—Jesus could not have sinned. . . . He remained
sinless because God is incapable of sinning. It is against His
very nature (Matthew 4:1; Hebrews 2:18; 4:15; James 1:13).
Sin is by definition a trespass of the Law. God created the
Law, and the Law is by nature what God would or would not
do; therefore, sin is anything that God would not do by His
very nature” (“Could Jesus Have Sinned?,” Got Questions,
https://www.gotquestions.org/could-Jesus-have-sinned.
html).
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If we follow the trinity to its logical conclusion, we must
teach that Jesus could not have sinned because Jesus is God
the Son; He is the second person of the trinity. Not all
trinitarians believe the same regarding this issue. The only
reason a trinitarian would believe Jesus could have sinned
and could have fallen is he has not logically thought through
his belief. If Jesus is the second person in the three-in-one
God, then what would have happened to “God” had Jesus
sinned?

How could James be accurate in saying “God (three-in-one)
cannot be tempted with evil” if “God the Son” was tempted
with sin? Itjust cannot be!

If Godisatrinity, Jesus’s wilderness temptations werejusta
play, ametaphor, and it didn’t matter what the temptations
were because there was no risk. They weren’t real
temptations like your temptations because Jesus could not
have sinned.

If Jesus could not have sinned, then God did not really risk
much because Jesus could not have fallen.

The trinity denies the reality of this aspect of the gospel. It
turns the temptations of Jesus, and the risk God took in
sending His Son, into a mockery, ametaphor.

Abeliefin the trinity, turns. ..
» God’s Fatherhood into a metaphor
« Christ’s Sonship into a metaphor

« God’simmeasurable sacrifice in sending His Son into
ametaphor

e Christ’s suffering and battle with sin into a metaphor
Nothing can be further from the truth. Christ’s incarnation
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placed Him in a position where He could have sinned. He
could have fallen because He fought a real battle with sin.

That is why He prayed, “Not my will, but thine, be done”
(Luke 22:42).

Jesus’s Sonship impacts other aspects of the gospel. If the
foundation is wrong, the outcome will be wrong. If the
Sonshipisreal, the rest of the gospel is real. If the Sonship is
ametaphor, the rest of the gospel is ametaphor.

Thetesting questionisthis: IsJesustheliteral Son of God, or
isHenot? Paul said Heis, Paul’saudiencebelieved Heis, and
Jesus Himself said Heis. See John 10:36.

How does the trinity doctrine impact the cross?
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CHAPTER 16

ANOTHER JESUS

1. Whatdid Paul fear the Corinthian believers would
do? See 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4.

2. Listthree Bible passages that tell us that Jesusis not
the one true God.

3. Howare many Christians denying Christ today?

4. What two things had to be in place for Jesus to
condemn sin in the flesh?

5. HowdoJames 1:13 and Hebrews 4:15 disprove that
Godisatrinity?
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CHAPTER 17
THE CROSS AND THE TRINITY

nthe previous chapter, we discussed how a metaphorical

Sonship leads to a metaphorical battle between Christ

and sin. Inthis chapter, we will examine theimpact of the
trinity and Christ’s metaphorical Sonship on His death.

The Bible says that the wages of sin is death. It is eternal
separation from God. If Jesus is God in the same sense as
Godis God,thesecond memberofthetrinity, thenhowcould
Jesus die an eternal death?

Keep in mind that the trinity teaches a three-in-one God:

“We must confess that the Trinity is one indivisible God and
that the distinctions of the Persons do not destroy the divine
unity. This unity of God is expressed by saying that he is one
substance. Nevertheless, in the divine unity there are three
co-eternal and co-equal Persons, who, though distinct, are
the One undivided and adorable God” (Raoul Dederen,
“Reflections on the Doctrine of the Trinity,” Reprinted from
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Andrews University Seminar Studies, Volume 8, 19770, No.
1,16).

“The three persons share one nature. Each person of the
Godhead is by nature and essence God, and the fullness of
the deity dwells in each of them. On the other hand, each
person of the Godhead is inseparably connected to the other
two” (Ekkehardt Mueller, “Scripture Applied—A Bible
Study,” Reflections, a BRI Newsletter, July 2008).

“In Scripture God has revealed His transcendent nature as
Trinity, namely three distinct divine Persons who act
directly and historically in history and constituting the one
divine Trinitarian being” (Dr. Fernando Canale, Handbook
of Seventh-day Adventist Theology, Seventh-day Adventist
Encyclopaedia, Volume 12, 138).

Think about it in terms of these
colours:

Three light colours—green, red, \
and blue—are needed to make
white light. In the same way, the
trinity doctrine teaches that the
three persons of the Godhead are s s s mares wose s saresiopnes
needed to make up the trinity, the

one divine trinitarian being, the one God of the Bible.

Consider what the Bible says about Christ’s death:

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose

again the third day according to the scriptures
(1 Corinthians 15: 4).
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Isaiah prophesied, “Thou shalt make his soul [his life, his
person] an offering for sin” (Isaiah 53:10).

Noticethat Isaiah was specific. He did not say, You will make
Hisbody an offering for sin but rather His soul—His life, His
spirit.

Peter quoted from Psalm 16:10 where David prophesied
about Jesus:

Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption
(Acts2:27).

David, Isaiah,and Peter were specificinwhat theysaid. They
highlighted that the death of Jesus extended to His soul. It
was not amake-believe death. It wasnot onlyabodily death;
all that comprised Christ remained in the grave.

Paul highlighted what type of spirit was laid down on the
Cross:

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himselfwithout spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God? — Hebrews 9:14

Who with an eternal Spirit — WN1
Who, through his eternal Spirit — 20CNT

So, according to the Bible, the spirit, or life, that Jesus laid
down on the cross was His eternal spirit. In other words, on
the cross there was a divine and eternal sacrifice. It was tnot
a mere human sacrifice; it was the divine Son of God who
died.

Through His death, Christ destroyed the devil and death:

201



Godhead Course Handbook

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the
same; that through death he might destroy him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil
(Hebrews 2:14).

Accordingtothe Bible, it was the divine Son of God who died
onthe cross:

Iam hethat liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of helland
of death (Revelation1:18).

The death of Christ is foundational to the gospel. However,
if we follow the trinity to its logical conclusion, we would
have to believe that Jesus, God in the fullest sense, the
second person of the trinity, could not have died because
God cannotdie.

“The trinity teaches he is the indivisible God ... This unity of
God is expressed by saying that he is one substance. ... the
One undivided and adorable God” (See Raoul Dederen
quote above).

As a result of the trinity, some theologians have come to
believe:

Augustine

“Nodead man canraise himself. He [ Christ] only was able to
raise Himself, who though His Body was dead, was not dead.
For Heraised up thatwhich was dead. Heraised up Himself,
who in Himself was alive, but in His Body that was to be
raised was dead” (St. Augustine, Sermons on Selected
Lessons of the New Testament, trans. R. G. MacMullen, as
quotedin Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, First Series, Vol.
6. Edited by Philip Schaff, 656).
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Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry
“Did Jesus raise Himself from the grave or did God do it?

So, while Christ’s body was dead, He remained alive (since
God cannot die). . . . So, would it have been possible that
Jesusthrough His divine nature even while Hishuman body
lay dead could have displayed His power through
resurrection? Absolutely. . . . The act of raising Jesus from
the dead was not the operation merely of one person within
the Trinitybutwasacooperative actdone by the powerofthe
divine substance. The fact that the Bible teaches that God
raised Jesus from the dead and that Jesus raised Himself is
yet another testament to Christ’s divinity” (Brad Huston,
“Did Jesus raise Himself from the grave or did God do it?,”
CARM, February 1, 2011, https://carm.org/about-jesus/
did-jesus-raise-himself-from-the-grave-or-did-god-do-

it/).

William Lane Craig
Q&A: Was God Dead for three days?

So, you can see that the divine nature, the divine person of
Christ, is not in any way extinguished in the death of the
human nature of Christ on the cross (William Lane Craig
Q&A: Was God Dead for Three Days?, YouTubevideo, 1:24).

The trinity concludes that the one God of the Bible is made
up of three persons and cannot change. “I am the LORD, I
change not” (Malachi 3:6). Then, how could a third of Him
die, cease to exist? It cannot be.

This impossibility is why it is proposed that Jesus was alive
eventhough Hisbodywasdead. And theysaytheevidenceis
that Heraised Himself.
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The New Testament states twenty-three times that God
raised His Son from the dead. And not even once does the
Bible say that Jesus raised Himself:

Twenty-three verses stating the Father raised His Son:

Acts 2:24; 2:30—32; 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30; 13:34;
13:37; 17:31; Romans 4:24; 6:4; 8:11; 10:9; 1 Corinthians
6:14; 15:15; 2 Corinthians 4:14; Galatians 1:1; Ephesians
1:19, 20; Colossians 2:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10; Hebrews
13:20;1Peteri:21

The idea that Jesus raised Himself is based on one
misunderstood versethatcould beeasilyclarified byreading
it from another translation. In the King James Version, the
word “received” is translated as “take,” which has led to
some confusion! Let’sread itin the CEV:

The Father loves me, because I give up my life, so that I
may receive it back again. No one takes my life from
me. I give it up willingly! I have the power to give it up
and the power to receive it back again, just as my
Father commanded meto do (John1o:17,18 CEV).

This translation of the verse harmonises perfectly with the
twenty-three verses stating God raised Jesus from the dead.

Here is another statement from another Christian
organisation. Note how the reasoning is due to the trinity
doctrine:

Christian Broadcasting Network

When Jesus Died on the Cross, Did He Also Die
Spiritually?

Of course, God cannot die either. If God died, the
universe would fall apart. And Jesus is God. If the Spirit
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of Jesusdied, then God Himselfwould have died, and the
whole universe would have collapsed. . . . If Jesus—the
Son of God and second Person of the Trinity—were truly
separated in spirit from the Father, then God Himself
would be torn asunder and would cease to be—another
impossibility. . . . His Spirit was neither dead nor
separated from God. Instead, He was continuing to
please and serve the Father, as He is at this moment (Pat
Robertson, “When Jesus Died on the Cross, Did He Also
Die Spiritually?,” Christian Broadcasting Network, June

8,1992).

You cannot have the trinity doctrine and the atonement in
the same reasoning. Either the trinity is true and we have
only a human sacrifice, or the trinity is false and we have a
divine sacrifice.

A human sacrifice is not enough to save us—otherwise why
couldn’t a person die for humanity? Why couldn’t any good
human die for humanity? Why was there a need for God to
send His divine Sontodiein orderto save humanity? Amere
human sacrifice destroys the atonement and the gospel.

Plainly, thetrinity deniesthedeath of Christ. If Christdid not
die,ifthe Son of God did notmake His soul an offering forsin,
then there is no divine sacrifice, only a human one. And if
thatisthe case, then thereisno gospel, no forgiveness of sin,
no atonement, no reconciliation with God. There is no plan
of salvation.

Paul said:

Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and
tears unto him that was able to save him from death,
and was heardin that he feared (Hebrews 5:7).
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If Jesus could not—not would not, but could not die—as the
trinity teaches, then this verse is meaningless. God saved
Him from death by resurrecting Him from the death. But
how could God save His Son from death when it was
impossible for the Son to die?

The trinity turns the death of God’s Son into a metaphor. It
reduces the divine sacrifice into a human sacrifice. It turns
God and His Son’s amazing sacrifice into a role play: while
Jesus’s body was dead, He was alive elsewhere watching
things unfold.

Again, ifthe foundationis wrong, if the Sonship of Christisa
metaphor, the whole gospel becomes a mockery, a great
theatrical act.

God’sloveforusisreal!

Christ’s Sonship to the Fatherisreal!
Christ’s battle with sin is real!
Christ’s death on the crossisreal!
God’s sacrifice for us was real!

Now, let us examine how the trinity doctrine impacts our
view of the Holy Spirit.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 17

THE CROSS AND THE TRINITY

. Whatdid David, Isaiah, and Peter say about Jesus’s
death?

. Whatkind of sacrifice did Jesus make on the cross—
only human or divine and eternal?

. What problem does the trinity doctrine raise
regarding Jesus’s death?

. Does the Bible say that Jesus raised Himself from the
dead or that His Father raised Him?

. Howdoes ametaphorical Sonship of Christimpact
the gospel?
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CHAPTER 18
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

the Father, neither is he the Son. He is the third

person in the Godhead—a different and separate
person from the Father and from the Son. However, this
cannot be because it has been established that the one God
of the Bible is the Father, not acommittee of three.

Q ccording to the trinity, “God the Holy Spirit” is not

Is the Holy Spirit a different person than the Father and the
Son? Consider these questions:

« What does the term “spirit” mean in the Bible?
« Isthe Spirit of Jesus a different person than Jesus?

« Isthe Spirit of the Father a different person than the
Father?

« Whoisthe Holy Spirit?
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What does the term “spirit” mean in the Bible?

The scriptures teach that the word “spirit” means wind. See
Genesis 3:8; Isaiah 7:2; John 3:8. It also means breath. See
Isaiah 42:5; Matthew 27:50. It also means the life force of a
person, including the psyche or mind. See Judges 15:18, 19;
Proverbs 18:14; Luke 1:46, 47.

When the Bible uses the term “spirit” in reference to a
person, it always refers to the nonphysical aspect of the
person himself—his own life, his own mind, his own person.

For example, when Jesus raised the ruler’s daughter:

And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway:
and he commanded to give her
meat[food] (Luke 8:55).

What came backinto her? It was her own spirit, her own life.

Andin the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his
spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him
(Daniel 2:1; see also Acts 17:16 and
2 Corinthians 7:13).

“His spirit was troubled” means Nebuchadnezzar was
troubled. His thoughts, his mind, his heart was troubled,
and hence he could not sleep. To understand the term “his
spirit” to refer to someone else other than Nebuchadnezzar
himselfis neither scriptural norlogical.

So, in the Bible, the spirit of a person is the non-physical,
intangible aspect of that person. It is not a different person.
My spirit is not someone else other than me. It is me.

Eventhough mostifnotall Christians agree on this, because
of preconceived trinitarian thinking, when the term “spirit”
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is used in reference to God and Christ, many Christians
interpret it to mean a different person other than Them.

Thisis neitherlogical nor biblical.

Is the Spirit of Jesus a different person?

The Bible presents the relationship between Jesus and His
spirit in the same way as the relationship between man and
his spirit.

Notice these verses:

Andimmediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto
them, why reason ye these things in your hearts?
(Mark 2:8).

Obviously, it was Jesus who perceived, not someone else
called His spirit.

And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth
this generation seek after a sign? Verily I say unto you,
There shall no sign be given unto this generation
(Mark 8:12).

Again, it was Jesus who sighed deeply, not someone else
called His spirit.

When the Bible says, “Jesus perceived in his spirit” and
“sighed deeply in his spirit,” we are to understand it in the
same way as when the Bible says regarding Paul: “His spirit
was stirred in him” (Acts 17:16).

The Bible does not refer to the spirit of Jesus as someone
other than Him. It is talking about Jesus Himself—His own
person and life, His non-physical, intangible aspect.

As Nebuchadnezzar’s spirit was Nebuchadnezzar himself,
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theruler’sdaughter’sspiritwasherownlife,so Christ’s spirit
iswho Heis, His own life and person.

Notice also this verse:

Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father,
into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said
this he breathed his last
(Luke23:46 ESV).

When Jesus died on the cross, He committed His own spirit
orlifeintothe Father’shands—notsomeoneelsenamed “my
spirit.” That would be silly to believe! Jesus committed His
own life and spirit to the Father.

Logic demands that Jesus’s prayer to the Father be
understoodinthe sameway Stephen’s prayeris understood:

Andthey stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit (Acts 7:59).

Neither Stephen nor Jesus was referring to another person
called “my spirit.”

Likewise, when Bible authors refer to the spirit of Jesus, or
tothe spirit of the Son of God, they are referring to the life or
person of Jesus Christ Himself, not someone else.

With thisin mind, please note what God sends into the heart
of the believer:

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father (Galatians 4:6).

This verse is clearly saying that God sends the spirit, life, or
person of His Son into our hearts. And that is why the Bible
repeatedly refers to Christ in you. See Romans 8:10;
2 Corinthians 13:5; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:17;
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Colossians 1:27; 1John 4:4, Revelation 3:20).

When the Bible refers to the spirit of Jesus, it is referring to
Jesus Himself, not to a third entity different than Jesus
Himself. This is a foundational truth on which a biblical
understanding of the Holy Spirit is built.

Is the Spirit of the Father a different person than
the Father?

Orisitthe Father Himself?

Forwho knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of
that person, whichisin him? So also no one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God (1 Corinthians 2:11 ESV).

In this verse, Paul was comparing man’s relationship with
his spirit, with God’s relationship with His spirit. He was
saying, No one knows what I am thinking except my spirit.
And in the same way, no one understands the thoughts of
God except His spirit.

God’s spirit is to God, the same as man’s spirit is to man.
God’s spirit is His own person, His own life, and His own
presence—not someoneelse.

At Jesus’s baptism, the Bible says that the Spirit of God
descended on Jesus. See Matthew 3:16. It was not “God the
Spirit” but the Spirit of God.

Laterinthe Gospels, Jesus said, “The Fatherisin me” (John
10:38; seealsoJohn 14:10, 11).

Atthe conception of Jesus, the angel told Mary:

The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
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holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the
Son of God (Luke 1:35).

The Holy Ghostin this verserefers to the Spirit of the Father,
which is identified as the reason Jesus is called the Son of
God and why God the Father is called His Father.

The Holy Ghost that came on Mary was not someone other
thantheFather. The onewhofathered Jesusshouldbecalled
the Father of Jesus. According to the trinity, the first person
of the trinity is Jesus’s Father but the third person of the
trinity fathered Jesus.

This does not make sense. To maintain the harmony of the
scriptures, wemust believe that the Spiritthatcame on Mary
was the Spirit of God the Father.

These biblical examples make it clear that the Spirit of the
Father is the Father Himself, not someone else. It is the
Father’s very life, person, and presence.

The spirit of man is the life and person of the man himself.
The Spirit of Jesus is the life and person of Jesus Himself.
And the Spirit of God is the life and person of God the Father
Himself.

Who is the Holy Spirit?

Some believe the Holy Spirit to be the third member of the
trinity, referred to as “God the Holy Spirit.” Others believe
the Holy Spirit is just a power or an influence from God. But
what does the Bible have to say?

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of scriptureis of
private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by
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the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved
by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter1:20,21 ASV).

Peter stated that the Old Testament prophets spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit. Whowas this Holy Spirit who
inspired them to speak?

Concerning which salvation the prophets sought and
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that
should come unto you: searching what time or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
did point unto, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should
follow them (1 Peter1:10,11).

The same author, Peter, in his first letter, said that it was the
Spirit of Christ that moved the prophets of old to prophecy
and write about the sufferings of Christ.

Peter used the term “Holy Spirit” to refer to the Spirit of
Christ.

Comparing the following two verses adds something
significant to our identification of the Holy Spirit. Notice
how Mark recorded the words of Jesus:

But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take
no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do
ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in
that hour, that speak ye: foritis not ye that speak, but
the Holy Ghost (Mark 13:11).

Matthew’s record of the same account:

Butwhen they deliver you up, take no thought how or
what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that
same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that
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speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh
inyou (Matthew 10:19, 20).

This shows that Bible authors also used the term “Holy
Spirit” to refer to the spirit of the Father.

Biblically, the term “Holy Spirit” refers to the spirit of the
Father or to the spirit of the Son. Never to anyone else! The
context of the passage we’re considering should help us
understand whose spirit is being identified. The underlying
principle in understanding this term is very simple. “Holy
Spirit” describes what type of spirit it is. It is a holy spirit
because it belongs to Someone holy.

Since the Father and the Son are holy, the Bible refers to
Their spirit as “Holy Spirit.”

The spirit of a person is the person himself, not someone
else. In the same way, the spirit of the Lord is the Lord
Himself, not someone else.

Notice how Paul interpreted the word “spirit” to mean
“mind” when referring to the Lord. The following is the
original verse:

Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his
counsellor hath taught him? (Isaiah 40:13).

And hereis Paul’s quote of it:

Forwho hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath
been his counsellor? (Romans 11:34).

Paul understood that the spirit of the Lord is the Lord
Himself—His own mind and person, not someone else.

In conclusion, the term “spirit” refers to the non-physical,
intangible aspect of a person. Itis not another person.
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The Spirit of the Father is the life, mind, presence, and
person of the Father.

The Spirit of Jesus is the life, mind, presence, and person of
Jesus.

The“Holy Spirit”isatermreferringtothe Spiritofthe Father
and the Spirit of His Son.

But whose Spirit do we receive?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 18

WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

1. Doesthe Bible present our spirit as a physical or non-
physical aspect of ourselves?

2. Howdo we know that Jesus’s spirit was His own and
not a separate being?

3. What biblical examples make it clear that the Father’s
spiritis His own and not a separate being?

4. Accordingto the Bible, to whom does “the Holy
Spirit” refer?

5. Whyis the Holy Spirit called holy?
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CHAPTER 19
WHOSE SPIRIT DO WE RECEIVE?

nthepreviouschapter, weestablished fromthe Biblethat

the spirit of a person is the person himself, the Spirit of

Jesus is Himself, and likewise the Spirit of the Father is
Himself. We also concluded that the term “Holy Spirit”
refers to both the Spirit of the Father and the Spirit of His
Son.

This conclusion creates another question: Who is the
Comforter, the Spirit Jesus promised to give us? What did
the disciples believe and teach regarding this Spirit?

John

In His discourse with the disciples, Jesus promised to send
the Spirit of Truth, whom He called the Comforter.

The term “Comforter,” which comes from the Greek word
parakletos,isused fivetimesinthe New Testament, allbythe
apostle John. Comparing these five instances provides a
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deep insight into how John identified the promised Spirit.

Four of the five instances were spoken by Jesus in John
chapters 14 through 16.

In these verses, Jesus promised to send another Comforter
(John 14:16) who would proceed from the Father. See John
15:26. He also said that unless He, Jesus, would go away, the
Comforter would not come. See John 16:7. He also said the
Comforteris the Holy Spirit. See John 14:26.

Note that in this discourse, Jesus was speaking to the
disciples in proverbs, or figures of speech. When the
disciples wondered at what He was saying (John 16:18), He
spoke plainly to them and said:

I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The
houris coming when Iwill no longer speak to you in
figures of speech but will tell you plainly about
the Father (John 16:25 ESV).

Although Jesus was speaking figuratively, consider these
direct hints identifying the Comforter in John 14—16:

« Comforter: The world “seeth him not” (14:17) — Jesus:
“The world seeth meno more” (14:19)

« Comforter: “But ye know him” (14:17) — Jesus: “Butye
seeme” (14:19)

« Comforter: “He dwelleth with you” (14:17) — Jesus
was dwelling with them at that time

« Comforter: “Shall beinyou” (14:17) —Jesus: “Iinyou”
(14:20)

« Comforther: “Give you another Comforter” (14:16) —
Jesus: “I'will cometoyou” (14:18)
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« Comforter: “He may abide with you for ever” (14:16) —
Jesus: “I am with you alway” (Matthew 28:20)

« Comforter: The Spirit “will shew you things to come”
(16:13) — Jesus: “I shall shewyou plainly of the
Father” (16:25)

ItisratherobviousthatJesus was speaking about Himselfin
the third person while teaching the disciples in figures of
speech.

However, this becomes even clearer when we read the
John’s fifth use of the term parakletos:

My little children, I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
therighteous (1John 2:1).

John, the one who recorded Jesus’s discourse in John 14
through 16, and the only disciple who used the term
parakletos, plainly identified the Comforter: “We have a
[parakletos—Advocate or Comforter] with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous.”

Not only is it clear from Jesus’s discourse that the coming
Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, is the Spirit—the life and
person—of Jesus Himself, but John went further and stated
veryclearly,leavingnodoubtinthemind ofthereader: Jesus
is our parakletos, our Advocate, our Comforter.

Paul
In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul wrote:

Butto us thereis but one God, the Father, of whom are
all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by
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whom are all things, and we by him
(1 Corinthians 8:6).

He clearly stated that there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ.
Notice what Paul wrote to the same church in his second
letter:

Now the Lord s that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the
Lordis, thereis liberty (2 Corinthians 3:17).

After telling them that the one Lord is Jesus Christ, He told
them that the Lord, or Jesus, is that Spirit.

Was Paul saying that Jesus became a spirit? Yes! That is
exactly what he was saying.

Thus itis written, ‘The first man Adam became a living
being;’the last Adam became a life-giving spirit
(1 Corinthians 15:45).

Paulsaid not only that Jesusisthat Spirit, but also that Jesus
was made a life-giving spirit.
And to the Galatians he wrote:

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law . ..

that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith (Galatians 3:13, 14).

Who is this promised Spirit? He gave us the answer in the
next chapter:

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying,
Abba! Father! (Galatians 4:6).

The promised Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus. Paul was not
unsure or ambiguous about the identity of the promised
Spirit sent at Pentecost. He clearly identified it as the very
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life, presence, and person of Jesus Christ.

Thatis why he repeatedly said in almost all of his letters that
Christisinthe believer.

According to Paul, when the believer receives the promised
Spirit, they receive Jesus Christ Himself. See Romans 8:10;
2 Corinthians 4:10, 11; 2 Corinthians 13:5; Galatians 4:6;
Ephesians 3:17; Colossians 1:26, 27.

Peter

Consider what Peter said in his sermon at Pentecost:

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38).

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come fromthe presence of the Lord; and he shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you
(Acts 3:19, 20).

Peter wrote both of these verses. Note the similarities:
» “Repent” — “repent”
» “Bebaptized” — “be converted”

+ “For the remission of sins” — “that your sins may be
blotted out”

« “Yeshall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” — “and he
[God] shall send Jesus Christ”
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According to Peter, receiving the promised Spirit is
equivalent to receiving Christ.

These two simple yet profound verses give us insight into
how Peteridentified the promised Spirit.

It is not a third person or being—other than Jesus Christ—
called “God the Holy Spirit.” Not at all. Receiving the
promised Spirit is receiving the spirit, life, and presence of
Jesus Christ.

According to John, Paul, and Peter, the Comforter or
promised Spirit is the Spirit of God’s dear Son, which
according to what we've concluded from Scripture
previously, is Jesus Christ Himself.

Also the Spirit of the Father?

Thisnaturally raises the questions, Isn’t the promised Spirit
and Comforter, the Spirit of the Father as well? Why did the
apostles say it is Jesus Christ? Whose Spirit do we receive,
the Father’s or the Son’s?

To correctly answer these questions, let’slook at Scripture:

All things proceed from the Father. He is the Source of all
things. See 1 Corinthians 8:6 and Romans 11:36. The Father
istheSource of even thelife of His Son Jesus Christ. See John
5:26.

This foundational truth, which we established earlier,
causes us to believe that after Pentecost, the Holy Spirit
comes from the Father.

Consider what Jesus said:

Butwhen the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto
you fromthe Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
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proceedeth fromthe Father, he shall testify
of me (Johni5:26).

If all things—including the promised Spirit—comes from
the Father, then why does the Bible clearly say in many
places that the Spirit after Pentecost is Jesus Christ?

Jesusis the only Way to the Father. See John 14:6 and 10:9.
Heis the Mediator, the High Priest, and the Comforter. See
1John2:1.

Yes—the Father wants to dwell in human beings. Salvation
is humans being reconciled to and united with God the
Father. Human bodies are the temple of God the Father. See
1Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19.

But keep in mind—the only way God could be in humans is
through His Son Jesus Christ:

And allthings are of God, who hath reconciled us to
himselfby Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the
ministry of reconciliation. To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself
(2 Corinthians 5:18,19).

God dwelt among human beings and reconciled them to
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. He revealed Himself
through His Son. See John 1:18; 12:45; 14:9.

And the only way for God to dwell in man is through His Son
aswell:

For through him [Jesus]we both [Jews and Gentiles]
have access by one Spirit unto the Father
(Ephesians 2:18).

Our destination is to access the Father. The purpose of the
plan of salvation is to unite us with the Father, to make us a
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living temple for the Father to dwell in. But do not miss the
crucial point of the text:

The only way to access the Father, the only way to get to the
Father and for the Father to dwell in us, is through His Son
Jesus Christ.

Thisavenue orwaytothe Fatherwas consecrated, or opened
for us, through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. See Hebrews 10:19, 20 and 1 Peter 3:18.

The only way God the Father could dwell in man is through
Jesus Christ, not someone else. See Ephesians 2:18.

That is why Jesus said when we receive the Comforter, or
Himself, wewillhave both the Father and the Son. Consider:

Jesus answered and said unto him, If aman love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him (John14:23).

“We”—both the Father and Jesus—will dwell in the believer.

Whywould Jesussay that,and how could it be? Because God
wasin Christ. Thatwasdemonstrated atthebaptismofJesus
when the Spirit of God descended on Jesus. Also, Paul told
us that “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19).

Through His indwelling Spirit, Jesus reunites us
individually with His Father because the Fatherisin Him.

Jesusisthelink between God and man.

Thatiswhythefoundation ofthe gospel, thegood newsofthe
gospel, the hope of our glory, is “Christ in you” (Colossians
1:27). Why?
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Because the indwelling of Christ brings the indwelling of
God the Father.

Whose Spirit was sent at Pentecost? It is the Spirit, or life, of
Christinwhomthe Father dwells. Ortoputitadifferentway:
It is the Spirit of the Father coming to us through His Son
Jesus Christ.

That is why John says:

Ifwereject the Son, we reject the Father
(1Johnz2:23 CEV).

But if we continue to follow the teachings about Christ, we
have “boththe Fatherand the Son” (2John1:9;seealsoJohn
14:23;1John 1:3; 2:24).

Theonlywaytobereunited with Godistohave Christ within,
not someone else called “God the Holy Spirit.”

We cannot get to the Father in any other way, other than
through Jesus Christ.

That is why the Holy Spirit sent at Pentecost had to be Jesus
Christ, not someone else.

But always remember, God was in Christ. He, the Father,
comes to us in His Son. So, when you receive Jesus, you
receive the Father also.

With this in mind, notice the different terminology Paul
used to refer to the same Spirit:

Butyearenotintheflesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that
the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, heis none of his. And if Christ be in
you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit s life
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that
raised up Jesus fromthe dead dwellin you, he that
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raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you
(Romans 8:9—11).

In this passage, Paul referred to the same Spirit as: “the
Spirit of God,” “the Spirit of Christ,” “Christ,” and “the Spirit
ofhim that raised up Jesus.”

It is rather obvious that in Paul’s understanding, the
promised Spirit is the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ.
Not only that, but he referred to the same Spirit as “Christ”
Himself. This is in perfect harmony with what we just
discovered.

When we receive Jesus, we receive both the Father and the
Son.

Now let’slook at whether the Spiritis a personornot...
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 19

WHOSE SPIRIT DO WE RECEIVE?

. Howis parakletostranslated in John 14-16? And
howisittranslatedin1John2:1?

. Howdo John’s references to parakletos tell us who
the Comforteris?

. Howdid Paul identify the promised Spirit sent at
Pentecost?

. Whatdo Acts 2:38 and Acts 3:19, 20 have in common,
and how do these similarities tell us how Peter
identified the Holy Spirit?

. Whose Spirit do we receive—the Spirit of the Father
orthe Spirit of Jesus?
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CHAPTER 20
IS THE SPIRIT A PERSON?

ntheprevioustwo chapters, weestablished thatthe spirit

ofapersonisthe person himself, and that the Comforter,

the promised Spirit, is the Spirit of Jesus Himself, in
whom is also the Father. To receive Jesus means receiving
both the Father and the Son.

This leads some to conclude that the Spirit must be a mere
influence, power, or thoughts. Is this so? Is the Holy Spirit a
person with a personality or an influence with power?

The New Testament writers often gave the Spirit personal
attributes, which leads us to conclude that the Spirit is a
person, not a mere influence or power.

Jesus spoke about the Spirit that was to be given:

But the Comforter, whichis the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
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things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you (John 14:26).

I haveyet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak: and he will shew you things
tocome (John16:12,13).

Jesus was speaking in parables. See John 16:25. It is very
important to note how Jesus illustrated, or presented, the
Spirit to His hearers:

« The Spirit will teach you and remind you of what Jesus
taught

« The Spirit will guide you into all truth

« The Spirit hears what God says; in other words, God
speaks to the Spirit

« The Spirit will speak the words that He hears

Jesus presented the Spirit that was to come as a person—as
One who hears and speaks, knows things, understands
things, teaches things, and reminds us of things.

This is not speaking about a mere experience one goes
through when reading the word of God. Neither is it
speaking about mere thoughts.

One cannot speak to a thought, but one can share thoughts
and think thoughts and speak thoughts.

Notice how Jesus and the Spirit speak what they hear.
Talking about Himself, Jesus said:
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For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which
sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should
say, and what I should speak (John 12:49).

Ihave many things to say and to judge of you: but he
that sent meis true; and I speak to the world those
things which I have heard of him (John 8:26).

Jesus told the disciples: The words that I speak to you are
what my Father is telling me. I hear from Him and tell you
what He says.

When speaking about the Spirit to come, He said the same
thing. The Spirit will not speak of Himself; whatever He
hears He will relate to you.

Thisis identifying a person, not a force, influence, or words.
The apostles’ experience with the Spirit

The Holy Spirit taught the apostles

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of
God. For what man knoweth the things of aman, save
the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit
whichis of God; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak,
not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual (1 Corinthians 2:13).

Paul was endeavouring to show us that the Spirit had taught
them these truths, by making these points:
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« The Spirit searches the deep things of God—that s,
the Spirit knows God’s thoughts

« He compares how man’s Spirit knows what man is
thinking, with how God’s Spirit knows what God is
thinking

« The apostles received the Spirit of God—this same
Spirit that knows the things of God

« The Spirit taught them these things

This unlocks why Jesus spoke in parables. The Spirit was
speaking not of Himself but was relaying what He heard.

Paul went on to say:

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned. But he that is spiritualjudgeth all things, yet
he himselfisjudged of no man. For who hath known the
mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we
have the mind of Christ
(1 Corinthians 2:14—-16).

Meaning, we know the thoughts of Christ and what He
knows. Why?

Jesussaid, WhateverThearIsaytoyou.Thatis,whateverthe
Spirit hears He will say to you. We know what Christ knows.

Thisof courseisnotageneral statementtomeanthatnowwe
are omniscient because Christ is—not at all. Paul was
referring to what we as humans need to know.

Since we have the Spirit that is of God, we have the mind of
Christ. Weknowwhat Christknows. Pauldid not saywehave
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the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit is none other than
Jesus Christ. By receiving the Spirit, we receive Jesus Christ.

The Spirit speaks to people

Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, andjoin
thyselfto this chariot
(Acts 8:29; seealso Acts10:19and 13:2).

The Spirit speaks through people

Foritis notyethat speak, but the Spirit of your Father
which speakethinyou
(Matthew 10:20; see also Mark 13:11; Luke 21:15).

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance (Acts 2:4; see also 21:4).

The Spirit instructs people what to do

So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed
unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus
(Acts13:4).

The Spirit makes decisions

Foritseemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay
upon you no greater burden than these
necessary things (Acts 15:28).

The apostles spoke about the Holy Spirit as ifit, or He, were
a person like them, making decisions as they made
decisions.
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The Spirit transports people

Andwhen they were come up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch
saw himno more: and he went on his way rejoicing
(Acts 8:39).

The Spirit can be lied to

But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine

heartto lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of

thepriceoftheland?. .. Thou hast not lied unto men,
butunto God (Acts 5:3, 4).

Then Peter said unto her, Howis it that ye have agreed
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? (Acts 5:9).

It is the Spirit of the Lord, not someone else called God the
Holy Spirit. Yet as far as the apostles were concerned, the
Spirit of the Lord was a person whom could be lied to. The
Spiritis a person, not a mere influence, thoughts, or mind.

The Spirit can forbid people from doing something

Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the
region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy
Ghost to preach the word in Asia, after they were come
to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the
Spirit suffered them not (Acts 16:6, 7).

Notice how othertranslations translate the phrase, “But the
Spirit suffered them not”:

The Spirit of Jesus suffered them not (ERV)
But the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them (ISV)
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But the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them (ESV)

And the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not (ASV)
The apostles did not understand the Spirit to be a different
person than Jesus Himself but His own spirit and person.
The Spirit gives spiritual gifts

But the one and the same Spirit works all of these,
distributing to each one separately as he desires
(1 Corinthians 12:11 NHEB).

Yes—the Holy Spiritisaperson. But Heisnotsomeone other
than Jesus.

The Bible is clear on the identity of the Spirit! It is indeed a
person—the person, life, and presence of Jesus Himself.

Consider this point:

Inthe beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace
and truth (John1:1,14).

These two verses indicate that the Man Jesus is the Word
that was with God and is God. Why believe this? Because the
Bible says, “The Word was made flesh.”

This means, the same Word that was with God was made
flesh and became Jesus Christ.

Priortothe Incarnation, was the word a person? Yes.

Did this Word become any less of a person when He was
made flesh? No.

Heis as much a person as God is a person.
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Atthe end of Jesus’s work on earth, the Bible says:

And soitiswritten, The first man Adam was made a
living soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit (1 Corinthians 15:45).

Jesus was made a life-giving spirit.

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father
(Galatians 4:6).

The Word was made flesh to dwell among us and then was
made Spirit to dwell in us.

Jesussaid thisinJohn 14 when talking about the Comforter:

And Iwill pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be
inyou. Iwill not leave you comfortless: Iwill come
toyou (Johni14:16—-18).

Itis the same personin all these stages, and not any less of a
person in any of these stages. The form, or manifestation, of
this person had changed, but He was no less of a person:

« When He was with God before the incarnation, He
was a person

» When He was made flesh, He was a person
« When He was made spirit, He was a person

We do not understand the “nature” He was in before the
Incarnation, and neither do we understand the “nature” He
isin now after the Incarnation.
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But we know the self-sameidentity in these three stages: the
Son of God.

We do not understand the nature of God, so we do not
understand the nature of the Spirit. However, we must
believe what the Scripture says: Jesus was made a spirit.

When Hewas on earth, Jesus was as much a person as God is
aperson.

When He was made a spirit, Jesus is again as much a person
as Godis a person.

In all these stages it is the self-same person, the Word who
became Jesus who became a life-giving spirit.

To minimise the Spirit into a mere influence, power, or
words, is the same as limiting God.

Just because the manifestation of the Son of God has
changed, it does not mean that He lost His personhood.

So,toconclude, the Spiritisaperson. Itisthe person of Jesus
Christin whom is found the Father.

Let’slookalittlemorecloselyatthetimewhenthe Son of God
was made a life-giving spirit. . .
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 20

IS THE SPIRIT A PERSON?

1. Did Jesus present the Spirit as merely an influence or
asaperson?

2. Listeight actions that the Holy Spirit did in New
Testament times.

3. Howdo we know the apostles saw the Holy Spirit as
Jesus’s own spirit?

4. What Bible verse says Jesus was made a spirit?

5. InJohn 14:16—18, after promising to give His
disciples “another Comforter,” whom did Jesus say
would come to them?

240



CHAPTER 21
GLORIFICATION AND PENTECOST

n previous chapters, we have biblically identified the
promised Spirit. Itis the Spirit of Jesus in whom is found
the Father.

When the Word was with God before the Incarnation, He
was a person.

When He was made flesh, He was still a person.
When He was made spirit, He was a person as well.

In this chapter, we will explore the Son of God being made a
life-giving spiritand examinelessons regarding Hisidentity
as the Spirit.

Consider this verse regarding the promised Spirit:

Hethat believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him
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shouldreceive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
(John7:38,39).

When Jesus mentioned “rivers of living water,” He was
referring to the Spirit. John told us that Jesus was talking
about something that was not yet given because He was not
yet glorified. According to John, the Spirit was not yet given
on the day Jesus spoke those words.

The word “given” was added by the translators, but the
meaning is clear in the text: The Spirit is not yet because
Jesus has not yet been glorified. That is, the Spirit will not
come until Jesus is glorified.

Jesussaid:

Nevertheless, I tellyou the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away: forifI go not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you; but ifI depart, [will send him
untoyou (John16:7).

According to Jesus, the Comforter is “the Spirit of truth”
(John14:17),or“the Holy Ghost” (verse 26),whichJohnsaid
“was notyet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.”
Both Jesus and John said the same thing.

The Spirit would not be given, that is, the Comforter would
not come, until Jesus would go to His Father, at which time
Hewasto be glorified.

Therefore, theimpartation of the Holy Spirit was dependent
on Jesus’s glorification (John 7:38, 39). The Spirit, or
Comforter, could not be given until Jesus was glorified.

Yet Peter wrote:
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Ofwhich salvation the prophets have enquired and
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that
should come unto you: searching what, or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings
of Christ, and the glory that should follow
(1 Peter1i:10,11).

This verse proves that the spirit of Jesus was in the prophets
of old. Yet John said the spirit was not yet given during the
incarnation of Jesus.

Arethese verses contrary to each other?

In order to solve this apparent contradiction, some have
interpreted John’s words to mean that the Spirit was not yet
given in this measure before. But this is not what John said.
He said it was not yet because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Jesus Himselfsaid:

Itis expedient for youthat I go away: forifI go not
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I
depart, I will send him unto you (John 16:7).

In other words, before the glorification, the Spirit could not
be given. As simple as that. Yet the Bible says that the spirit
of Christ was in the prophets of old.

Glorification and Incarnation Linked

In order to harmonise these verses, we must understand
what spirit, or life, John was talking about. This particular
spiritisintrinsically linked to the glorification.

And the glorification is linked to Jesus’s incarnation, death,
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and resurrection. Notice Jesus’s prayer in John 17. This was
not long before the crucifixion:

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father,
glorify thou me with thine own selfwith the glory
which I had with thee before the world was

(John1i7:4,5).

Jesus said to His Father, “I have glorified thee.” Where? “On
the earth.” In other words, I finished the work You gave me
todoon this earth!

Andnow, becauseI finished the work Yougave metodohere
on earth, glorify Me with Your own self.

Asone of us, Jesus finished the work God gave Him to do on
earth. And now, asoneofus,asa Human Being, He asked the
Father to glorify Him with His “own self.”

It is important to understand that the life Jesus lived on
earth, the life He was asking the Father to glorify, never
existed prior to the Incarnation.

As a Man, He glorified the Father on earth. As a Man, He
finished the work God gave Him to do. And asa Man, He was
asking the Father to glorify Him. All along He was fully
divine, fully God, but He was also fully Human.

The humanity of Christ never existed before the
Incarnation. The experience Jesuswent throughasahuman
being, never existed before. And the life Jesus lived on earth
as a Human Being never existed before.

ManymissthepointthatintheIncarnation,Jesustookupon
Himself a nature and an experience He never had before
(Hebrews 2:10, 14—18; 5:7—10). It was the divine-human
Jesus, with His divine/human life/spirit, who was asking
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the Father to glorify Him. In this sense John said, “The Holy
Ghostwasnotyet.”

Thisdivine/humanlife Jesuslived was not givenyet because
it was not yet glorified.

The Comforter, or the divine/human life of Christ, could not
come yet because Jesus had not yet gone to the Father to be
glorified.

That is why Jesus said, “If I go not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you”
(John16:7). Jesus was telling His disciples thatif He did not
go to the Father and be glorified, He could not send the
Comforter to them.

Divine/Human Spirit

The humanity of Christ is the key in the impartation of the
Comforter. This Comforter has been where I am. He knows
what it means to be human. He knows what it means to be
tempted and tried. The Bible says, “For in that he himself
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that
are tempted” (Hebrews 2:18).

This is one of the reasons why Jesus had to go through
humanity before He could impart the Comforter. Without
the humanity of Christ, there would be no Comforter as the
One promised by Jesus and sent by the Father.

Upon hearing this, some will object, saying, The Spirit is
completely divine with no humanity whatsoever in it. In
doing so, they try to maintain their belief that nothing new
was given at Pentecost and that the cross brought nothing
new. In denying the human element of the Spirit, they
maintain that Christ gained nothing new and could impart
to us nothing new on this side of the cross. If this is true, the
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Spirit the apostles received at Pentecost was the same as the
onetheyhadbefore, the onlydifference beingthe quantity of
it.

This reasoning makes meaningless the words of Jesus in
John 16:7 and the words of John in John 7:38, 39. It also
diminishes the importance of the Incarnation and destroys
the work Jesus accomplished through it.

Consider the following passage:

Andsoitiswritten, The first man Adamwas made a
living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening
spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but
that whichis natural; and afterward that whichis
spiritual. The first manis of the earth, earthy: the
second man s the Lord from heaven. Asis the earthy,
such arethey also that are earthy: and asis the
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly
(1 Corinthians 15:45—48).

Why did Paul use the term “last Adam”?

Names have meaning behind them. The Bible writers used
various names for Jesus to emphasise something about
Him: Lamb of God (God’s sacrifice), Christ (the anointed
One), Jesus (Saviour), Michael (One like God), the man
Christ Jesus (highlighting Christ’s humanity), etc. Why did
Paul use the titles “last Adam” and “second man” in 1
Corinthians 15?

Paul was emphasising the humanity of Christ, just as he did
in 1 Timothy 2:5, where he called Jesus “the man Christ
Jesus.”

In 1 Corinthians 15:45, Paul wrote, “The last Adam [‘second
man’] was made a quickening spirit.”

246



Glorification and Pentecost

He was saying that the human Jesus, who was 100 percent
divine at the same time, was made a spirit!

If the Comforter who comes to us does not encompass the
humanity of Christ, then this verse becomes meaningless.
For Christ to be my Comforter, He had to go through what I
gothrough. Hehad tobecome human—onewithme. Itis His
victorious experience and life as a Man that comforts the
sinner. See Hebrews 2:17, 18.

Christ’s glorification

With the correct understanding of who was asking for
glorification, we can more deeply appreciate whathappened
at Pentecost.

Ahuman being, our Brother, Jesus, fully God and fully man,
was anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows
(Hebrews 1:9). A divine human being was anointed as the
High Priest of His people.

This was the glorification John referred to when he said that
the Spirit was not yet because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Peterrelated this in his Pentecost sermon:

This Jesus hath God raised up, whereofwe all are
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted, and having received of the Father the promise
of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now
seeand hear (Acts 2:32,33).

“The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the
God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom
yedelivered up, and denied himin the presence of
Pilate, when he was determined to let
himgo (Acts 3:13).
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At Pentecost, Jesus “received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:33). This verse speaks of the
fulfillment of Jesus’s prayer for the Father to glorify Jesus
with “thine own self” (John 17:5).

The Father’s own self is the Father’s spirit. Jesus was
anointed with the Father’s spirit. And because He was
anointed, orglorified, Hewas ableto “shed forth,” orimpart,
the Holy Spirit on His disciples on earth.

That is why when we receive Jesus, we receive both the
Father and the Son. Because God was in Christ during the
Incarnation, and because God anointed His Son with His
own self—His own life and spirit—at the glorification.

What happened at Pentecost was typified in the anointing of
Aaron as the high priest of Israel. Notice:

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment
upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his
garments (Psalm133:1, 2).

The oil is of course a representation of the Spirit.

When Aaron was anointed, the oil ran down “to the skirts of
his garments.” That is, it came down onto his body.

And in the same manner, when Jesus was anointed in
heaven with the Father’s own self, or the Father’s spirit, the
oil, or the spirit, came down to His body. The church is the
body of Christ, and He is the head of the body.

Paul brings it all together in the following text:

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered [during His humanity, or
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incarnation]; and being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him (Hebrews 5:8, 9).

In other words, Having been qualified because of what He
accomplished, He became the author, or source, of eternal
salvation, or life, which is His life.

Called of God an high priest after the order
of Melchisedec (Hebrews 5:10).

Because of His humanity, He was qualified to be anointed as
our High Priest, which took place at Pentecost.

And now, as our High Priest, He ministers His own divine/
human eternal life, which never existed before, to those who
obey Him, to those who believe on His name. This divine/
human eternal life is known as the Comforter. It is none
other than the Spirit of Christ sent by the Father. See
Galatians 4:6.

This beautiful truth, that the promised Spirit we receive is
the life of Christ, is also illustrated by the ratification of the
old covenant.

Notice the comparison Paul made:

Forifthe blood of bulls and of goats . .. how much more
shallthe blood of Christ. . .. And for this cause heis the
mediator of the new testament. . .. Whereupon neither
the first testament was dedicated without blood. For
when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people
according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of
goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book, and all the people, saying, this
is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined
untoyou (Hebrews 9:13—15,18—20).
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Paul was comparing the old covenant and its ratification
with the new covenant and its ratification. The old covenant
was ratified with the blood of calves and of goats, while the
new covenant was ratified by the blood of Christ.

But please do not miss the significance of the types, or
symbols, in these ratifications. Moses took the blood of the
sacrificeand sprinkled it on the people, illustrating that they
belonged to that covenant and would benefit fromit.

Biblically, blood represents life. See Leviticus 17:11. Thus,
Moses sprinkled the “life” of the sacrifice on the people.

With this in mind, notice what Jesus said:

Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is
the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you
(Luke 22:20).

The new covenant is in the blood, or life, of Christ. That is
why God’s people in the new covenant were sprinkled with
theblood, orlife, of Christ, which happened at Pentecostand
continues to happen for every believer today.

This explains why John would say, “The Holy Ghost was not
yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified” (John

7:39).
And it explains why Jesus said, “If I go not away, the

Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send
himuntoyou” (John 16:7).

The promised Spirit, or Comforter, could not be given until
Jesuswascrucified, resurrected, and glorified by the Father,
because the Comforteris none other than the spirit, life, and
person of Jesus Christ Himself.

Consider what Paul wrote:

250



Glorification and Pentecost

Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also
descended firstinto the lower parts of the earth? He
that descended is the same also that ascended up far

above all heavens, that he might fill all things
(Ephesians 4:9,10).

Jesus, the One who descended into the grave, and ascended
up to heaven, was glorified at Pentecost, which enabled Him
to “fill all things.” His spirit is the promised Spirit. Jesus is
our Comforter! And Jesus is able to give His followers His
own divine/human eternal life, or spirit, which never
existed before, because Herose fromthe dead, was glorified,
and was made our High Priest and Author of eternal
salvation.

Thisverylife, whichisavailabletoustoday,isoureternallife.
Remember, Jesus Christ Himself is our life. See John 14:6
and Colossians 3:4. Therefore, when we receive Him, we
receive His life, which is our eternal life. Eternal life is
inseparable from Jesus, the Author of this life. God put this
eternal life in His Son and said, If you want life, you need to
have my Son:

Andthisistherecord, that God hath given to us eternal
life, and this lifeis in his Son. He that hath the Son hath
life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life
(1Johns:11,12).

Because Jesusrose from the dead and was glorified, because
He lives, we can live His life also. The link between the
glorification of Jesus and Pentecost is another confirmation
that the promised Spirit and Comforter is none other than
the spirit, life, and person of Jesus Christ—“God the Holy
Spirit.”

What kind of life do we receive when we receive the Spirit?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 21

GLORIFICATION AND PENTECOST

1. Whathad to happen for the Holy Spirit to be given?

2. What aspect of Christ is key to the impartation of the
Comforter/Spirit?

3. Did the humanity of Christ ever exist before his
incarnation?

4. Why do we receive both the Father and the Son when
wereceive Jesus?

5. What happened to Jesus that allows us to live His life
today?
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CHAPTER 22
INDWELLING SPIRIT

send them the Comforter, Jesus said:

Q fter telling His disciples that He would go away and

Twillnotleave you comfortless: Iwill cometo
you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more;
but ye seeme: because I live, ye shall live also. At that
day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me,
andIinyou(John14:18-20).

Here we see Jesus speaking about a state, quality, or type of
lifethathastodowith Hisresurrection (“becauseIlive”) and
His coming to us (“I will come toyou”).

When He said, “Because I live, ye shall live also,” He was not
referring to a mere physical life that everyone possesses. He
was not referring to our probationary life that sinners and
saints alike possess. He was not even referring to a life that
begins only after our resurrection. No. He was referring to
them obtaining a special kind of life thatis dependent on His
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resurrection and coming to them. A life they did not possess
on the day Jesus spoke these words.
Contextually, this promised life would begin the day:
 Jesuswent to His Father — John 14:12
» The other Comforter would come —John 14:16
 Jesuswould bein them — John 14:17
» Jesus would come tothem —John 14:18

« When Jesus would live and they would also live —
John14:19

» When Jesus would bein them —John 14:20

So, this type of life Jesus was talking about begins on the day
when He comestousandlivesinus. He wasreferringtoalife
that begins on this earth in our mortal flesh upon receiving
the Comforter.

What did Jesus mean by saying, “Ye shall live also”? (John
14:19),and howisthisliferelated totheindwelling promised
Spirit?

To better understand what life Jesus was talking about and
how it is related to the indwelling Spirit, we need to
understand that the indwelling Spirit is the indwelling of
Christ Himself.

Notice the following parallels in Jesus’s words:

But the Comforter, whichis the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance,

whatsoever I have said unto you (John 14:26).
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So, accordingtoJesus, the Father would send the Comforter
inJesus’s name. Paul wrote the fulfillment of this promise:

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Soninto your hearts, crying, Abba, Father
(Galatians 4:6).

The Comforter who comes from the Father is the Spirit of
Jesus.

Abitlaterin His discourse, Jesus said:

Butwhen the Comforteris come, whom [ will send unto
you fromthe Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth fromthe Father, he shall testify
of me (Johni5:26).

According to Jesus, the Comforter proceeds from the
Father. Notice what we read after Jesus’s resurrection:

Andwhen he had said this, he breathed on them, and
saithunto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost
(John20:22).

Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit onto His disciples,
illustratingthatthe promised Spiritis Hisown breath, spirit,
and life.

Talking about the same Comforter, Jesus said:

Eventhe Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be

inyou (John14:17).

After the resurrection of Jesus, the Comforter was going to
beinthebeliever. A few verses later Jesus said:
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Atthat day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and
yeinme, and Iinyou (John 14:20).

Regarding the same promise, Jesus said that on the day the
Father would send the Comforter, Jesus would be in them.

It is rather clear that the indwelling of the Comforter is the
indwelling of Christ.

We find arevealing parallel when we compare Luke’s record
of the book of Acts with Mark’s summary of it.

The Gospel of Luke tells the story of Jesus’s life, while the
book of Acts is Luke’s record of the Holy Spirit’s work
through thedisciples. Thebook could berightlynamed “The
Acts of the Holy Spirit.”

Mark summed up the book of Acts in one verse, shedding a
different light on it:

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of
God. And they went forth, and preached every where,
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word
with signs following. Amen (Mark 16:19, 20).

According to Mark, it was the Lord working with them. Why
would he think that? Because the promised spirit is the
spirit, life, and presence of the Lord Jesus.

Moving forward to the writings of Paul, we find another
instructive parallel:

Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
inyou (1 Corinthians 6:19).

In his second letter to the same church, he wrote:
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Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is
inyou, except ye bereprobates?
(2 Corinthians 13:5).

Paul’s writings clearly teach that the indwelling Holy
Spirit—the Comforter—is the indwelling of the Spirit of
Jesus, thatis, Jesus Himself.

When we receive the Holy Spirit, we are receiving Christ
Himself. And when we receive Christ, we are in actual fact
receiving His own life. The only reason we receive His life is
because we receive Him.

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, or the Comforter, is the
indwelling of the life of Christ.

The Bible repeatedly states that Christ is in the believer.
Notice:

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith
(Ephesians 3:17).

Andif Christ beinyou, the body is dead because of sin;
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness
(Romans 8:10).

Christinyou, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).

Greateris hethatisinyou, than he thatisin
theworld (1John 4:4).

Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is
inyou, exceptye bereprobates?
(2 Corinthians13:5).

Behold, Istand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me (Revelation 3:20).
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Iam crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yetnot I,
but Christ livethin me (Galatians 2:20).

Iinthem, and thouin me, that they may be made
perfectinone; and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast
lovedme (John17:23).

Hethat descended is the same also that ascended up far
above all heavens, that he might fill all things
(Ephesians 4:10).

Twill notleave you comfortless: Iwill come to you
(Johni4:18).

When Jesus dwellsin us, we receive His life. It is His life that
isliving in us:

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest
in our body. For we which live are alway delivered
unto death for Jesus’s sake, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our mortalflesh
(2 Corinthians 4:10, 11).

The promised life is the victorious life of Jesus, which we
receive by receiving Him. The only way to become one with
God, to turn from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan to God, is to have Christliving in us.

The indwelling of Christ is our only hope of glory and of
oneness with God.

When we look at the big picture, we discover that everything
pertaining to mankind has been and will forever continue to
be through Jesus Christ. He is the Mediator between God
and mankind. Salvation, eternal life, and oneness with God
come through Jesus Christ.
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Back in the days of eternity, Jesus was referred to as the
Word of God. See John 1:1—3. That same Word became flesh
and dwelt among us (John 1:14), and after His resurrection
He was made a life-giving spirit. See 1 Corinthians 15:45.

As the Word of God, He created us. The Bible says that God
created all things through His Son. God worked through the
Word—His Son—to create humanity. See Ephesians 3:9and
Hebrews 1:2.

Asthe Word made flesh, Christ dwelt with us. The Bible also
tellsusthat “Godwasin Christ” (2 Corinthians5:19). God the
Father dwelt with humanity through His Son. Hence
Christ’s name was Immanuel, God with us.

AstheWord madealife-givingspirit, Christdwellsinus. The
Bible repeatedly tells us that Jesus dwells in us yet also says
that we are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God
dwells in us (1 Corinthians 3:16). It says that He who raised
up Jesus dwells in us. See Romans 8:11. God dwells in us
through His Son.

God created us through His divine Son, dwelt with us
through His incarnated Son, and dwells in us through His
resurrected and glorified Son.

The spirit we receive is not “God the Holy Spirit,” the third
member of the trinity. No. The spirit we received is the spirit
and life of Jesus Christ; it is Jesus Christ Himself in spirit
form.

If we are to take the Bible as it reads and believe what it
teaches, we must believe that Jesus Christ Himself, the
person of Jesus—without the physical form, of course—
dwells in the believer.

Anything other than or less than the person of Jesus Christ
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is a deception. To have another person, or merely the words
of Christ, is not good enough!

Aswesawinthepreviouschapters, the Holy Spiritisasmuch
a person as God is a person. He is divine and has the God
nature becauseitis the very person of Jesus Christ.

This explains why the spirit was not yet given because Jesus
was not yet glorified. See John 7:39.

This explains why Peter said that by lying to the Holy Spirit
the person waslying to God (Acts 5:3,9).

This explains why the apostles would say that the Spirit
forbade them (Acts 16:6), and then say that the Spirit of
Jesusforbadethem.SeeActs16:7.Several Bibletranslations
translate the “Spirit” in verse 7 as the “Spirit of Jesus.” See
Chapter 20 of this book, The Spirit can forbid people from
doing something.

It explains why Luke recorded in the book of Acts what the
Spirit did through the apostles, and Mark said that the Lord
Jesus was working with them (Mark 16:20).

This harmonises Jesus’s words, “I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20), with, “If I
depart, I will send him unto you” (John 16:7).

This harmonises the Holy Spiritin you with Christinyouthe
hope of glory. See Colossians 1:27.

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the indwelling of Jesus
Christ, in whom is also the Father. Hence, when we receive
Jesus, we receive both the Father and the Son (John 14:23).

But do wereceive the Spirit, oris it formed within us?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 22

INDWELLING SPIRIT

. When Jesus said, “Because I live, ye shall live also”
(John 14:19), to what type of life was He referring?

. Who was working with the disciples after Jesus’s
resurrection? See Mark 16:19, 20.

3. Listfive Bible passages that say Jesuslivesin us.

. What is the only way to turn from darkness to light?

5. Whyisit not good enough to have only the words of

Jesusinus?
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CHAPTER 23
FORMED OR RECEIVED?

n previous chapters, we established from Scripture that

the Comforter, or promised Spirit, is the spirit of Jesus,

and that the indwelling of the Spirit in the believer is the
indwelling of Christ.

Is the Spirit received or formed? Some would have you
believe that the indwelling of the Spirit, or the indwelling of
Christ, is merely knowing His word, having a good
relationship with Jesus, and developing a Christlike
character. Is receiving the Spirit only metaphorical talk?

Or do we as believers receive something from outside the
body into the body? Do we receive something called the
Comforter, the Spirit—life from above?

Pentecost

Prior to the outpouring of the Spirit, Jesus told the disciples
to “wait for the promise of the Father. . . . For John truly
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baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost not many days hence” (Acts 1:4, 5).

It is important not to miss the point. Jesus told them to
“wait” for the promise, and that they “shall be” baptised.
Jesus was referring to something they did not have as of yet.
Up till that time, they had not been baptised with the Holy
Spirit. That is why He told them to wait for it.

And on the day of Pentecost:

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they weresitting. And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
themutterance (Acts 2:2—4).

God demonstrated the baptism of the Holy Spirit in a
physical way for a reason. One reason was to show the Jews
that there was something to what the disciples believed and
taught. And another reason is for modern believers to
understand that the disciples received something they did
not have before. They received something from outside of
them.

Some would like to say that the Holy Spirit is formed, or
produced, within the heart by reading the Word of God
because it contains the Spirit. In other words, the Word of
God is the seed that is in us, and when we believe it, we
activate this seed and manifest, produce, or form the life of
Christ/Holy Spirit within. They share many verses to
attempt to prove that the Spiritisin the Word.

Although the Word of God isindeed an avenue to receive the
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Spirit, I would like to highlight that all the apostles had the
Word of God before Pentecost:

 Theyhad faith

 Theybelieved

« Theyread the Word

» They prayed and meditated on God
 Theyloved the Lord and obeyed Him

But Jesus told them to “wait for the promise of the Father”
because they would “be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many days hence” (Acts 1:4, 5).

If the Spirit is produced or formed in our hearts only by
reading and believing the Word of God, then why did the
disciples needed to wait until Pentecost to receive it? Why
did Jesussaythatif Hedid not go away, the Comforter would
not come? See John 16:7. And why did John say that the
Spirit was not yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified?
SeeJohn7:39.

Clearly, this Spirit/Comforter Jesus spoke about was
dependenton Himbeingglorified morethan onthedisciples
reading and believing. While it is true that unless the
disciples believed they wouldn’t receive, but simply reading
and believing before the glorification did not result in them
receiving the promised Comforter. They received Him only
after the glorification.

Acts19

He [Apollos] said unto them, Have ye received the Holy
Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We
have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy

265



Godhead Course Handbook

Ghost. When they heard this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and
they spake with tongues, and prophesied
(Acts19:2,5,6).

These twelve disciples received something they did not have
before.

Why emphasise this point? It is necessary to understand
that when Jesus said the Comforter would be in His
disciples, He meant that they would receive something they
did not have before. Something or someone would come
from the outside in. This was clearly demonstrated on
Pentecost and in Acts 19. And itis the same for us today.

Notice Jesus’s words:

Nevertheless I tellyou the truth; it is expedient for you
that I go away: forifI go not away, the Comforter will
not comeuntoyou; butifI depart, [ will send him unto
you. And when heis come, will reprove the world of sin,

and of righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:7, 8).

Notice what is being said about the Comforter:
« “Comeuntoyou”
» “Send him untoyou”
» “When heiscome”

Jesus putitinawaythat we cannot miss the point. He would
send him, and the Comforter would come. This is not
language used of something that is simply produced in the
heart as a result of faith and belief in the Word of God. It is
language used to describe something sent from the outside
and received on the inside.
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In other words, regardless of how much faith and belief and
knowledge of the Scripture the disciples had before the
Comforter/Spirit was sent, they could not receive Him
because He hadn’t been sent yet.

The Bible says:

Knowyenotthatye arethe temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
(1 Corinthians 3:16).

This is not metaphorical. It is a reality. We literally receive
the Spirit of God into our hearts. We—our bodies—are the
temple of God where God will dwell through His Spirit.

Peter’s sermon

Then Peter said unto them [the people of Israel],
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
recetve the gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38).

The Spiritwas something they did nothave but could receive
through repentance and accepting Jesus.

The believers in Samaria

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
unto them Peter and John: who, when they were come
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the
Holy Ghost: (for as yet he was fallen upon none of
them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw that
through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost
was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me
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also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he
may receive the Holy Ghost (Acts 8:14—19).

These people were baptised in Jesus’s name but had not yet
received the Spirit. The apostles had to lay hands on them,
and instantaneously they received the Spirit. It is not that
they developed a new scriptural understanding that blessed
theirheartsand minds. Theyreceived the Spiritthe moment
hands werelaid on them.

Peter’s report of his experience with Cornelius

And asIbegan to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as
onus atthe beginning. Then remembered I the word of
the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift
as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?
(Acts11:15-17).

Being baptised with the Holy Spirit means to receive the
Spirit from the outside in. We receive Someone we did not
have before. It is not a forming, progression, development,
progression, or attainment. It is receiving the Spirit in an
instant.

 The Spiritis aperson
« The Spiritisreceived
 The Spiritisreceived instantaneously

People in the Bible believed the truth, learnt nothing new,
andwerebaptisedinthenameofJesus. Buttheyreceived the
Spirit only after the disciples laid their hands on them.
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Christ formed within

The Bible is clear that we receive Christ instantaneously
when we are baptised with the Spirit and are born again.
Jesus said:

Verily, verily, I say unto thee [ Nicodemus], Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God (John 3:5).

With this in mind, how should we understand the following
words?

My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until
Christ be formedinyou (Galatians 4:19).

Some use this verse to counteract the indwelling of Christ.
They say, See? The indwelling of Christ, or the reception of
the Spirit of Christ, is something we formin ourselves! Aswe
study the Word of God and develop a relationship with
Jesus, our character grows more and moretoresemble Him.
Thatis what it means to have Christ within. It meansto form
Christ within.

Consequently, they interpret all the verses in the book of
Actsinlight of their misunderstanding of this one verse.

What does Christ formed in you mean?

“Until Christ be formed in you.” The word “until” denotes a
process, a duration of time, something that is yet to happen
inthe future. How does this stack up in comparison to all the
instantaneous reception of the Spirit in the book of Acts?
Was Paul talking about the same thing or about something
different that follows after the reception of the Spirit?

Whenweread Galatians 4:19in context,itbecomesveryeasy
tounderstand.
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The Galatians had already received the Spirit. Prior to this
verse in question, Paul wrote:

This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
(Galatians 3:2).

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father (Galatians 4:6).

When Paultold them, “Until Christbeformedinyou,” hewas
not referring to them receiving Christ/the Spirit. Not at all.
Hetold them they had already received the Spirit.

The problem was not in them receiving the Spirit; it was in
them growing in the Spirit, walking in the Spirit.

Theformingof Christinthem would be the continuing result
of their new birth/reception of the Spirit.

There is a difference between receiving Christ and growing
into His character. The Bible talks about growing in Christ:

He that descended is the same also that ascended up far
above all heavens, that he might fill all things. And he
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the

perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for

the edifying of the body of Christ: tillwe all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ (Ephesians 4:10-13).

Christ dwells in the believer for a reason—to lead us all to
growinto Hisimage. See 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18.

Because Jesusisin us, we grow from glory to glory.
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Can a person dwell in another?

Someone might say, This cannot be. How could one person
be in another person? How could Jesus be in the believer?
Well, let us ask the question: Can a spiritual being dwell
inside a person?

Demons, who are ministering spirits, can:

AndJesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And
he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into
him. And they besought him that he would not
command them to go out into the deep. And there was
there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain:
and they besought him that he would suffer them to
enter into them. And he suffered them. Then went the
devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and
the herd ranviolently down a steep place into the lake,
and were choked
(Luke 8:30—33; seealsoMark1:25; 5:12; 9:25).

If fallen angels can dwell inside people, why not Jesus?
Remember, the same Word who was with God and made
flesh to dwell among us, was then made Spirit to dwell in us.

The problem is that people are confusing:
+ The new birth with Character perfection
« Receiving Christ with forming Christ
« Beingborn again with growing in Christ

These are connected, but one precedes the other. An
indwelling Saviour precedes a manifested Saviour.

Let us take it with baby steps:
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« The Spirit came on Jesus at His baptism (Matthew
3:16), and Jesus said the Father was in Him. See John
14:10.

« Christ promised to be in believers. See John 14:20.
« Christ breathed on the disciples. See John 20:22.

« Christ told them to wait in Jerusalem until they
received the Spirit. See Acts 1:4, 5.

» They were in one accord, still believing the same
thing, strongin faith because they had seen Christ
alive after His resurrection, but they did not have the
Spirit yet.

« At Pentecost, Jesus received the Spirit from the
Father. See Acts 2:33.

At Pentecost, the Spirit came down from heaven and
rested on the believers. See Acts 2:3.

« Petertold the people of Israel to repent, be baptised,
and then they would receive the Spirit. See Acts 2:38.

« In Samaria, they believed and were baptised in Jesus’s
name, but only after hands were laid on them did they
receive the Spirit. See Acts 8:14—17.

« In Acts 19, they were baptised, and when Paul laid
hands on them, the Spirit came on them. See Acts
19:6.

If we are honest Bible students, when we read this, we can
arrive at only one conclusion. The reception of the Holy
Spirit is an instantaneous event. The Spirit comes from
outsideintothebeliever. Itis not something that we develop
through Bible study, prayer and fasting. No. It is a Gift from
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God given to us when werepent and open our heart to Jesus.
Jesus saystous:

Behold, Istand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me (Revelation 3:20).

When people in the Bible received the Spirit, they received
something from the outside in that was dependent on Christ
being glorified.

Their reception of the Spirit was instantaneous upon
accepting Jesus and the laying on of hands.

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the indwelling of Christ.
When we receive Christ, we receive his life into us.

Nowlet’slook at the priesthood of the Spirit. ..

273



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 23

FORMED OR RECEIVED?

1. Whydid Jesustell the disciples to wait for the Holy
Spirit? See Acts 1:4.

2. Howdoesthestoryin Acts 19:2, 5,6 demonstrate that
the Holy Spirit is received from the outside in?

3. Howdid the believers in Samaria receive the Holy
Spirit—through a gradual new understanding, or
instantaneously? See Acts 8:14—19.

4. Whatisthe difference between receiving Christ and
growing into His character?

5. What enables us to grow from glory to glory? See 2
Corinthians 3:17,18.
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THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE SPIRIT

temples. First, the earthly temple with the Levitical

intercession. Second, the heavenly temple with
Christ’s intercession. See Hebrews 8:1, 2. And third, the
personal bodily temple with the Holy Spirit’s intercession.
See 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20. Fourth, the church—the body of
Christ—built up together as a spiritual temple, also having
the Spirit’s intercession. See 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17;
Ephesians 2:21,22; 1 Peter 2:5.

T hroughout the Bible, we read stories about four

No one debates the identity of the earthly priesthood or the
heavenly priesthood. But when it comes to the bodily
temple, there is confusion about the identity of the priest
interceding in it. Who is the priest of this temple?

According to trinitarian theology, the Spirit is neither the
Father nor the Son but a separate being.
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Ifthisistrue, then the priest of the bodily templeis not Jesus
northe Fatherbutsomeoneelsecalled “God the Holy Spirit.”

The Spirit’s intercessionin Romans 8:26, 27
With this in mind, notice what the Bible says:

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the
Spirititself maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because
he maketh intercession for the saints according to the
will of God (Romans 8:26, 27).

The Spirit intercedes for the saints. The context does not
pointtointercessioninheavenbutinthebodilytemple. Paul
did not mean that the Spirit is somewhere in heaven
speaking to the Father on our behalf and praying for us. The
text applies to the work and intercession of the Spirit in the
bodily temple, not the heavenly temple.

The Holy Spirit is interceding, or ministering, in our bodily
temple. This is the work of a priest.
“The Spirititself maketh intercession for us”

The Holy Spirit intercedes for us and moves on our hearts to
pray, giving us the words needed, “for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought.” The Spirit gives us faith,
confidence,and boldnesstocometoGodinprayerandtocall
God our Father.

“With groanings which cannot be uttered”

The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs—deep, intense
anxietyin the oppressed, burdened heart of the Christian.
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Noticethatthe Holy Spiritis notthe one groaning. The Spirit
stirs up groans within the saints themselves, which makes
them long for something. See Romans 8:23. The groaning,
or longing, within us is the result of the Spirit’s convicting
work, and the Spirit understands these groans.

“The mind of the Spirit”

This simply means the impressions of the Spirit, or what the
Spirit moves us to say and think. God knows the desires that
the Holy Spirit excites and produces in our heart.

Romans 8:26, 27 tells us that the Spirit ministers in our
bodily temple in a different way than He does in heaven. He
works in our hearts to convict and lead us into the ways of
God.

Two priests

The Spirit is the priest of the bodily temple. It is He who is
interceding within us and leading us to where God wants us
to be. Who is the Priest? Is it Jesus or someone else called
“God the Holy Spirit”?

In the trinitarian understanding, there are two priests. This
createsaproblem. Lookingatthesanctuaryserviceintheold
covenant, oneis reminded that there has been only one high
priest at atime. Many priests, but only one high priest.

In the new covenant, the Levitical priesthood was replaced
with the priesthood of Christ. One High Priest ministers in
the temple—Jesus Christ. We are a royal priesthood
ministering on earth. Therefore, the high priest was
replaced by Christ,and themany priestswerereplaced byus.

Yet, according to trinitarian theology, it appears that Jesus
is our High Priest ministering on behalf of the church in
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heaven, and the Holy Spirit is ministering in the bodily
temples here on earth.

This creates a theological problem because it does not
harmonise with the type.

Qualifications of a priest

The theological problems with the trinitarian view increase
when we learn from Scripture the qualifications of a priest:

Taken from among men

The priest must be a human being in order to represent
human beings. See Hebrews 5:1, 2. Jesus fulfilled this
prerequisite. See Hebrews 2:14—16.

But we never read of the trinitarian “God the Holy Spirit”
taking upon himself human flesh. This is a problem. How
could he be a priest ordained for men if he never was aman?
How could he represent us if he has never been us?

Offer for sins

Every high priest ought to have something to offer for sin.
See Hebrews 5:1—3. Jesus fulfilled this prerequisite. He
offered up Himself. See Hebrews 8:1—3 and 9:26.

The trinitarian “God the Holy Spirit” never offered Himself,
neverdied forhumanity, hencehe cannotbeapriestbecause
he has nothing to offer.

Compassed with infirmity (has weaknesses)

The high priest must understand by experience what it
means to be tempted with the weakness of flesh so he can
have compassion on those who are going through the same
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experience. See Hebrews 5:2. Jesus fulfilled that. See
Hebrews 2:17,18 and 4:15.

Jesus has been in my shoes; He knows what it means to be
me. He knows what it means to be hungry, poor, and
rejected. He knows what it means to be tempted with sin—to
take myself out of the Father’shands, to put self first. He can
comfort me when I'm struggling because He can empathise
with me.

But we never read of the trinitarian “God the Holy Spirit”
being tempted with sin. One of the reasons Jesus took
humanity upon Himself was because, as God, He could not
betempted, butasaMan Hecould. “God the Holy Spirit”has
never been tempted with sin, and if he did exist as a separate
third divine being, he couldn’t be tempted with sin.

Called of God as was Aaron

Not anyone can fill the position of priest; he must be called,
or ordained, by God to be a priest. See Hebrews 5:4. To be
called as a high priest was to be anointed as a high priest.
Again, Jesus fulfilled this requirement. See Hebrews 5:5.
Jesus was called to be our High Priest, and His Father
anointed Him to be the High Priest of His people.

We never read of the trinitarian “God the Holy Spirit” being
called or anointed to be our high priest.

The trinity doctrine creates a major problem when it comes
tothebodily temple and to the priesthood of the Spirit. “God
the Holy Spirit™:

« Doesnot fit with the type that teaches one high priest
atatime
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« Doesnot fit the qualifications of a priest as presented
in Hebrews

« Wasneverincarnated, never tempted with sin, has no
offering to give, and was never called of God tobe a
priest

As you can see, the understanding that the Holy Spirit is a
different person than Jesus creates amajor problem when it
comes to the priesthood of the bodily temple.

But when we understand what we have seen in previous
chapters, that the Holy Spiritis the Spirit, life, and person of
Jesus Christ, the problem vanishes.

Jobs of the high priest

Virtually all Christians, including trinitarians, would agree
that Jesusisthe Antitype of the earthly high priest, not “God
the Holy Spirit.” Yet as we examine the five jobs of the high
priest,wewill seethatinthetrinitarian perspective, the Holy
Spirit is the one performing these jobs in the bodily temple,
not Jesus Christ.

This should serve as evidence that the Holy Spirit who
performsthejobsofthehigh priestcannotbe someoneother
than Jesus Christ.

Let’s consider five jobs of the high priest.

Atoning and cleansing

The high priest made atonement for and cleansed the
temple, hishousehold,and all the congregation of Israel. See
Leviticus 16:16—20. However, when we consider the
cleansing of our body temples, or our souls, from sin, itis the
Holy Spirit that does that. Notice:
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Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied
(1 Peter1:2).

The Spirit is doing the antitypical work of the high priest
when it comes to making the bodily temple holy.

Overseeing the priests

Another of the high priest’s jobs was to oversee the
responsibilities of all the subordinate priests. See
2 Chronicles 19:8, 11.

We, the believers, are the priests. See 1 Peter 2:5, 9 and
Revelation 1:6.

Who oversees our responsibilities as priests? Who dictates
our duties?

Asweread the book of Acts, we discover that the Holy Spirit
directed and instructed the apostles. Yet we know Jesus is
the High Priest. He is the Antitype of the earthly high priest.

Communicating the will of God

Onlythehigh priest could wearthe Urim and the Thummim,
which served to reveal the will of God to the people. See
Numbers 27:21. The high priest was tocommunicate the will
of God to His people. He received instruction from God and
related it to the people.

Yet when we come to the bodily temple of the church here on
earth, itis the Holy Spirit who communicates the will of God
toyou and me. It is the Spirit who whispers in your ear, This
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istheway, walkyeinit. SeeIsaiah 30:21and John 16:13. This
isthe antitype of the work of the high priest.

Teaching the people

Aaron the high priest and the other priests were to teach the
people the difference between holy and unholy. See
Leviticus 10:10, 11.

Yet again, when welook at the bodily temple of the church of
God, itisthe Spiritwhoteaches and convicts of sin. See John
16:8;14:26;1John 2:27.

These are the jobs of the Spirit as the Priest of the bodily
temple. Yet they are the exact fulfillment of the types
performed by the earthly high priest. The Bible tells us that
Jesus is the Antitype of the earthly high priest, not “God the
Holy Spirit.”

Wear specific clothing

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest was to put on
special holy clothes before he went in before God in the Most
Holy Place. And before he came out, he was to change into
other clothes. See Leviticus 16:23, 24.

In other words, when appearing before God, the high priest
was to dress and look differently than when he appeared
before the people.

Talking about the priests, God said:

They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall
come near to my table, to minister unto me, and they
shall keep my charge. And it shall cometo pass, that

when they enterin at the gates of the inner court, they
shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall
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come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of
theinner court, and within. They shall have linen
bonnetsupon their heads, and shall have linen
breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird
themselves with any thing that causeth sweat. And
when they go forth into the utter court, even into the
utter court to the people, they shall put off their
garments wherein they ministered, and lay them in the
holy chambers, and they shall put on other garments;
and they shall not sanctify the people with
their garments (Ezekiel 44:16—19).

Abit furtherin the passage we see the priests’job of teaching
the people:

And they shall teach my people the difference between
the holy and profane, and cause them to discern
between the unclean and the clean (Ezekiel 44:23).

When the priests appeared before God, they were not to be
dressed in the same clothes they were wearing when they
taught the people. In other words, they were to appear in
another form.

One of the duties of Christ, our High Priest, is to teach the
peopleoutside the sanctuary. Not only that, butaccordingto
the type, He wears a different outfit—He appears in another
form—in the presence of God.

While Jesus ministers in the heavenly sanctuary in His
physical, or bodily, form, He appears in another form—His
spiritual form—as by His Spirit He ministers to the church
on earth. See Galatians 4:6.

It is the same Priest but in a different form. It is the same
Jesus but in a different manifestation and capacity.
Physically He is in heaven with the Father, but He teaches,
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guides, instructs, and relates the will of God to the people, in
adifferent form. He comesto ourbodily temple in His Spirit.
He is referred to as the Holy Spirit, or as Paul put it, “The
Spirit of His Son” (Galatians 4:6).

The Bibletells us that Jesus was with His followers wherever
they went to preach:

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of
God. And they went forth, and preached every where,
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word
with signs following. Amen (Mark 16:19, 20).

From examining the jobs of the earthly priests and seeing
their antitypes, we learn that the High Priest of our bodily
temple is none other than Jesus Christ Himself—the
heavenly Priest in a different form.

Each message to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3
begins by identifying Jesus as the Author of the letter and
ends by saying, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spiritsaithuntothe churches.” See Revelation 2:1,7; 2:8,11;
2:12,17;2:18,29; 3:1, 6; 3:7,13; 3:14, 22.

It is the same Person in two forms doing two jobs:
communicating the message from heaven as the Son of God,
and deliveringittothe church on earth, thebodilytemple, as
the Spirit. Jesus said:

And Twill pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter (John 14:16).

When we receive the Holy Spirit, we are receiving Christ
Himself. Itis the same Priestin another form.

The Antitype of the earthly high priest is Jesus Christ, not
someone else called “God the Holy Spirit,” which doesn’t fit
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the type nor the priestly criteria.

Jesus is the High Priest of our bodily temple here on earth.
He is the only Mediator between God and mankind. See 1
Timothy 2:5.

How does the Godhead question impact righteousness by
faith?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 24

THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE SPIRIT

1. Inwhat templeisthe Holy Spirit/Spirit of Christ
ministering?

2. In Romans 8:26, 27, who is groaning, the Spirit or us?

3. How many high priests were there atatimein the
tabernacle service? Why does the trinity doctrine
present a problem here?

4. How do the qualifications of the priests point to Jesus
as the Spirit ministeringin us?

5. Howdothejobs of the priests point to Jesus as the
Spirit ministering in us?
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IMPACT ON RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

ut he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit”
B (1Corinthians 6:17).

Whatisrighteousness by faith?

In order for us to know how the Godhead issue affects the
righteousness by faith message, we need to first understand
what righteousness by faith is. Put simply, righteousness by
faith refers to a righteousness received by faith. Notice the
following text:

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
Jjustified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law
is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ unto alland upon all them that
believe: for thereis no difference (Romans 3:20—22).
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Please do not miss the point. Paul was not talking about
man’s righteousness. He was talking about the very
righteousness of God Himself. He callsit “the righteousness
of God.” Notice what he said in chapter 10:

Forthey being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness, have
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness
of God (Romans 10:3).

Therighteousnessbeing offered tousisnotofhuman origin;
itisGod’sownrighteousness. Itiswhat Martin Luther called
a justitia alienum, an alien righteousness; a righteousness
thatbelongsproperlytosomebodyelse. Hewentontosayit’s
arighteousness that is extra nos, outside of us. Namely, the
righteousness of Christ.

Paulwas clearin his message. He was pointing ustoa special
kind of righteousness, a righteousness that cannot be
attained through obedience to the law. God has manifested
His righteousness apart from the whole principle of law,
apart from the whole idea of legal obedience as a way of
obtaining righteousness, apart from the legalistic system
the Jews of Jesus’s day presented as the basis of
righteousness.

The righteousness of God is available only “by faith of Jesus
Christ” to all those who “believe” (Romans 3:22). The only
conditionistobelieve. Thatis where the term righteousness
by faith comes from. It stands for the good news that we can
receive the righteousness of God by faith.

Now, of course, we are saved by faith alone, but faith that
savesisneveralone;itisalways accompanied with a change.
We are not saved by faith and works; we are saved by faith
that works. The righteousness by faith message does not do
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away with the works of faith, but it does do away with the
works of the law—and there’s a big difference between the
two. The first is the source of man’s righteousness, and the
latter is the fruit of God’s righteousness.

Righteousness by faith is the term used in reference to the
righteousness we receive by simply believing in Jesus and
accepting Him as our Lord and Saviour.

Notice what Paul wrote to the Philippians:

And be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith (Philippians 3:9).

Itis arighteousness that comes from God by faith—not as a
result of me keeping thelawbut of believing on Jesus. Thisis
the biblical teaching of righteousness by faith. Very simple
yettrue and liberating.

Receiving by simply believing?

Until we have learned the truth about God and his Son—
especially the identity of the Holy Spirit—righteousness by
faith is only a theory. Through understanding the Bible
teaching of the Holy Spirit, we are able to understand the
deep implications of righteousness by faith, which enables
us to praise God from the depths of our heart for His
wonderful plan of salvation.

If the righteousness we receive by faith is not based on
obedience to law, then what is it based on? It cannot be my
works. Righteous actions will be the fruit of an internal
righteousness; however, we are looking for the root.
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There are different schools of understanding relating to
God’srighteousness:

Actions

Some interpret God’s righteousness as righteous actions.
The focus is on actions, obedience to the law, the dos and
don’ts. In this school, we determine our stand with God
based on our obedience.

Achangeofarecordin heaven

Some view God’s righteousness as simply a change in God’s
books in heaven, a change in God’s mind about the sinner.
God sees us as a sinner before we accept Jesus then changes
His mind and see us as being righteous. In this school, the
emphasisisonachangedrecordinheaven, notonachanged
life.

A Person

There is an element of truth in the first two schools, but they
both miss the main point. This righteousness is referring to
a Person. Ultimately, it is not a righteous action nor change
of record. The righteousness God has offered us by faith is
found in a Person because it is His nature. It will result in
righteousactions, butitis not founded onrighteous actions.

Canonebeholywithout God? No—holinessisan attribute of
God alone; hence, without God we cannothaveholiness. The
same goes for righteousness. Righteousness is an attribute
of God (Matthew 19:16, 17; 1 John 1:5; Psalm 119:137, 142).
Without God, we cannot be righteous. Holiness and
righteousness are attributes found only in God because they
arepartof Hisnature. Asfarasthehumanraceis concerned,
the only way we can become partakers of God’s nature is
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through Christ (John 14:6). Hence, righteousness is found
inaPerson, notin actions.

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign
and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in
the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel
shall dwell safely: and thisis his name whereby he
shallbe called, THE LORD
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS (Jeremiah 23:5, 6).

But of him areyein Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30).

These verses testify that the Lord Himself is our
Righteousness. Jesus Himself “is made unto us”
righteousness. His name is the Righteous Branch. “Their
righteousness is of me, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 54:17).

Paul
Notice what Paul said:

What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which
followed not after righteousness, have attained to
righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith.
But Israel, which followed after the law of
righteousness, hath not attained to the law of
righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not
by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they
stumbled at that stumblingstone (Romans 9:30—32).

Why did the Gentiles attain to this righteousness and the
Jews did not? What was Paul’s point? The Gentiles did not
trust in their own works but trusted in God and accepted
Jesus as their Saviour. The Jews trusted in their own efforts
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and rejected Jesus. Righteousness is found in Jesus. If you
have Jesus, you have the righteousness of God. If you do not
have Him, you do not have this righteousness.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him
(2 Corinthians 5:21; see also Romans 8:1—4).

We are made the righteousness of God in Christ. Only in
Christ is found this righteousness. He has been made
righteousness to us. In other words, the righteousness we
are to receive by faith, or the righteousness by which we are
saved, is found in the life of Jesus Christ Himself.

Forif, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life (Romans 5:10).

We are saved and made right with God, or made righteous,
by receiving the life of Christ. Salvation and righteousness
are found in Jesus Christ. See 2 Timothy 2:10. The reason
this is so, is because Jesus accomplished the work of
salvation in Himself. Thatis, He authored:

« Alife free from sin, the seed of death (John 14:30)
 Alifethatiseternal (John1:4and1John1:2)

« Alife partaking of the divine nature (John 1:1, 14;
14:10,11)

« Alife fully united with God (John 10:30; 6:57;
Colossians 1:19)

« Alife of everlasting righteousness (Daniel 9:24;
Romans 3:21, 22; 1 Corinthians 1:30)

« Alifein which sinis condemned (Romans 8:3)
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« Alifethat defeats sin and its author (Hebrews 2:14)

« Alife of eternal salvation (Hebrews 5:9)

The crux of righteousness by faith

Thelife of Jesus is the crux of righteousness by faith. When a
sinnerrepentsandacceptsJesusashisSaviour, Godimparts
to him the Spirit/life of His Son (Galatians 4:6; Acts 3:26).

That is why the Bible says:

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest
in our body. For we which live are alway delivered
unto death for Jesus’s sake, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our mortalflesh
(2 Corinthians 4:10, 11).

The basis of the righteousness by faith message is found in
the indwelling of Christ. See Colossians 1:27; 1 John 4:4;
Galatians2:20; Ephesians 3:17; 2 Corinthians 13:5; Romans
8:10. The only reason we become righteous is because we
partake of the divine, or righteous, nature of God, by
receiving the life of Jesus Christ. See 2 Corinthians 4:10, 11.

Looking back at the first verse in this chapter:

But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit
(1 Corinthians 6:17).

In other words, when a sinner repents, he receives the life of
Christ. This brings God’s nature, righteousness, and
sanctification. The life of Christ is the centre of the
righteousness by faith message. It is an exchange of life, not
amodification of life.

Therefore, righteousnessisfoundin a Person—Jesus Christ.
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It is not merely doing right but being right. And being right
relates to our spirit, our soul. It is an internal thing. It refers
to who we are on the inside. When we receive God’s
righteousness by faith, our life will change. Change always
accompanies conversion because it is no longer I who live
but Christ lives in me. See Galatians 2:20.

What this means is that the righteousness by faith message
is based on each one of us receiving the righteous life of
Christ—the divine Person, Christ Himself.

Allthisislinked to a correct identification of the Holy Spirit.
Understanding the true identity of the Holy Spirit, that it is
thelife of Christ, helps us to know how we become one Spirit
with Him. We become one Spirit with Him when we receive
Hisvery life.

The gospel is about restoring life to man. The Bible tells us
that this life is found in His Son and that we receive it by
receiving His Spirit. John tells us:

Andthisistherecord, that God hath given to us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath
life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
These things have I written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the
SonofGod (1John 5:11—13).

The reason John could say the above is because life,
righteousness, and salvation are found in Jesus Christ. He is
our life. See Colossians 3:4.

Through thetrinity doctrine, anewspirit, anotherspirit, has
beenintroduced. See 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4.
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Trinity problems

“The Father is not the Son, and the Holy Spirit is not the
Father or the Son” (Jeffrey E. Brower and Michael C. Rea,
“Understanding the Trinity”).

“The Father is not the Son; Son is not the Spirit; Spirit is not
the Father, etc.” (Green.House Youth—Bible Studies for
Youth, edited by Pastor Damien Rice for Youth Ministries
Department of Seventh-day Adventist Church (North NSW,
Lesson 5—Who’s Ya Daddy?).

According to the trinity belief, “God the Holy Spirit” is not
Jesus; meaning, the spirit we receive is not the spirit, or life,
of Jesus.

According to this teaching, it is “God the Holy Spirit” who
dwellsin us, the “temple of God” (1 Corinthians 3:16), while
Jesusis in heaven with the Father. Through this teaching, a
third person/being—“God the Holy Spirit” is regarded as
equal with God and worthy of worship, reverence, and
adoration asis God. Yet, every Bible student knows the term
“God the Holy Spirit” is never mentioned in Scripture.

Inlight of this, it is significant what the Bible says:

Let noman deceive you by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himselfthat he
s God (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4).

The trinity doctrine takes Christ away from the believer.
Instead of receiving His life/spirit, we receive another
person/being called “God the Holy Spirit.”
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We're talking about a direct attack on the foundation of the
righteousness by faith message. In actuality, we receive
righteousness by receiving Jesus, not another person called
“God the Holy Spirit,” who never experienced humanity,
and was never tempted or overcame temptation.

Righteousness by faith is built on the truth that we become
righteous when by faith we believe and hence receive the
righteous life of Jesus. See John 1:12, 13.

The trinity doctrine destroys this beautiful truth by
replacing the indwelling Christ with the indwelling of
another being called “God the Holy Spirit” who is not Jesus.
It turns the beautiful teaching of righteousness by faith into
ameaningless theory.

After understanding the true identity of the Holy Spirit,
righteousness by faith becomes a meaningful reality. It
highlights what Christ has done and is doing for us. Paul’s
words, “Ye are complete in him” (Colossians 2:10) will
become the highlight of our experience.

Now I’d like to share my own experience with the Godhead
issue...
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 25

IMPACT ON RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

. Whatisrighteousness by faith?
. Whose righteousness are we talking about?

. Whatis the only condition of receiving
righteousness?

. Whatisthe crux of righteousness by faith?

5. Howdoes the trinity doctrine mess up biblical

righteousness by faith?
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CHAPTER 26
How THE GODHEAD
IMPACTED MY LIFE

believe that unless a teaching impacts my life, it is almost
irrelevant to me.

WhydoIbelieveitisimportant to study this topicand get
to the bottom of it? What has it done for me? How has this
truth affected my spiritual walk with God?

Since accepting this truth, I have noticed some changes in
me toward God. Here are some of them.
Increased mylove for God and His Son

Understanding the Sonship of Jesus amplified what God did
for me and how much He loves me.

As a father of three boys, I know what a father feels toward
hisson. ThefirsttimeIread the story of Abraham offering up
his son on Mount Moriah (see Genesis 22), emotion tore my

299



Godhead Course Handbook

heart. How could he be willing to give up his son? I thought
to myself.

As a father, I know the love a parent has for his child.
Virtually every human parent understands that. God was
speaking to humans when He inspired John to write:

In this was manifested the love of God toward us,
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him (1 John 4:9).

God chose to manifest His love toward you and me in giving
up His Son. He was the One who instilled this paternal love
in our hearts. Why did He do that? Do you think it has any
relation to understanding the plan of salvation?

When I brought my firstborn son Daniel home from the
hospital, Iwas the proudest and happiest dad on earth. I'will
never forget the experience I had that night when I knelt
beside mybed and prayed, Father, Iwant to experience what
Youwentthrough forme. Help meto picture whathappened
to Jesus on the cross as happening to my son. I could not
endure the feeling for more than five seconds. I shook my
head and thought, Sorry, Father. I cannot doit.

God truly hasa Son, and God trulyloved me so much that He
waswillingtorisklosing Hisbeloved Sonin ordertosave me.
He truly gave His only begotten Son so I can live. A real
Father gave His real Son. It was not a metaphor or role play.
It was reality. This is love worth pursuing, love worth dying
for, and more importantly, love worth living for.

Understanding this truth revealed God’s love to me in a way
beyond what words could express. It touched my heart in a
practical way. I thought Iloved God, but when I understood
this truth and contemplated its reality, my love for Him
increased beyond measure. Furthermore, His love became
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areality that can never be doubted or shaken.
Nowonder John wrote:

Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (1John 5:5).

This is not mere theology. It is purely the outworking of
God’s love. Realising how much God loved us by
understanding the real Sonship of Jesus, brings forthlovein
our hearts and back toward God. The Bible says:

We love him, because he first loved us (1 John 4:19).

The deeper my understanding of God’s love, the greater my
lovefor Him. And thegreater mylove for Him, the greatermy
surrender will be.

So, understanding this truth impacted practically my
relationship with God, my love and appreciation for Him,
and my commitment to follow Him.

Assured of salvation and confidence in God

Understanding the truth about God has increased my
confidence in God and His Son. Throughout my Christian
life, I have spoken to many Christians from various
denominations and have come across people who are
resting in God and others who worry about their salvation.

Iwasneveronetoworryaboutmysalvation,asThavetrusted
God. But at times I wasn’t sure. Since having learned the
truthabout God, Iunderstand the sacrifice of Godinsending
Hisreal Son, and the beautiful truth of Jesus’s indwelling in
me. As a result, my love for God has quadrupled, along with
my confidence and restin Him.

Paul said:
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Iamnot ashamed: for I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that heis able to keep that which I
have committed unto him against that day
(2 Timothy 1:12).

Paul had alot of confidencein Christ. There was a time when
IwonderedhowIcould attaintosuch confidence.Inolonger
wonder. Now I know and I am persuaded that God is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him. How could I
doubt Someone who loved me so much?

Truly, “Hethat spared not hisown Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all
things?” (Romans 8:32).

My assurance, my confidence, my hope of salvation and
eternallife, find aresting placein God’slove and mercy. With
so much love manifested toward me, how could I lose
confidence? Heis my Father,and Helovesme asmuch as He
loves His Son Jesus. To me thisis not mere theology or fancy
talk. It is reality because I know the love I have for my
children—and now I would give my life for them.

Yet God the Father was willing to see His only begotten Son
die on a tree. He was willing to separate Himself from His
own Sonduring His greatest trial,and He was willing to hide
His loving face just to see me saved, just to give me another
chance to be one with Him again. This was not a role-play, a
metaphor, but a real Father offering His real Son—just for
me!

My assurance in God was boosted like never before. I can
now say with Paul: “I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
committed untohimagainstthatday” (2 Timothy1:12). And
“the love of Christ constraineth” me (2 Corinthians 5:14).
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Love has a special way of impacting the heart and mind. The
more I understand God’s love for me, the more I trust Him.
And the more I trust Him, the more I rest in Him, the more
confidence I have in Him, the more assurance I have in His
desireto save me.

Olove of God, howrich and pure!
How measureless and strong]!
It shall forevermore endure—

The saints’ and angels’ song.

Affected my prayer life

Jesus told the scribe, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with...allthymind” (Mark 12:30). Hetold the woman at the
well, “The hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth:
for the Father seeketh such to worship him” (John 4:23).

Before understanding this truth, I would pray to “God,” but
in my mind I was not sure exactly who I was talking to. Many
Christians pray to “God” without knowing who He is. You
canhearitintheir prayersand discussions. Iwas once one of
them.

After understanding this truth, subconsciously my prayers
became more direct. I can talk to God the Father or to Jesus
His Son knowing I am talking to a real Person. I can have a
relationship with God and His Son, knowing that lam made
in Their image.

Aprayerpartner once asked me toshare mybeliefabout God
and His Son. Idid and leftitwith him. Later, I could tell from
his prayer the truth made sense to him. His prayers became
more direct. The way he addressed God was intentional.
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I have seen the effect of this truth in my prayers and in the
prayers of others. That is why Jesus admonished us to love
God with our heart, soul, strength, and mind, or
understanding. See Mark 12:30, 33.

Impacted my understanding of righteousness by
faith

AsImentionedinthepreviouschapter, therighteousnessby
faithmessagebecamearealitytomeafterunderstandingthe
identity of the Holy Spirit. My Bible says Christ in me is my
hope of glory. See Colossians 1:27. It says [ am crucified with
Christ and that He lives in me. See Galatians 2:20. It says
God gave me eternal life, and thislifeisin His Son. And then
it says he who has the Son haslife. See 1John 5:11, 12.

It was impossible for me to comprehend these things with
my previous perspective of God because it took Jesus away
from me and gave me a different person/being called “God
the Holy Spirit.” However, when I understood the biblical
teaching that the Holy Spirit is the life of Christ Himself
without His physical form, it all made sense. I understood
the reality of it and realised that if Christ is in me, I am
righteous and saved because I have His victorious,
righteous, and eternal life within me. I realised that
righteousness by faith is not just a theological phrase, or an
impractical truth; it is an actual reality that took place when
Ireceived Jesus into my life.

Jesustrulyisinme.Ihave Hislifeand righteousnessbecause
I have Him. I believe it and receive it by faith, as Scripture
says. What a glorious reality!
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Impacted my understanding of Satan’s greatest
deception

The Bible says that all the world will wonder after the beast
and that those who wonder after the beast will end up
worshiping the dragon, who is Satan. This is found in
Revelation 13:3, 4.

Have you ever thought about this? Those who wonder after
thebeast are described as “all the world.” Their numberis so
large thattheyappeared toJohninvision as nearly everyone
onplanet Earth.

I could not understand how this would be fulfilled with one-
third of the world being Christians. I now understand how it
is possible. The sad reality is that we are witnessing it with
our own eyes. What Paul feared has already happened, and
the majority of Christians are totally unaware. Satan has
managed to introduce another Jesus and another spirit into
Christianity. See 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4.

Through deception, Satan has almost managed to destroy
the foundation upon which Jesus built His church. In its
infancy, Jesus said He would build it on the rock of the truth
that Heisthe Son of God. See Matthew 16:16—18. Today, due
to the trinity doctrine, Christians are ostracised and
disfellowshipped if they believe in the literal Sonship of
Jesus. I was disfellowshipped from the denomination I
belonged to because I believed and taught that Jesus is the
literal Son of God.

God’s people will have the Father’s name and Jesus’s name
written on their forehead. See Revelation 14:1. The apostate
church will have “mystery” written on her forehead
(Revelation 17:5), which symbolises the god they worship.
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Understanding this truth has set me free from Satan’s
rampant deception. I pray all of God’s people will be set free.

Ifthe Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be
freeindeed (John 8:36).

How can we be truly set free if we reject the Son in whom
freedom is found?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
CHAPTER 26

How THE GODHEAD IMPACTED MY LIFE

1. Howhasthetruth about God and His Son impacted
your life?
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The identity of the God of the Bible has for years been shrouded in human
tradition and philosophy. That which has been made very clear by Jesus and
the apostles has been classed a mystery that no human mind can
comprehend. As a result, most Christians are confused regarding who their
God is. Many hold to a belief that they neither understand nor can defend.

* Who then is the God of the Bible? Who is the Source of all things? Is
there one God, or are there three Gods? And if there is one God, is He a
triune God or an individual?

* And whois Jesus Christ? What does it mean to be begotten? How many
times has Jesus been begotten? Is He God, or is He the Son of God? Is He
equal with God, or is He inferior to God?

* And what about the Holy Spirit? Is He God the Holy Spirit, a third person
like the Father and the Son? Is He even a person? Does He have a
priesthood? And who is it who dwells in the believer? What does the
Bible mean when it says, “Christ in you, the hope of glory”?

In the free online course that accompanies this handbook, Imad Awde
explains the Bible’s answers to these questions and many more. By the end
of the course, you will know not only what the Bible teachesin answer to
these questions, but also how to confidently present it and answer
objections.

Scan the QR code or type this address to access the free
online course:

www.Imadawde.com
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